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Subpart A—General

§10.1 Background and purpose.

(a) This part implements the Council
on Environmental Quality (CEQ) regu-
lations (National Environmental Pol-
icy Act Regulations, 43 FR 55978 (1978))
and provides policy and procedures to
enable Federal Emergency Manage-
ment Agency (FEMA) officials to be in-
formed of and take into account envi-
ronmental considerations when author-
izing or approving major FEMA actions
that significantly affect the environ-
ment in the United States. The Council
on Environmental Quality Regulations
implement the procedural provisions,
section 102(2), of the National Environ-
mental Policy Act of 1969, as amended
(hereinafter NEPA) (Pub. L. 91-190, 42
U.S.C. 4321 et seq.), and Executive Order
11991, 42 FR 26967 (1977).

(b) Section 1507.3, Council on Envi-
ronmental Quality Regulations (Na-
tional Environmental Policy Act Regu-
lations, 43 FR 55978 (1978)) directs that
Federal agencies shall adopt proce-
dures to supplement the CEQ regula-
tions. This regulation provides detailed
FEMA implementing procedures to
supplement the CEQ regulations.

(c) The provisions of this part must
be read together with those of the CEQ
regulations and NEPA as a whole when
applying the NEPA process.

§10.2 Applicability and scope.

The provisions of this part apply to
the Federal Emergency Management
Agency, (hereinafter referred to as
FEMA) including any office or admin-
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istration of FEMA, and the FEMA re-
gional offices.

§10.3 Definitions.

(a) Regional Director means the Re-
gional Director of the Federal Emer-
gency Management Agency for the re-
gion in which FEMA is acting.

(b) The other terms used in this part
are defined in the CEQ regulations (40
CFR part 1508).

(c) Environmental Officer means the
Chief, Public Assistance Division, Of-
fice of Disaster Assistance Programs,
State and Local Programs and Support
Directorate.

[45 FR 41142, June 18, 1980, as amended at 47
FR 13149, Mar. 29, 1982; 50 FR 40006, Oct. 1,
1985]

§10.4 Policy.

(a) FEMA shall act with care to as-
sure that, in carrying out its respon-
sibilities, including disaster planning,
response and recovery and hazard miti-
gation and flood insurance, it does so
in a manner consistent with national
environmental policies. Care shall be
taken to assure, consistent with other
considerations of national policy, that
all practical means and measures are
used to protect, restore, and enhance
the quality of the environment, to
avoid or minimize adverse environ-
mental consequences, and to attain the
objectives of:

(1) Achieving use of the environment
without degradation, or undesirable
and unintended consequences;

(2) Preserving historic, cultural and
natural aspects of national heritage
and maintaining, wherever possible, an
environment that supports diversity
and variety of individual choice;

(3) Achieving a balance between re-
source use and development within the
sustained carrying capacity of the eco-
system involved; and

(4) Enhancing the quality of renew-
able resources and working toward the
maximum attainable recycling of de-
pletable resources.

(b) FEMA shall:

(1) Assess environmental con-
sequences of FEMA actions in accord-
ance with §§10.9 and 10.10 of this part
and parts 1500 through 1508 of the CEQ
regulations;
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