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little direct control over the Govern-
ment property because it is located on
a Government installation and is sub-
ject to accessibility by personnel other
than the contractor’s employees and
that by placing the risk on the con-
tractor, the cost of the contract would
be substantially increased.

(c) When justified by the cir-
cumstances, the contract may require
the contractor to assume greater li-
ability for loss of or damage to Govern-
ment property than that contemplated
by the Government property clauses or
the clause at 52.245-8, Liability for the
Facilities. For example, this may be
the case when the contractor is using
Government property primarily for
commercial work rather than Govern-
ment work.

(d) If the Government provides Gov-
ernment property directly to a subcon-
tractor, the terms of paragraph (b)
above shall apply to the subcontractor.

(e) Subcontractors are liable for loss
of or damage to Government property
furnished through a prime contractor.
However, if the prime contract is of a
type listed in subparagraph (b)(1) or (2)
above, the prime contractor may, after
obtaining the contracting officer’s con-
sent, reduce the subcontractor’s liabil-
ity by including in the subcontract a
clause similar to paragraph (g), Lim-
ited risk of loss, as provided in Alter-
nate | of the clause at 52.245-2, Govern-
ment Property (Fixed-Price Contracts),
(for fixed-price contracts) or similar to
the same paragraph of the clause at
52.245-5, Government Property (Cost-
Reimbursement, Time-and-Material, or
Labor-Hour Contracts) (for cost-reim-
bursement contracts). Before con-
senting to a clause that reduces the
subcontractor’s liability, the con-
tracting officer should ensure that the
Government’s interests are sufficiently
protected.

(f) A prime contractor that provides
Government property to a subcon-
tractor shall not be relieved of any re-
sponsibility to the Government that
the prime contractor may have under
the terms of the prime contract.

[48 FR 42392, Sept. 19, 1983, as amended at 53
FR 663, Jan. 11, 1988; 60 FR 48218, Sept. 18,
1995; 62 FR 51271, Sept. 30, 1997]

45.105

45.104 Review and correction of con-
tractors’ property control systems.

(a) The review and approval of a con-
tractor’s property control system shall
be accomplished by the agency respon-
sible for contract administration at a
contractor’s plant or installation. The
review and approval of a contractor’s
property control system by one agency
shall be binding on all other depart-
ments and agencies based on inter-
agency agreements.

(b) The contracting officer or the rep-
resentative assigned the responsibility
as property administrator shall review
contractors’ property control systems
to assure compliance with the Govern-
ment property clauses of the contract.

(c) The property administrator shall
notify the contractor in writing when
its property control system does not
comply with subpart 45.5 or other con-
tract requirements and shall request
prompt correction of deficiencies. If
the contractor does not correct the de-
ficiencies within a reasonable period,
the property administrator shall re-
quest action by the contracting officer
administering the contract. The con-
tracting officer shall—

(1) Notify the contractor in writing
of any required corrections and estab-
lish a schedule for completion of ac-
tions;

(2) Caution the contractor that fail-
ure to take the required corrective ac-
tions within the time specified will re-
sult in withholding or withdrawing sys-
tem approval; and

(3) Advise the contractor that its li-
ability for loss of or damage to Govern-
ment property may increase if approval
is withheld or withdrawn.

45.105 Records of Government prop-
erty.

(a) Contractor records of Government
property established and maintained
under the terms of the contract are the
Government’s  official Government
property records. Duplicate official
records shall not be furnished to or
maintained by Government personnel,
except as provided in paragraph (b)
below.
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