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(c) The Foundation may name, from 
among those applicants recommended 
by the Fellow Selection Committee, an 
alternate or alternates for each fellow-
ship. An alternate will receive a fellow-
ship if the person named as a James 
Madison Fellow declines the award or 
is not able to pursue graduate study as 
contemplated at the time the fellow-
ship was accepted. An alternate may be 
named to replace a Fellow who declines 
or relinquishes an award until, but no 
later than, March 1st following the 
competition in which the alternate has 
been selected. 

(d) Funds permitting, the Foundation 
may also select, from among those rec-
ommended by the Fellow Selection 
Committee, Fellows at large.

Subpart E—Graduate Study
§ 2400.40 Institutions of graduate 

study. 
Fellowship recipients may attend 

any accredited university in the United 
States with a master’s degree program 
offering courses or training that em-
phasize the origins, principles, and de-
velopment of the Constitution of the 
United States and its comparison with 
the constitutions and history of other 
forms of government.

§ 2400.41 Degree programs. 
(a) Fellows may pursue a master’s de-

gree in history or political science (in-
cluding government or politics), the 
degree of Master of Arts in Teaching in 
history or political science (including 
government or politics), or a related 
master’s degree in education that per-
mits a concentration in American his-
tory, American government, social 
studies, or political science. Graduate 
degrees under which study is excluded 
from fellowship support are indicated 
in § 2400.63. 

(b) A master’s degree pursued under a 
James Madison Fellowship may entail 
either one or two years or their equiva-
lent of study, according to the require-
ments of the university at which a Fel-
low is enrolled.

§ 2400.42 Approval of Plan of Study. 
The Foundation must approve each 

Fellow’s Plan of Study. To be ap-
proved, the plan must: 

(a) On a part-time or full-time basis 
lead to a master’s degree in history or 
political science, the degree of Master 
of Arts in Teaching in history or polit-
ical science, or a related master’s de-
gree in education that permits a con-
centration in American history, Amer-
ican government, social studies, or po-
litical science; 

(b) Include courses, graduate semi-
nars, or opportunities for independent 
study in topics directly related to the 
framing and history of the constitution 
of the United States; 

(c) Be pursued at a university that 
assures a willingness to accept up to 6 
semester hours of accredited transfer 
credits from another graduate institu-
tion for a Fellow’s satisfactory comple-
tion of the Foundation’s Summer Insti-
tute on the Constitution. For the 
Foundation’s purposes, these 6 semes-
ter hours may be included in the re-
quired minimum of 12 semester hours 
or their equivalent of study of the 
United States Constitution; and 

(d) Be pursued at a university that 
encourages the Fellow to enhance his 
or her capacities as a teacher of Amer-
ican history, American government, 
social studies, or political science and 
to continue his or her career as a sec-
ondary school teacher. The Foundation 
reserves the right to refuse to approve 
a Fellow’s Plan of Study at a univer-
sity that will not accept on transfer 
the 6 credits for the Institute.

§ 2400.43 Required courses of graduate 
study. 

(a) To be acceptable to the Founda-
tion, those courses related to the Con-
stitution referred to in § 2400.43(b) must 
amount to at least 12 semester or 18 
quarter hours or their credit hour 
equivalent of study of topics directly 
related to the United States Constitu-
tion. More than 12 semester hours or 
their credit hour equivalent of such 
study is strongly encouraged. 

(b) The courses that fulfill the re-
quired minimum of 12 semester hours 
or their credit hour equivalent of study 
of the United States Constitution must 
cover one or more of the following sub-
ject areas: 

(1) The history of colonial America 
leading up to the framing of the Con-
stitution; 
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(2) The Constitution itself, its fram-
ing, the history and principles upon 
which it is based, its ratification, the 
Federalist Papers, Anti-Federalist 
writings, and the Bill of Rights; 

(3) The historical development of po-
litical theory, constitutional law, and 
civil liberties as related to the Con-
stitution; 

(4) Interpretations of the Constitu-
tion by the Supreme Court and other 
branches of the federal government; 

(5) Debates about the Constitution in 
other forums and about the effects of 
constitutional norms and decisions 
upon American society and culture; 
and 

(6) Any other subject clearly related 
to the framing, history, and principles 
of the Constitution. 

(c) If a master’s degree program in 
which a Fellow is enrolled requires a 
master’s thesis in place of a course or 
courses, the Fellow will have the op-
tion of writing the thesis based on the 
degree requirements. The preparation 
of a master’s thesis should not add ad-
ditional required credits to the min-
imum number of credits required for 
the master’s degree. If a Fellow must 
write a thesis, the topic of the thesis 
must relate to subjects concerning the 
framing, principles, or history of the 
United States Constitution. If the Fel-
low can choose between two degree 
tracks, a thesis track or a non-thesis 
track, the Foundation strongly encour-
ages the non-thesis track.

§ 2400.44 Commencement of graduate 
study. 

(a) Fellows may commence study 
under their fellowships as early as the 
summer following the announcement of 
their award. Fellows are normally ex-
pected to commence study under their 
fellowships in the fall term of the aca-
demic year following the date on which 
their award is announced. However, as 
indicated in § 2400.6, they may seek to 
postpone the commencement of fellow-
ship study under extenuating cir-
cumstances. 

(b) In determining the two- and five-
year fellowship periods of Junior and 
Senior Fellows respectively, the Foun-
dation will consider the commence-
ment of the fellowship period to be the 

date on which each Fellow commences 
study under a fellowship.

§ 2400.45 Special consideration: Junior 
Fellows’ Plan of Study. 

Applicants for Junior Fellowships 
who seek or hold baccalaureate degrees 
in education are strongly encouraged 
to pursue master’s degrees in history 
or political science. Those applicants 
who hold undergraduate degrees in his-
tory, political science, government, or 
any other subjects may take some 
teaching methods and related courses, 
although the Foundation will not pay 
for them unless they are required for 
the degree for which the Fellow is ma-
triculated. The Foundation will review 
each proposed Plan of Study for an ap-
propriate balance of subject matter and 
other courses based on the Fellow’s 
goals, background, and degree require-
ments.

§ 2400.46 Special consideration: second 
master’s degree. 

The Foundation may award Senior 
Fellowships to applicants who are 
seeking their second master’s degrees 
providing that the applicants’ first 
master’s degree was obtained at least 
five years prior to the year in which 
the applicants would normally com-
mence study under a fellowship. In 
evaluating applications from individ-
uals intending to pursue a second mas-
ter’s degree, the Fellow Selection Com-
mittee will favor those applicants who 
are planning to become American his-
tory, American government, social 
studies, or political science teachers 
after having taught another subject 
and applicants whose initial master’s 
degree was in a subject different from 
that sought under the second master’s 
degree.

§ 2400.47 Summer Institute’s relation-
ship to fellowship. 

Each year, the Foundation offers, 
normally during July, a four-week 
graduate-level Institute on the prin-
ciples, framing, ratification, and imple-
mentation of the United States Con-
stitution at an accredited university in 
the Washington, DC area. The Institute 
is an integral part of each fellowship.
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