Office of Child Support Enforcement, ACF, HHS

Tribal CSE agency means the organi-
zational unit in the Tribe or Tribal or-
ganization that has the delegated au-
thority for administering or super-
vising the Tribal CSE program under
section 455(f) of the Act.

Tribal organization means the recog-
nized governing body of any Indian
Tribe as defined in this part; any le-
gally established organization of Indi-
ans which is controlled, sanctioned, or
chartered by such governing body or
which is democratically elected by the
adult members of the Indian commu-
nity to be served by such organization
and which includes the maximum par-
ticipation of Indians in all phases of its
activities: Provided, That in any case
where a contract is let or grant made
to an organization to perform services
benefitting one or more Indian Tribes,
the approval of each such Indian Tribe
shall be a prerequisite to the letting or
making of such contract or grant.

§310.10 Who is eligible to apply for
Federal funding to operate a Tribal
CSE program?

The following are eligible to apply to
receive Federal funding to operate a
Tribal CSE program meeting the re-
quirements of this part:

(@) An Indian Tribe meeting the re-
quirements of §310.180 of this part, with
at least 100 children under the age of
majority as defined by Tribal law or
code, in the population subject to the
jurisdiction of the Tribal court or ad-
ministrative agency.

(b) A Tribal organization meeting the
requirements of §310.180 of this part,
that demonstrates the authorization of
one or more Indian Tribes to operate a
Tribal CSE program on their behalf,
with a total of at least 100 children
under the age of majority as defined by
Tribal law or code, in the population of
the Tribe(s) that is subject to the juris-
diction of the Tribal court (or courts)
or administrative agency (or agencies).

Subpart B—Tribal CSE Program
Application Procedures

§310.15 What is a Tribal CSE program
application?

(a) Initial application. The initial ap-
plication must include:

§310.25

(1) Standard application forms SF
424, Application for Federal Assistance,
and SF 424A, Budget Information—
Non-Construction Programs; and

(2) A Tribal CSE plan—a comprehen-
sive statement meeting the require-
ments of subpart C of this part that de-
scribes the capacity of the Tribe or
Tribal organization to operate a CSE
program meeting the objectives of title
IV-D of the Act, including establish-
ment of paternity, establishment,
modification, and enforcement of sup-
port orders, and location of noncusto-
dial parents.

(b) Annual refunding applications. (1)
Annual refunding applications must in-
clude standard application forms SF
424, Application for Federal Assistance,
and SF 424A, Budget Information—
Non-Construction Programs. As appro-
priate, annual refunding applications
also may include amendment(s) to the
Tribal CSE plan.

(2) [Reserved]

(c) Additional application requirement
for Tribal organizations. The application
of a Tribal organization must ade-
quately demonstrate that each partici-
pating Tribe authorizes the Tribal or-
ganization to operate a Tribal CSE pro-
gram on its behalf.

§310.20 Who submits a Tribal CSE pro-
gram application?

The authorized representative of the
Tribe or Tribal organization must sign
and submit the Tribal CSE program ap-
plication.

§310.25 When must a Tribe or Tribal
organization submit a Tribal CSE
program application?

(a) The initial application consisting
of the Tribal CSE program plan that
meets the requirements under subpart
C of this part, and the application and
budget information forms (SF 424, Ap-
plication for Federal Assistance, and
SF 424A, Budget Information—Non-
Construction Programs) may be sub-
mitted at any time.

(b) Subsequent refunding applica-
tions containing only SF 424, Applica-
tion for Federal Assistance, and SF
424A, Budget Information—Non-Con-
struction Programs, must be submitted
annually at least 60 days before the be-
ginning of the next budget period if the
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§310.30

Tribe or Tribal organization wishes to
receive its funding on time.

(c) If a Tribe or Tribal organization
intends to make any substantial or ma-
terial change in any aspect of the Trib-
al CSE program:

(1) A Tribal CSE plan amendment
must be submitted at the earliest rea-
sonable time for approval under §310.35.
The plan amendment must describe
and, as appropriate, document the
changes the Tribe or Tribal organiza-
tion proposes to make to its CSE plan,
consistent with the requirements under
§310.65.

(2) Any amendment of an approved
Tribal CSE plan may, at the option of
the Tribe or Tribal organization, be
considered as a submission of a new
Tribal CSE plan. If the Tribe or Tribal
organization requests that such amend-
ments be so considered, they must be
submitted no less than 90 days before
the proposed effective date of the new
plan.

(d) [Reserved]

(e) The effective date of a plan
amendment may not be earlier than
the first day of the calendar quarter in
which an approvable plan is submitted.

§310.30 Where does the Tribe or Trib-
al organization submit the applica-
tion?

Applications must be submitted to
the central office of the Office of Child
Support Enforcement, Attention: Trib-
al Child Support Enforcement Pro-
gram, 370 L’Enfant Promenade, SW,
Washington, DC 20447, with a copy to
the appropriate regional office.

§310.35 What are the procedures for
approval or disapproval of Tribal
CSE program applications and plan
amendment(s)?

(a) The Secretary of the Department
of Health and Human Services or des-
ignee will determine whether the Trib-
al CSE program application or Tribal
CSE plan amendment submitted for ap-
proval conforms to the requirements of
approval under the Act and these regu-
lations not later than the 90th day fol-
lowing the date on which the Tribal
CSE application or Tribal CSE plan
amendment is received by the Sec-
retary or designee, unless additional
information is needed from the Tribe
or Tribal organization. The Secretary
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or designee will notify the Tribe or
Tribal organization if additional time
or information is required to determine
whether the application or plan amend-
ment may be approved.

(b) The Secretary or designee will ap-
prove the application or determine
that the application will be dis-
approved within 45 days of receipt of
any additional information requested
from the Tribe or Tribal organization.

§310.40 What is the basis for dis-
approval of a Tribal CSE program
application or plan amendment(s)?

(@) An application or plan amend-
ment will be disapproved if:

(1) The Secretary or designee deter-
mines that the application or plan
amendment fails to meet one or more
of the requirements set forth in this
part;

(2) The Secretary or designee deter-
mines that the laws, code, regulations,
and procedures described in the appli-
cation or plan amendment will not
achieve the outcomes consistent with
the objectives of title IV—D including:
ensuring access to services; paternity
establishment; support order establish-
ment; basing child support orders on
the noncustodial parent’s ability to
pay; collecting support; making timely
and accurate payments to families;
protecting due process rights; and pro-
tecting security of data;

(3) The Secretary or designee deter-
mines that the application or plan
amendment is not complete (after the
Tribe or Tribal organization has had
the opportunity to submit the nec-
essary information); or

(4) The Secretary or designee deter-
mines that the requested funding is not
reasonable and necessary (after the
Tribe or Tribal organization has had
the opportunity to make appropriate
adjustments).

(b) A written Notice of Disapproval of
the Tribal CSE program application or
plan amendment will be sent to the
Tribe or Tribal organization upon the
determination that any of the condi-
tions of §310.40(a) apply. The Notice of
Disapproval will include the specific
reason(s) for disapproval.
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