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§ 80.509 Frequency assignment. 
Frequencies assignable to private 

coast stations and marine utility sta-
tions are listed in subpart H.

§ 80.511 Assignment limitations. 
(a) Only one port operation, one com-

mercial and one non-commerical fre-
quency will be assigned to a private 
coast station or marine utility station. 
Applications for authority to use more 
than one frequency in any one of the 
above three categories must include a 
showing of need as specified below. 

(b) An application for an additional 
frequency by a person who services ves-
sels, must include a description of the 
vessels with which communication is 
planned and a statement that the ap-
plicant has personal knowledge that 
the ship radio stations are not capable 
of operating on working frequencies al-
ready assigned to the coast station. 

(c) An applicant for an additional fre-
quency based on congestion of the as-
signed frequency may be asked by the 
Commission to show that for any four 
periods of five consecutive days each, 
in the preceding six months, the as-
signed frequency was in use at least 
twenty-five percent of the time during 
three hours of daily peak activity. 

[51 FR 31213, Sept. 2, 1986, as amended at 63 
FR 68956, Dec. 14, 1998]

EFFECTIVE DATE NOTE: At 63 FR 68956, Dec. 
14, 1998, § 80.511 was amended by revising 
paragraph (c). This section contains informa-
tion collection and recordkeeping require-
ments, and the amendment will not become 
effective until approval has been given by 
the Office of Management and Budget.

§ 80.513 Frequency coordination. 
(a) Except as provided in paragraphs 

(b) and (c) of this section each applica-
tion for a new VHF private coast sta-
tion license or modification of an exist-
ing license to be located in an area 
having a recognized frequency coordi-
nating committee must be accom-
panied by: 

(1) A report based on a field study, in-
dicating the degree of probable inter-
ference to existing stations operating 
in the same area. The applicant must 
consider all stations operating on the 
working frequency or frequencies re-

quested or assigned within 80 km (50 
miles) of the proposed station location, 
and 

(2) The report must include a state-
ment that all existing licensees on the 
frequency within 80 km (50 miles) and 
the frequency coordinating committee 
have been notified of the applicant’s 
intention to file an application. The 
notice of intention to file must provide 
the licensees concerned and the advi-
sory committee with the following in-
formation: The frequency and emis-
sion; transmitter location and power; 
and the antenna height proposed by the 
applicant. 

(b) Applications for modification 
need not be accompanied by the field 
study where the modification does not 
involve any change in frequency(ies), 
power, emission, antenna height, an-
tenna location or area of operation. 

(c)(1) In lieu of the field study, the 
applicant may acquire a statement 
from a frequency coordinating com-
mittee. The applicant must certify on 
the application concerning the rec-
ommendations of the coordinating 
committee. The committee must com-
ment on the requested frequency or the 
proposed changes in the authorized sta-
tion and give an opinion regarding the 
probable interference to existing sta-
tions. The committee must consider all 
stations operating on the requested fre-
quency within 80 km (50 miles) of the 
proposed station location. The fre-
quency coordinating committee state-
ment must also recommend a fre-
quency which will result in the least 
amount of interference to proposed and 
existing stations. Committee rec-
ommendations may also include com-
ments on technical factors and may 
recommend restrictions to minimize 
interference. 

(2) A frequency coordinating com-
mittee must be representative of all 
persons who are eligible for VHF pri-
vate coast stations within the service 
area of the recognized frequency co-
ordinating committee. A statement of 
organization, service area and composi-
tion of the committee must be sub-
mitted to the Commission for approval. 
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The functions of any coordinating com-
mittee are purely advisory to the appli-
cant and the Commission. Its rec-
ommendations are not binding upon ei-
ther the applicant or the Commission. 

[51 FR 31213, Sept. 2, 1986, as amended at 63 
FR 68956, Dec. 14, 1998]

EFFECTIVE DATE NOTE: At 63 FR 68956, Dec. 
14, 1998, § 80.513 was amended by revising the 
first sentence of paragraph (c)(1). This sec-
tion contains information collection and rec-
ordkeeping requirements, and the amend-
ment will not become effective until ap-
proval has been given by the Office of Man-
agement and Budget.

§ 80.514 Marine VHF frequency coordi-
nating committee(s). 

This section contains the names of 
organizations that have been recog-
nized by the Commission to serve as 
marine VHF frequency coordinating 
committees for their respective areas. 

(a) The Southern California Marine 
Radio Council serves the California 
counties of Santa Barbara, Kern, San 
Bernardino, Ventura, Los Angeles, Or-
ange, Riverside, San Diego, Imperial 
and the Channel Islands. 

(b) The North Pacific Marine Radio 
Council serves the following counties 
in the State of Washington: Clallam, 
Island, Jefferson, King, Kitsap, Mason, 
Pierce, San Juan, Skagit, Snohomish, 
Thurston, and Whatcom. 

[52 FR 35246, Sept. 18, 1987, as amended at 56 
FR 6583, Feb. 19, 1991; 60 FR 50122, Sept. 28, 
1995; 63 FR 68956, Dec. 14, 1998]

§ 80.515 Limitations on use. 
A private coast station or marine 

utility station using telephony must: 
(a) Not be used for public correspond-

ence; 
(b) Not be used to transmit program 

material for radio broadcasting; and 
(c) Not be used to transmit press ma-

terial or news items which are not re-
quired to serve the needs of ships.

§ 80.517 Time limitation on commu-
nication. 

All communication engaged in by 
private coast stations and marine util-
ity stations must be limited to the 
minimum practicable transmission 
time. Each station licensee must em-
ploy standardized operating practices 
and procedures.

§ 80.519 Station identification. 

(a) Stations must identify trans-
missions by announcing in the English 
language the station’s assigned call 
sign. In lieu of the identification of the 
station by voice, the official call sign 
may be transmitted by tone-modulated 
telegraphy in international Morse Code 
manually or by means of an automatic 
device approved by the Commission. 
Transmissions on the navigation fre-
quency (156.650 MHz) by stations on 
drawbridges may be identified by use of 
the name of the bridge in lieu of the 
call sign. Identification must be made: 

(1) At the beginning and end of each 
exchange of communications and; 

(2) At intervals not exceeding 15 min-
utes whenever transmissions or com-
munications are sustained for more 
than 15 minutes. 

(b) Marine utility stations, private 
coast stations, and associated hand-
held radios, when exchanging commu-
nications, may be identified by a unit 
identifier in lieu of the call sign. Iden-
tification by transmission of the as-
signed call sign must be at the end of 
the exchange or at least once every 15 
minutes. 

[51 FR 31213, Sept. 2, 1986, as amended at 62 
FR 40308, July 28, 1997]

Subpart L—Operational Fixed 
Stations

§ 80.551 Applicability. 

This subpart contains rules applica-
ble to operational fixed stations.

§ 80.553 Supplemental eligibility re-
quirements. 

An applicant for an operational fixed 
station must certify that: 

(a) The applicant is the licensee of a 
coast station; 

(b) Other suitable telecommuni-
cations facilities are not available to 
satisfy coast station requirements. 

[51 FR 31213, Sept. 2, 1986, as amended at 63 
FR 68956, Dec. 14, 1998]

§ 80.555 Scope of communication. 

An operational fixed station provides 
control, repeater or relay functions for 
its associated coast station.
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