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INMARSAT. INMARSAT Ltd. is a private 
commercial company licensed in the United 
Kingdom.

* * * * *

Maritime mobile service identities (MMSI). An 
international system for the identification 
of radio stations in the maritime mobile 
service. The system is comprised of a series 
of nine digits which are transmitted over the 
radio path to uniquely identify ship stations, 
ship earth stations, coast stations, coast 
earth stations and groups of stations.

* * * * *

Safety signal. (1) The safety signal is the 
international radiotelegraph or radio-
telephone signal which indicates that the 
station sending this signal is preparing to 
transmit a message concerning the safety of 
navigation or giving important meteorolog-
ical warnings. 

(2) In radiotelegraphy, the international 
safety signals consists of three repetitions of 
the group ‘‘TTT,’’ sent before the call, with 
the letters of each group and the successive 
groups clearly separated from each other. 

(3) In radiotelephony, the international 
safety signal consists of three oral repeti-
tions of ‘‘Security,’’ pronounced as the 
French word ‘‘Securite,’’ sent before the call. 

(4) For GMDSS, safety calls result in an 
audible alarm and visual indication that the 
station sending this signal has a very urgent 
message to transmit concerning the safety of 
navigation or giving important meteorolog-
ical warnings.

* * * * *

Urgency signal. (1) The urgency signal is 
the international radiotelegraph or radio-
telephone signal which indicates that the 
calling station has a very urgent message to 
transmit concerning the safety of a ship, air-
craft, or other vehicle, or of some person on 
board or within sight. 

(2) In radiotelegraphy, the international 
urgency signal consists of three repetitions 
of the group ‘‘XXX,’’ sent before the call, 
with the letters of each group and the suc-
cessive groups clearly separated from each 
other. 

(3) In radiotelephony, the international ur-
gency signal consists of three oral repeti-
tions of the group of words ‘‘PAN PAN’’, 
each word of the group pronounced as the 
French word ‘‘PANNE’’ and sent before the 
call. 

(4) For GMDSS, urgency calls result in an 
audible alarm and visual indication that the 
station sending this signal has a very urgent 
message to transmit concerning the safety of 
a ship, aircraft, or other vehicle, or of some 
person on board or within sight.

Subpart B—Applications and 
Licenses

§ 80.11 Scope. 
This subpart contains the procedures 

and requirements for the filing of ap-
plications for licenses to operate radio 
facilities in the maritime services. 
Part 1 of the Commission’s rules con-
tains the general rules of practice and 
procedure applicable to proceedings be-
fore the FCC.

§ 80.13 Station license required. 
(a) Except as noted in paragraph (c) 

of this section, stations in the mari-
time service must be licensed by the 
FCC either individually or by fleet. 

(b) One ship station license will be 
granted for operation of all maritime 
services transmitting equipment on 
board a vessel. Radiotelegraph and nar-
row-band directing-printing equipment 
will not be authorized, however, unless 
specifically requested by the applicant. 

(c) A ship station is licensed by rule 
and does not need an individual license 
issued by the FCC if the ship station is 
not subject to the radio equipment car-
riage requirements any statute, treaty 
or agreement to which the United 
States is signatory, the ship station 
does not travel to foreign ports, and 
the ship station does not make inter-
national communications. A ship sta-
tion licensed by rule is authorized to 
transmit radio signals using a marine 
radio operating in the 156–162 MHz 
band, any type of EPIRB, and any type 
of radar installation. All other trans-
missions must be authorized under a 
ship station license. Even though an 
individual license is not required, a 
ship station licensed by rule must be 
operated in accordance with all appli-
cable operating requirements, proce-
dures, and technical specifications 
found in this part. 

[61 FR 58010, Nov. 12, 1996, as amended at 62 
FR 40304, July 28, 1997]

§ 80.15 Eligibility for station license.
(a) General. A station license cannot 

be granted to or held by a foreign gov-
ernment or its representative. 

(b) Public coast stations and Alaska-
public fixed stations. A station license 
for a public coast station or an Alaska-
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