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Subpart A—AM Broadcast Stations

§73.1 Scope.

This subpart contains those rules
which apply exclusively to the AM
broadcast service and are in addition to
those rules in Subpart H which are
common to all AM, FM and TV broad-
cast services, commercial and non-
commercial.

[47 FR 8587, Mar. 1, 1982]

§73.14 AM broadcast definitions.

AM broadcast band. The band of fre-
quencies extending from 535 to 1705
kHz.

AM broadcast channel. The band of
frequencies occupied by the carrier and
the upper and lower sidebands of an
AM broadcast signal with the carrier
frequency at the center. Channels are
designated by their assigned carrier
frequencies. The 117 carrier frequencies
assigned to AM broadcast stations
begin at 540 kHz and progress in 10 kHz
steps to 1700 kHz. (See §73.21 for the
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classification of AM broadcast chan-
nels).

AM broadcast station. A broadcast sta-
tion licensed for the dissemination of
radio communications intended to be
received by the public and operated on
a channel in the AM broadcast band.

Amplitude modulated stage. The radio-
frequency stage to which the modu-
lator is coupled and in which the car-
rier wave is modulated in accordance
with the system of amplitude modula-
tion and the characteristics of the
modulating wave.

Amplitude modulator stage. The last
amplifier stage of the modulating wave
amplitude modulates a radio-frequency
stage.

Antenna current. The radio-frequency
current in the antenna with no modu-
lation.

Antenna input power. The product of
the square of the antenna current and
the antenna resistance at the point
where the current is measured.

Antenna resistance. The total resist-
ance of the transmitting antenna sys-
tem at the operating frequency and at
the point at which the antenna current
is measured.

Auxiliary facility. An auxiliary facil-
ity is an AM antenna tower(s) separate
from the main facility’s antenna
tower(s), permanently installed at the
same site or at a different location,
from which an AM station may broad-
cast for short periods without prior
Commission authorization or notice to
the Commission while the main facil-
ity is not in operation (e.g., where
tower work necessitates turning off the
main antenna or where lightning has
caused damage to the main antenna or
transmission system) (See §73.1675).

Blanketing. The interference which is
caused by the presence of an AM broad-
cast signal of one volt per meter (V/m)
or greater strengths in the area adja-
cent to the antenna of the transmit-
ting station. The 1 VV/m contour is re-
ferred to as the blanket contour and
the area within this contour is referred
to as the blanket area.

Carrier-amplitude regulation (Carrier
shift). The change in amplitude of the
carrier wave in an amplitude-modu-
lated transmitter when modulation is
applied under conditions of symmet-
rical modulation.



