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participation BLM authorizes. BLM 
may limit the size of a group for safety 
reasons. An operator’s representative 
must accompany the group on the 
visit. Operators must make available 
any necessary safety training that 
they provide to other visitors. BLM 
will provide the necessary safety equip-
ment if the operator is unable to do so. 

(c) Members of the public must pro-
vide their own transportation to the 
mine site, unless provided by BLM. Op-
erators don’t have to provide transpor-
tation within the project area, but if 
they don’t, they must provide access 
for BLM-sponsored transportation.
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§ 3811.1 Lands: General. 

Vacant public surveyed or 
unsurveyed lands are open to 
prospecting, and upon discovery of 
mineral, to location and purchase. The 
Act of June 4, 1897 (30 Stat. 36), pro-
vides that ‘‘any mineral lands in any 
forest reservation which have been or 
which may be shown to be such, and 
subject to entry under the existing 
mining laws of the United States and 
the rules and regulations applying 
thereto, shall continue to be subject to 
such location and entry,’’ notwith-
standing the reservation. This makes 
mineral lands in the forest reserves in 
the public land states, subject to loca-
tion and entry under the general min-
ing laws in the usual manner. Lands 
entered or patented under the 
stockraising homestead law (title to 
minerals and the use of the surface 
necessary for mining purposes can be 
acquired), lands entered under other 
agricultural laws but not perfected, 
where prospecting can be done peace-
ably are open to location.
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