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47 CFR Ch. I (10–1–03 Edition)§ 87.185

Frequency or frequency band Subpart Class of station Remarks 

15400–15700 MHz2 ............... Q RL Aeronautical radionavigation. 
24750–25050 MHz ................ F, Q MA, RL Aeronautical radionavigation. 
32300–33400 MHz ................ F, Q MA, RL Aeronautical radionavigation 

1 See 47 CFR 2.106, footnotes S5.444A and US344, for conditions that apply to this band. 
2 See 47 CFR 2.106, footnotes S5.511C and US359, for conditions that apply to this band. 

[53 FR 28940, Aug. 1, 1988, as amended at 54 FR 11721, Mar. 22, 1989; 55 FR 7333, Mar. 1, 1990; 
55 FR 28628, July 12, 1990; 56 FR 21083, May 7, 1991; 56 FR 51656, Oct. 15, 1991; 57 FR 45750, Oct. 
5, 1992; 58 FR 30127, May 26, 1993; 64 FR 27475, May 20, 1999; 65 FR 59357, Oct. 5, 2000; 65 FR 
60112, Oct. 10, 2000; 66 FR 26799, May 15, 2001; 67 FR 17300, Apr. 10, 2002; 67 FR 41858, June 20, 
2002]

Subpart F—Aircraft Stations
§ 87.185 Scope of service. 

(a) Aircraft stations must limit their 
communications to the necessities of 
safe, efficient, and economic operation 
of aircraft and the protection of life 
and property in the air, except as oth-
erwise specifically provided in this 
part. Contact with an aeronautical 
land station must only be attempted 
when the aircraft is within the serivce 
area of the land station. however, air-
craft stations may transmit advisory 
information on air traffic control, 
unicom or aeronautical multicom fre-
quencies for the benefit and use of 
other stations monitoring these fre-
quencies in accordance with FAA rec-
ommended traffic advisory practices. 

(b) Aircraft public correspondence 
service must be made available to all 
persons without discrimination and on 
reasonable demand, and must commu-
nicate without discrimination with any 
public coast station or mobile-satellite 
earth station authorized to provide air-
craft public correspondence service. 

(c) Aircraft public correspondence 
service on maritime mobile frequencies 
may only be carried by aircraft sta-
tions licensed to use maritime mobile 
frequencies and must follow the rules 
for public correspondence in part 80. 

(d) Aircraft public correspondence 
service on Aeronautical Mobile-Sat-
ellite (R) Service frequencies may only 
be carried on aircraft earth stations li-
censed to use Aeronautical Mobile-Sat-
ellite (R) frequencies and are subject to 
the rules for public correspondence in 
this part. Aircraft public correspond-
ence service on Maritime Mobile-Sat-
ellite Service frequencies may only be 
carried by aircraft earth stations li-
censed to use Maritime Mobile-Sat-

ellite frequencies and are subject to 
the rules for public correspondence in 
part 80. 

[53 FR 28940, Aug. 1, 1988, as amended at 57 
FR 45750, Oct. 5, 1992]

§ 87.187 Frequencies. 

(a) Frequencies used for air-ground 
Communications are listed in subpart 
E. Aircraft stations may use fre-
quencies assigned to Government or 
non-Government aeronautical stations 
or radionavigation land stations if the 
communications are within the aero-
nautical or radionavigation land sta-
tion scope of service. 

(b) 410 kHz is the international direc-
tion-finding frequency for use outside 
the continental United States. 

(c) 457 kHz is an authorized working 
frequency for flights over the high 
seas. 

(d) 500 kHz an international calling 
and distress frequency for aircraft on 
flights over the high seas. Except for 
distress, urgency or safety messages an 
aircraft station must not transmit on 
500 kHz during the silence periods for 
three minutes twice each hour begin-
ning at x h. 15 and x h.45 Coordinated 
Universal Time (u.t.c.). 

(e) The frequency 2182 khz is an inter-
national distress and calling frequency 
for use by ship, aircraft and survival 
craft stations. Aircraft stations must 
use J3E emission when operating on 
2182 kHz and communicating with do-
mestic public and private coast sta-
tions. The emission H3E may be used 
when communicating with foreign 
coast and ship stations. 

(f) The frequencies 3023 kHz, 5680 kHz, 
122.900 MHz and 123.100 MHz are author-
ized for use by aircraft engaged in
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