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shall apply to dogs and cats trans-
ported through the United States from 
one foreign country to another, except 
as provided below: 

(1) Dogs and cats that appear 
healthy, but have been exposed to a 
sick or dead animal suspected of hav-
ing a communicable disease, need not 
undergo examination or tests as pro-
vided in paragraph (b)(3) of this section 
if the Director determines that the 
conditions under which they are being 
transported will afford adequate pro-
tection against introduction of commu-
nicable disease. 

(2) Rabies vaccination is not required 
for dogs that are transported by air-
craft or ship and retained in custody of 
the carrier under conditions that would 
prevent transmission of rabies. 

(g) Disposal of excluded dogs and cats. 
A dog or cat excluded from the United 
States under the regulations in this 
part shall be exported or destroyed. 
Pending exportation, it shall be de-
tained at the owner’s expense in the 
custody of the U.S. Customs Service at 
the U.S. port. 

(Approved by the Office of Management and 
Budget under control number 0920–0134)

§ 71.52 Turtles, tortoises, and terra-
pins. 

(a) Definitions.
As used in this section the term: 
Turtles includes all animals com-

monly known as turtles, tortoises, ter-
rapins, and all other animals of the 
order Testudinata, class Reptilia, except 
marine species (Families Dermochelidae 
and Cheloniidae). 

(b) Importation; general prohibition. 
Except as otherwise provided in this 
section, live turtles with a carapace 
length of less than 4 inches and viable 
turtle eggs may not be imported into 
the United States. 

(c) Exceptions. (1) Live turtles with a 
carapace length of less than 4 inches 
and viable turtle eggs may be imported 
into the United States, provided that 
such importation is not in connection 
with a business, and the importation is 
limited to lots of fewer than seven live 
turtles or fewer than seven viable tur-
tle eggs, or any combinations of such 
turtles and turtle eggs totaling fewer 
than seven, for any entry. 

(2) Seven or more live turtles with a 
carapace length of less than 4 inches, 
or seven or more viable turtle eggs or 
any combination of turtles and turtle 
eggs totaling seven or more, may be 
imported into the United States for 
bona fide scientific or educational pur-
poses or for exhibition when accom-
panied by a permit issued by the Direc-
tor. 

(3) The requirements in paragraphs 
(c)(1) and (c)(2) of this section shall not 
apply to the eggs of marine turtles ex-
cluded from these regulations under 
§ 71.52(a). 

(d) Application for permits. Applica-
tions for permits to import turtles, as 
set forth in paragraph (c)(2) of this sec-
tion, shall be made by letter to the Di-
rector, and shall contain, identify, or 
describe, the name and address of the 
applicant, the number of specimens, 
and the common and scientific names 
of each species to be imported, the 
holding facilities, the intended use of 
the turtles following their importation, 
the precautions to be undertaken to 
prevent infection of members of the 
public with Salmonella and Arizona bac-
teria, and any other information and 
assurances the Director may require. 

(e) Criteria for issuance of permits. A 
permit may be issued upon a deter-
mination that the holder of the permit 
will isolate or otherwise confine the 
turtles and will take such other pre-
cautions as may be determined by the 
Director to be necessary to prevent in-
fection of members of the public with 
Salmonella and Arizona bacteria and on 
condition that the holder of the permit 
will provide such reports as the Direc-
tor may require. 

(f) Interstate Regulations. Upon admis-
sion at a U.S. Port, turtles and viable 
turtle eggs become subject to Food and 
Drug Administration Regulations (21 
CFR 1240.62) regarding general prohibi-
tion. 

(g) Other permits. Permits to import 
certain species of turtles may be re-
quired under other Federal regulations 
(50 CFR parts 17 and 23) protecting such 
species. 

(Approved by the Office of Management and 
Budget under control number 0920–0134)

§ 71.53 Nonhuman primates. 
(a) Definitions.
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As used in this section the term: 
Importer means any person or cor-

poration, partnership, or other organi-
zation, receiving live nonhuman pri-
mates from a foreign country within a 
period of 31 days, beginning with the 
importation date, whether or not the 
primates were held for part of the pe-
riod at another location. The term im-
porter includes the original importer 
and any other person or organization 
receiving imported primates within the 
31-day period. 

Nonhuman primates means all 
nonhuman members of the Order Pri-
mates, including, but not limited to, 
animals commonly known as monkeys, 
chimpanzees, orangutans, gorillas, gib-
bons, apes, baboons, marmosets, 
tamarin, lemurs, and lorises. 

(b) General prohibition. No person or 
organization may import live 
nonhuman primates into the United 
States unless registered as an importer 
in accordance with applicable provi-
sions of this section. 

(c) Uses for which nonhuman primates 
may be imported and distributed. Live 
nonhuman primates may be imported 
into the United States and sold, resold, 
or otherwise distributed only for bona 
fide scientific, educational, or exhi-
bition purposes. The importation of 
nonhuman primates for use in breeding 
colonies is also permitted provided 
that all offspring will be used only for 
scientific, educational, or exhibition 
purposes. The maintenance of 
nonhuman primates as pets, hobby, or 
an avocation with occasional display to 
the general public is not a permissible 
use. 

(d) Registration of importers. (1) Im-
porters of nonhuman primates shall 
register with the Director in a manner 
prescribed by the Director. 

(2) Documentary evidence that an 
importer will use all nonhuman pri-
mates solely for the permitted pur-
poses is required. 

(3) Registration shall inlcude certifi-
cation that the nonhuman primates 
will not be shipped, sold, or otherwise 
transferred to other persons or organi-
zations without adequate proof that 
the primates will be used only for the 
permitted purposes. 

