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shown on the record copy. Original 
records need not be maintained or pro-
duced in an audit if the contractor or 
subcontractor provides photographic or 
electronic images of the original 
records and meets the following re-
quirements: 

(1) The contractor or subcontractor 
has established procedures to ensure 
that the imaging process preserves ac-
curate images of the original records, 
including signatures and other written 
or graphic images, and that the imag-
ing process is reliable and secure so as 
to maintain the integrity of the 
records. 

(2) The contractor or subcontractor 
maintains an effective indexing system 
to permit timely and convenient access 
to the imaged records. 

(3) The contractor or subcontractor 
retains the original records for a min-
imum of one year after imaging to per-
mit periodic validation of the imaging 
systems. 

(d) If the information described in 
paragraph (a) of this section is main-
tained on a computer, contractors shall 
retain the computer data on a reliable 
medium for the time periods pre-
scribed. Contractors may transfer com-
puter data in machine readable form 
from one reliable computer medium to 
another. Contractors’ computer data 
retention and transfer procedures shall 
maintain the integrity, reliability, and 
security of the original computer data. 
Contractors shall also retain an audit 
trail describing the data transfer. For 
the record retention time periods pre-
scribed, contractors shall not destroy, 
discard, delete, or write over such com-
puter data. 

[48 FR 42113, Sept. 19, 1983, as amended at 51 
FR 2649, Jan. 17, 1986; 53 FR 43388, Oct. 26, 
1988; 54 FR 48982, Nov. 28, 1989; 59 FR 67015, 
Dec. 28, 1994; 60 FR 42650, Aug. 16, 1995; 62 FR 
64915, Dec. 9, 1997]

4.704 Calculation of retention periods. 
(a) The retention periods in 4.705 are 

calculated from the end of the contrac-
tor’s fiscal year in which an entry is 
made charging or allocating a cost to a 
Government contract or subcontract. If 
a specific record contains a series of 
entries, the retention period is cal-
culated from the end of the contrac-
tor’s fiscal year in which the final 

entry is made. The contractor should 
cut off the records in annual blocks 
and retain them for block disposal 
under the prescribed retention periods. 

(b) When records generated during a 
prior contract are relied upon by a con-
tractor for cost or pricing data in nego-
tiating a succeeding contract, the pre-
scribed periods shall run from the date 
of the succeeding contract. 

(c) If two or more of the record cat-
egories described in 4.705 are interfiled 
and screening for disposal is not prac-
tical, the contractor shall retain the 
entire record series for the longest pe-
riod prescribed for any category of 
records.

4.705 Specific retention periods. 
The contractor shall retain the 

records identified in 4.705–1 through 
4.705–3 for the periods designated, pro-
vided retention is required under 4.702. 
Records are identified in this subpart 
in terms of their purpose or use and 
not by specific name or form number. 
Although the descriptive identifica-
tions may not conform to normal con-
tractor usage or filing practices, these 
identifications apply to all contractor 
records that come within the descrip-
tion.

4.705–1 Financial and cost accounting 
records. 

(a) Accounts receivable invoices, ad-
justments to the accounts, invoice reg-
isters, carrier freight bills, shipping or-
ders, and other documents which detail 
the material or services billed on the 
related invoices: Retain 4 years. 

(b) Material, work order, or service 
order files, consisting of purchase req-
uisitions or purchase orders for mate-
rial or services, or orders for transfer 
of material or supplies: Retain 4 years. 

(c) Cash advance recapitulations, pre-
pared as posting entries to accounts re-
ceivable ledgers for amounts of expense 
vouchers prepared for employees’ trav-
el and related expenses: Retain 4 years. 

(d) Paid, canceled, and voided checks, 
other than those issued for the pay-
ment of salary and wages: Retain 4 
years. 

(e) Accounts payable records to sup-
port disbursements of funds for mate-
rials, equipment, supplies, and services, 
containing originals or copies of the 
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