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Subpart Q—Developmental 
Operation

§ 90.501 Scope. 

This subpart supplements part 1, sub-
part F of this chapter by describing 
further requirements for the filing of 
applications for developmental li-
censes. It includes special require-
ments related to developmental oper-
ation, restrictions on operations, and 
special reports required when the de-
velopment operation is to seek oper-
ational data or techniques directed to-
ward the extension of that service. 

[63 FR 68967, Dec. 14, 1998]

§ 90.503 Eligibility. 

Those persons who are eligible to op-
erate stations in services under this 
part on a regular basis are also eligible 
to obtain an authorization for develop-
mental operation in those particular 
radio services.

§ 90.505 Showing required. 

(a) Except as provided in paragraph 
(b) of this section, each application for 
developmental operation shall be ac-
companied by a showing that: 

(1) The applicant has an organized 
plan of development leading to a spe-
cific objective; 

(2) The actual transmission by radio 
is essential to proceed beyond the 
present stage of the program; 

(3) The program has reasonable prom-
ise of substantial contribution to the 
expansion or extension of the radio art, 
or is investigating new unexplored con-
cepts in radio transmission and com-
munications; 

(4) The program will be conducted by 
qualified personnel; 

(5) The applicant is legally and finan-
cially qualified, and possesses adequate 
technical facilities to conduct the pro-
posed program; and 

(6) The public interest, convenience, 
and necessity will be served by the pro-
posed operation. 

(b) The provisions of paragraph (a) of 
this section do not apply when an ap-
plication is made for developmental op-
eration solely for the reason that the 
frequency requested is restricted to 
such developmental use.

§ 90.507 Limitations on use. 
Stations used for developmental op-

eration shall conform to all technical 
and operating requirements of subparts 
I and N of this part, unless specifically 
exempted in the instrument of author-
ization.

§ 90.509 Frequencies available for as-
signment. 

Stations engaged in developmental 
operation may be authorized to use a 
frequency or frequencies available in 
the service in which they propose to 
operate. The number of channels as-
signed will depend upon the specific re-
quirements of the developmental pro-
gram and the number of frequencies 
available in the particular geo-
graphical area where the station is to 
operate.

§ 90.511 Interference. 
The operation of any station engaged 

in developmental work shall not cause 
harmful interference to the operation 
of stations regularly licensed under 
any part of the Commission’s rules.

§ 90.513 Special provisions. 
(a) The developmental program as de-

scribed by the application for author-
ization shall be followed unless the 
Commission shall otherwise direct. 

(b) Where some phases of the develop-
mental program are not covered by the 
general rules in this chapter and the 
rules in this part, the Commission may 
specify additional requirements or con-
ditions as deemed necessary in the pub-
lic interest, convenience, or necessity. 

(c) The Commission may, from time 
to time, require a station engaged in 
developmental work to conduct special 
tests which are reasonable and desir-
able to the authorized developmental 
program.

§ 90.515 Change or cancellation of au-
thorization without hearing. 

Every application for authority to 
engage in developmental operation 
shall be accompanied by a statement 
signed by the applicant in which it is 
agreed that any authorization issued 
pursuant thereto will be accepted with 
the express understanding of the appli-
cant that it is subject to change in any 
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