§80.143

mobile service must be in accordance with
the operating procedures contained in the
latest version of ITU-R Recommendation
M.492-6, ‘““Operational Procedures for the use
of Direct-Printing Telegraph Equipment in
the Maritime Mobile Service,” with Annex,
1995, that does not prevent the use of exist-
ing equipment. ITU-R Recommendation
M.492-6 with Annex is incorporated by ref-
erence. The Director of the Federal Register
approves this incorporation by reference in
accordance with 5 U.S.C. 552(a) and 1 CFR
Part 51. Copies of this standard can be in-
spected at the Federal Communications
Commission, 445 12th Street, SW, Wash-
ington, DC (Reference Information Center)
or at the Office of the Federal Register, 800
North Capitol Street, NW. Suite 700, Wash-
ington, DC. The ITU-R Recommendation can
be purchased from the International Tele-
communication Union (ITU), Place des Na-
tions, CH-1211 Geneva 20, Switzerland.

§80.143 Required
radiotelephony.

(a) Except for compulsory vessels,
each ship radiotelephone station li-
censed to operate in the band 1605-3500
kHz must be able to receive and trans-
mit J3E emission on the frequency 2182
kHz. Ship stations are additionally au-
thorized to receive and transmit H3E
emission for communications with for-
eign coast stations and with vessels of
foreign registry. If the station is used
for other than safety communications,
it must be capable also of receiving and
transmitting the J3E emission on at
least two other frequencies in that
band. However, ship stations which op-
erate exclusively on the Mississippi
River and its connecting waterways,
and on high frequency bands above 3500
kHz, need be equipped with 2182 kHz
and one other frequency within the
band 1605-3500 kHz. Additionally, use of
A3E emission is permitted for distress
and safety purposes on 2182 kHz for
portable survival craft equipment also
having the capability to operate on 500
kHz and for transmitters authorized
for use prior to January 1, 1972.

(b) Except as provided in paragraph
(c) of this section, at least one VHF ra-
diotelephone transmitter/receiver must
be able to transmit and receive on the
following frequencies:

(1) The distress, safety and calling
frequency 156.800 MHz;
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(2) The primary intership safety fre-
quency 156.300 MHz;

(3) One or more working frequencies;
and

(4) All other frequencies necessary
for its service.

(c) Where a ship ordinarily has no re-
quirement for VHF communications,
handheld VHF equipment may be used
solely to comply with the bridge-to-
bridge navigational communication re-
quirements contained in subpart U of
this part.

[51 FR 31213, Sept. 2, 1986, as amended at 52
FR 35244, Sept. 18, 1987]

EFFECTIVE DATE NOTE: At 68 FR 46961, Aug.
7, 2003, §80.143 was amended by revising para-
graph (a) effective October 6, 2003. For the
convenience of the user the revised text is
set forth as follows:

§80.143 Required
radiotelephony.
(a) Except for compulsory vessels, each
ship radiotelephone station licensed to oper-
ate in the band 1605-3500 kHz must be able to
receive and transmit J3E emission on the
frequency 2182 kHz. Ship stations are addi-
tionally authorized to receive and transmit
H3E emission for communications with for-
eign coast stations and with vessels of for-
eign registry. If the station is used for other
than safety communications, it must be ca-
pable also of receiving and transmitting the
J3E emission on at least two other fre-
quencies in that band. However, ship sta-
tions which operate exclusively on the Mis-
sissippi River and its connecting waterways,
and on high frequency bands above 3500 kHz,
need be equipped with 2182 kHz and one other
frequency within the band 1605-3500 kHz.

frequencies for

§80.145 Class C EPIRB operational
procedures.

Class C EPIRBs must be used for dis-
tress purposes only after use of the
VHF/FM radiotelephone installation,
in accordance with §80.320, has proved
unsuccessful or when a VHF/FM radio-
telephone installation is not fitted, or
when specifically requested to do so by
a station engaged in search and rescue
operations.

