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structure was built, a written state-
ment to this effect signed by the re-
sponsible community official will be 
accepted in lieu of the building permit; 

(ii) If the building permit was lost or 
destroyed, a written statement to this 
effect signed by the responsible com-
munity official will be accepted in lieu 
of the building permit. This statement 
must also include a certification that 
the official has inspected the structure 
and found no evidence that the struc-
ture was not in compliance with the 
building code at the time it was built; 
and 

(2) A written statement signed by the 
community official responsible for 
building permits, attesting to the fact 
that he or she knows of his or her own 
knowledge or from official community 
records, that: 

(i) The start of construction took 
place prior to November 16, 1990; and 

(ii) The structure has not been sub-
stantially improved since November 16, 
1991. 

(g) For a structure located in an area 
identified as an ‘‘otherwise protected 
area’’ where the start of construction 
of the structure took place after No-
vember 15, 1990, but construction was 
completed with the walls and a roof 
permanently in place no later than No-
vember 16, 1991, the documentation 
shall consist of: 

(1) A legally valid building permit or 
its equivalent for the construction of 
the structure, dated prior to November 
16, 1991. 

(i) If the community did not have a 
building permit system at the time the 
structure was built, a written state-
ment to this effect signed by the re-
sponsible community official will be 
accepted in lieu of the building permit; 

(ii) If the building permit was lost or 
destroyed, a written statement to this 
effect signed by the responsible com-
munity official will be accepted in lieu 
of the building permit. This statement 
must also include a certification that 
the official has inspected the structure 
and found no evidence that the struc-
ture was not in compliance with the 
building code at the time it was built; 
and 

(2) A statement signed by the com-
munity official responsible for building 
permits, attesting to the fact that he 

or she knows of his or her own knowl-
edge or from official community 
records that: 

(i) The structure constituted an in-
surable building, having walls and a 
roof permanently in place, no later 
than November 16, 1991; and 

(ii) The structure has not been sub-
stantially improved since November 16, 
1991; and 

(3) A community issued final certifi-
cate of occupancy or other use permit 
or equivalent proof certifying that the 
building was completed (walled and 
roofed) by November 16, 1991. 

(h) For a structure located in an area 
identified as an ‘‘otherwise protected 
area’’ for which the documentation re-
quirements of neither paragraph (f) nor 
paragraph (g) of this section have been 
met, the documentation shall consist 
of a written statement from the gov-
ernmental body or qualified organiza-
tion overseeing the ‘‘otherwise pro-
tected area’’ certifying that the build-
ing is used in a manner consistent with 
the purpose for which the area is pro-
tected. 

(Approved by the Office of Management and 
Budget under control number 3067–0120) 

[48 FR 37039, Aug. 16, 1983, as amended at 57 
FR 22662, May 29, 1992]

§ 71.5 Violations. 
(a) Any flood insurance policy which 

has been issued where the terms of this 
section have not been complied with or 
is otherwise inconsistent with the pro-
visions of this section, is void ab initio 
and without effect. 

(b) Any false statements or false rep-
resentations of any kind made in con-
nection with the requirements of this 
part may be punishable by fine or im-
prisonment under 18 U.S. Code section 
1001.
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