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that includes all required documenta-
tion.

[48 FR 42240, Sept. 19, 1983, as amended at 51
FR 27489, July 31, 1986; 62 FR 44820, Aug. 22,
1997]

19.602-2 Issuing or denying a Certifi-
cate of Competency (COC).

Within 15 business days (or a longer
period agreed to by the SBA and the
contracting agency) after receiving a
notice that a small business concern
lacks certain elements of responsi-
bility, the SBA Area Office will take
the following actions:

(a) Inform the small business concern
of the contracting officer’s determina-
tion and offer it an opportunity to
apply to the SBA for a COC. (A concern
wishing to apply for a COC should no-
tify the SBA Area Office serving the
geographical area in which the head-
quarters of the offeror is located.)

(b) Upon timely receipt of a complete
and acceptable application, elect to
visit the applicant’s facility to review
its responsibility.

(1) The COC review process is not
limited to the areas of nonresponsi-
bility cited by the contracting officer.

(2) The SBA may, at its discretion,
independently evaluate the COC appli-
cant for all elements of responsibility,
but may presume responsibility exists
as to elements other than those cited
as deficient.

(c) Consider denying a COC for rea-
sons of nonresponsibility not originally
cited by the contracting officer.

(d) When the Area Director deter-
mines that a COC is warranted (for
contracts valued at $25,000,000 or less),
notify the contracting officer and pro-
vide the following options:

(1) Accept the Area Director’s deci-
sion to issue a COC and award the con-
tract to the concern. The COC issuance
letter will then be sent, including as an
attachment a detailed rationale for the
decision; or

(2) Ask the Area Director to suspend
the case for one or more of the fol-
lowing purposes:

(i) To permit the SBA to forward a
detailed rationale for the decision to
the contracting officer for review with-
in a specified period of time.

(if) To afford the contracting officer
the opportunity to meet with the Area
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Office to review all documentation con-
tained in the case file and to attempt
to resolve any issues.

(iii) To submit any information to
the SBA Area Office that the con-
tracting officer believes the SBA did
not consider (at which time the SBA
Area Office will establish a new sus-
pense date mutually agreeable to the
contracting officer and the SBA).

(iv) To permit resolution of an appeal
by the contracting agency to SBA
Headquarters under 19.602-3. However,
there is no contracting officer’s appeal
when the Area Office proposes to issue
a COC valued at $100,000 or less.

(e) At the completion of the process,
notify the concern and the contracting
officer that the COC is denied or is
being issued.

(f) Refer recommendations for
issuing a COC on contracts greater
than $25,000,000 to SBA Headquarters.

[62 FR 44820, Aug. 22, 1997]

19.602-3 Resolving differences be-
tween the agency and the Small
Business Administration.

(a) COCs valued between $100,000 and
$25,000,000. (1) When disagreements
arise about a concern’s ability to per-
form, the contracting officer and the
SBA shall make every effort to reach a
resolution before the SBA takes final
action on a COC. This shall be done
through the complete exchange of in-
formation and in accordance with
agency procedures. If agreement can-
not be reached between the contracting
officer and the SBA Area Office, the
contracting officer shall request that
the Area Office suspend action and
refer the matter to SBA Headquarters
for review. The SBA Area Office shall
honor the request for a review if the
contracting officer agrees to withhold
award until the review process is con-
cluded. Without an agreement to with-
hold award, the SBA Area Office will
issue the COC in accordance with appli-
cable SBA regulations.

(2) SBA Headquarters will furnish
written notice to the procuring agen-
cy’s Director, Office of Small and Dis-
advantaged Business Utilization
(OSDBU) or other designated official
(with a copy to the contracting officer)
that the case file has been received and
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that an appeal decision may be re-
quested by an authorized official.

(3) If the contracting agency decides
to file an appeal, it must notify SBA
Headquarters through its procuring
agency’s Director, OSDBU, or other
designated official, within 10 business
days (or a time period agreed upon by
both agencies) that it intends to appeal
the issuance of the COC.

(4) The appeal and any supporting
documentation shall be filed by the
procuring agency’s Director, OSDBU,
or other designated official, within 10
business days (or a period agreed upon
by both agencies) after SBA Head-
quarters receives the agency’s notifica-
tion in accordance with paragraph
(a)(3) of this subsection.

(5) The SBA Associate Administrator
for Government Contracting will make
a final determination, in writing, to
issue or to deny the COC.

(b) SBA Headquarters’ decisions on
COCs valued over $25,000,000. (1) Prior to
taking final action, SBA Headquarters
will contact the contracting agency
and offer it the following options:

(i) To request that the SBA suspend
case processing to allow the agency to
meet with SBA Headquarters personnel
and review all documentation con-
tained in the case file; or

(if) To submit to SBA Headquarters
for evaluation any information that
the contracting agency believes has
not been considered.

(2) After reviewing all available in-
formation, the SBA will make a final
decision to either issue or deny the
COcC.

(c) Reconsideration of a COC after
issuance. (1) The SBA reserves the right
to reconsider its issuance of a COC,
prior to contract award, if—

(i) The COC applicant submitted false
information or omitted materially ad-
verse information; or

(ii) The COC has been issued for more
than 60 days (in which case the SBA
may investigate the firm’s current cir-
cumstances).

(2) When the SBA reconsiders and re-
affirms the COC, the procedures in sub-
section 19.602-2 do not apply.

(3) Denial of a COC by the SBA does
not preclude a contracting officer from
awarding a contract to the referred
concern, nor does it prevent the con-
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cern from making an offer on any other
procurement.

[62 FR 44821, Aug. 22, 1997]

19.602-4 Awarding the contract.

(a) If new information causes the
contracting officer to determine that
the concern referred to the SBA is ac-
tually responsible to perform the con-
tract, and award has not already been
made under paragraph (c) below, the
contracting officer shall reverse the de-
termination of nonresponsibility, no-
tify the SBA of this action, withdraw
the referral, and proceed to award the
contract.

(b) The contracting officer shall
award the contract to the concern in
question if the SBA issues a COC after
receiving the referral. An SBA-cer-
tified concern shall not be required to
meet any other requirements of respon-
sibility. SBA COC'’s are conclusive with
respect to all elements of responsi-
bility of prospective small business
contractors.

(c) The contracting officer shall pro-
ceed with the acquisition and award
the contract to another appropriately
selected and responsible offeror if the
SBA has not issued a COC within 15
business days (or a longer period of
time agreed to with the SBA) after re-
ceiving the referral.

Subpart 19.7—The Small Business
Subcontracting Program

19.701 Definitions.

As used in this subpart—

Commercial plan means a subcon-
tracting plan (including goals) that
covers the offeror’s fiscal year and that
applies to the entire production of
commercial items sold by either the
entire company or a portion thereof
(e.g., division, plant, or product line).

Failure to make a good faith effort to
comply with the subcontracting plan
means willful or intentional failure to
perform in accordance with the re-
quirements of the subcontracting plan,
or willful or intentional action to frus-
trate the plan.

Individual contract plan means a sub-
contracting plan that covers the entire
contract period (including option peri-
ods), applies to a specific contract, and
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