EFFECTIVE DATE NOTE: At 68 FR 46962, Aug.
7, 2003 §80.145 was removed effective October
6, 2003.
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SHIPBOARD GENERAL PURPOSE WATCHES

§80.146 Watch on 500 kHz.

During their hours of service, ship
stations using frequencies in the au-
thorized bands between 405-525 kHz
must, remain on watch on 500 kHz ex-
cept when the operator is transmitting
on 500 kHz or operating on another fre-
quency. The provisions of this section
do not relieve the ship from complying
with the requirements for a safety
watch as prescribed in §§80.304 and
80.305.

EFFECTIVE DATE NOTE: At 68 FR 46962, Aug.
7, 2003 §80.146 was removed effective October
6, 2003.

§80.147 Watch on 2182 kHz.

Ship stations must maintain a watch
on 2182 kHz as prescribed by §80.304(b).

EFFECTIVE DATE NOTE: At 68 FR 46962, Aug.
7, 2003, §80.147 was revised effective October
6, 2003. For the convenience of the user the
revised text is set forth as follows:

§80.147 Watch on 2182 kHz.

Ship stations must maintain a watch on
2182 kHz as prescribed by §80.304.

§80.148 Watch on 156.8 MHz (Channel
16).

At least one VHF ship station per
compulsory vessel while underway
must maintain a watch on 156.800 MHz
whenever such station is not being
used for exchanging communications.
The watch is not required:

(a) Where a ship station is operating
only with handheld bridge-to-bridge
VHF radio equipment under §80.143(c)
of this part;

(b) For vessels subject to the Bridge-
to-Bridge Act and participating in a
Vessel Traffic Service (VTS) system
when the watch is maintained on both
the bridge-to-bridge frequency and a
separately assigned VTS frequency; or

(c) For a station on board a vol-
untary vessel equipped with digital se-
lective calling (DSC) equipment, main-
taining a continuous DSC watch on
156.525 MHz whenever such station is
not being used for exchanging commu-
nications, and while such station is
within the VHF service area of a U.S.
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Coast Guard radio facility which is
DSC equipped.

[51 FR 31213, Sept. 2, 1986, as amended at 58
FR 16504, Mar. 29, 1993]

EFFECTIVE DATE NOTE: At 68 FR 46962, Aug.
7, 2003, §80.148 was amended by revising the
introductory text and removing paragraph
(c) effective October 6, 2003. For the conven-
ience of the user, the revised text is set forth
as follows:

§80.148 Watch on 156.8 MHz (Channel 16).

Until February 1, 2005, each compulsory
vessel, while underway, must maintain a
watch for radiotelephone distress calls on
156.800 MHz whenever such station is not
being used for exchanging communications.
For GMDSS ships, 156.525 MHz is the calling
frequency for distress, safety, and general
communications using digital selective call-
ing and the watch on 156.800 MHz is provided
so that ships not fitted with DSC will be able
to call GMDSS ships, thus providing a link
between GMDSS and non-GMDSS compliant
ships. The watch on 156.800 MHz is not re-
quired:

VIOLATIONS

§80.149 Answer to notice of violation.

(a) Any person receiving official no-
tice of violation of the terms of the
Communications Act, any legislative
act, executive order, treaty to which
the United States is a party, terms of a
station or operator license, or the rules
and regulations of the Federal Commu-
nications Commission must within 10
days from such receipt, send a written
answer, in duplicate, to the office of
the Commission originating the official
notice. If an answer cannot be sent or
an acknowledgment made within such
10-day period by reason of illness or
other unavoidable circumstances, ac-
knowledgment and answer must be
made at the earliest practicable date
with a satisfactory explanation of the
delay. The answer to each notice must
be complete in itself and must not be
abbreviated by references to other
communications or answers to other
notices. The answer must contain a full
explanation of the incident involved
and must set forth the action taken to
prevent a continuation or recurrence.
If the notice relates to lack of atten-
tion to or improper operation of the