(4) Registration shall be for 2 years, 
effective the date the application for 

registration is approved by the Direc-
tor. 

(5) Registration may be renewed by 
filing a registration application form 
with the Director not less than 30 days 
nor more than 60 days before expira-
tion of the current registration. 

(e) Recordkeeping and reporting re-
quirement for registered importers. (1) Im-
porters shall maintain records on each 
shipment of imported nonhuman pri-
mates received. The record on each 
shipment shall include the number of 
primates received, species, country of 
origin, date of importation, the number 
of primates in the shipment that die 
within 90 days after receipt, and 
cause(s) of deaths. If any primates in 
the shipment are sold or otherwise dis-
tributed within 90 days after receipt, 
the record shall include the number of 
primates in each shipment or sale, the 
dates of each shipment or sale, and the 
identity of the recipients. In addition, 
the record shall contain copies of docu-
ments that were presented to the im-
porter to establish that the recipient 
would use the primates solely for the 
permitted purposes. The records shall 
be maintained in an organized manner 
in a central location at or in close 
proximity to the importer’s primate 
holding facility. The records shall be 
maintained for a period of 3 years and 
shall be available for inspection by the 
Director at any time. 

(2) Importers shall report to the Di-
rector by telephone within 24 hours the 
occurrence of any illness in nonhuman 
primates that is suspected of being yel-
low fever, monkeypox, or Marburg/
Ebola disease. 

(3) Importers also shall report to the 
Director by telephone within 24 hours 
the occurrence of illness in any mem-
ber of their staff suspected of having an 
infectious disease acquired from 
nonhuman primates. 

(f) Disease control measures. Upon re-
ceipt of evidence of exposure of 
nonhuman primates to a commu-
nicable disease that may constitute a 
threat to public health, the Director 
may provide for or require examina-
tion, treatment, detention, isolation, 
seizure, or destruction of exposed ani-
mals. Any measures required shall be 
at the owner’s expense. 
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1 The requirements of this part are in addi-
tion to and not in lieu of any other pack-
aging or other requirements for the trans-
portation of etiologic agents in interstate 
traffic prescribed by the Department of 

(g) Disposal of excluded nonhuman pri-
mates. Nonhuman primate(s) excluded 
from the United States by provisions of 
this section shall, at the owner’s op-
tion and expense, be exported, de-
stroyed, or given to a scientific, edu-
cational, or exhibition facility under 
arrangements approved by the Direc-
tor. If the owner fails to dispose of the 
nonhuman primate by one of the ap-
proved options or fails to select a 
method of disposal within 7 days, the 
Director will select the method of dis-
posal. Pending disposal, the nonhuman 
primate(s) shall be detained at the 
owner’s expense in custody of the U.S. 
Customs Service at the U.S. port. 

(h) Revocation of an importer’s registra-
tion. (1) An importer’s registration may 
be revoked by the Director, upon no-
tice to the importer holding such reg-
istration, if the Director determines 
that the importer has failed to comply 
with any applicable provisions of this 
section. The notice shall contain a 
statement of the grounds upon which 
the revocation is based. 

(2) The importer may file an answer 
within 20 days after receipt of the no-
tice. Answers shall admit or deny spe-
cifically, and in detail, each allegation 
in the notice. Allegations in the notice 
not denied by answer shall be deemed 
admitted. Matters alleged as affirma-
tive defenses shall be separately stated 
and numbered. Failure of the importer 
to file an answer within 20 days after 
receipt of the notice may be deemed an 
admission of all allegations of fact re-
cited in the notice. 

(3) The importer shall be entitled to 
a hearing with respect to the revoca-
tion upon filing a written request, ei-
ther in the answer or in a separate doc-
ument, with the Director within 20 
days after the effective date of revoca-
tion. Failure to request a hearing shall 
be deemed a waiver of hearing and as 
consent to the submission of the case 
to the Director for decision based on 
the written record. The failure both to 
file an answer and to request a hearing 
shall be deemed to constitute consent 
to the making of a decision on the 
basis of available information. 

(4) As soon as practicable after the 
completion of any hearing conducted 
pursuant to the provisions of this sec-
tion, the Director shall render a final 

decision. A copy of such decision shall 
be served on the importer. 

(5) An importer’s registration which 
has been revoked may be reinstated by 
the Director upon inspection, examina-
tion of records, conference with the im-
porter, and receipt of information and 
assurances of compliance with the re-
quirements of this section. 

(i) Other permits. In addition to the 
requirements under this section, per-
mits to import certain species of 
nonhuman primates may also be re-
quired under other Federal regulations 
(50 CFR parts 17 and 23) protecting such 
species. 

(Approved by the Office of Management and 
Budget under control number 0920–0134)

§ 71.54 Etiological agents, hosts, and 
vectors. 

(a) A person may not import into the 
United States, nor distribute after im-
portation, any etiological agent or any 
arthropod or other animal host or vec-
tor of human disease, or any exotic liv-
ing arthropod or other animal capable 
of being a host or vector of human dis-
ease unless accompanied by a permit 
issued by the Director. 

(b) Any import coming within the 
provisions of this section will not be 
released from custody prior to receipt 
by the District Director of the U.S. 
Customs Service of a permit issued by 
the Director.

§ 71.55 Dead bodies. 

The remains of a person who died of 
a communicable disease listed in 
§ 71.32(b) may not be brought into a 
U.S. port unless the body is (a) prop-
erly embalmed and placed in a her-
metically sealed casket, (b) cremated, 
or (c) accompanied by a permit issued 
by the Director.

PART 72—INTERSTATE SHIPMENT OF 
ETIOLOGIC AGENTS 1

Sec.
72.1 Definitions. 
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