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Federal Acquisition Regulation 7.103

Life-cycle cost means the total cost to 
the Government of acquiring, oper-
ating, supporting, and (if applicable) 
disposing of the items being acquired. 

Order means an order placed under 
a— 

(1) Federal Supply Schedule contract; 
or 

(2) Task-order contract or delivery-
order contract awarded by another 
agency, (i.e., Governmentwide acquisi-
tion contract or multi-agency con-
tract). 

Planner, means the designated person 
or office responsible for developing and 
maintaining a written plan, or for the 
planning function in those acquisitions 
not requiring a written plan. 

[48 FR 42124, Sept. 19, 1983, as amended at 50 
FR 1735, Jan. 11, 1985; 50 FR 52429, Dec. 23, 
1985; 53 FR 34226, Sept. 2, 1988; 60 FR 48236, 
Sept. 18, 1995; 66 FR 2128, Jan. 10, 2001; 67 FR 
56118, Aug. 30, 2002]

7.102 Policy. 

(a) Agencies shall perform acquisi-
tion planning and conduct market re-
search (see part 10) for all acquisitions 
in order to promote and provide for— 

(1) Acquisition of commercial items 
or, to the extent that commercial 
items suitable to meet the agency’s 
needs are not available, nondevelop-
mental items, to the maximum extent 
practicable (10 U.S.C. 2377 and 41 U.S.C. 
251, et seq.); and 

(2) Full and open competition (see 
part 6) or, when full and open competi-
tion is not required in accordance with 
part 6, to obtain competition to the 
maximum extent practicable, with due 
regard to the nature of the supplies or 
services to be acquired (10 U.S.C. 
2301(a)(5) and 41 U.S.C. 253a(a)(1)). 

(b) This planning shall integrate the 
efforts of all personnel responsible for 
significant aspects of the acquisition. 
The purpose of this planning is to en-
sure that the Government meets its 
needs in the most effective, economi-
cal, and timely manner. Agencies that 
have a detailed acquisition planning 
system in place that generally meets 
the requirements of 7.104 and 7.105 need 
not revise their system to specifically 
meet all of these requirements. 

[60 FR 48236, Sept. 18, 1995]

7.103 Agency-head responsibilities. 

The agency head or a designee shall 
prescribe procedures for— 

(a) Promoting and providing for full 
and open competition (see part 6) or, 
when full and open competition is not 
required in accordance with part 6, for 
obtaining competition to the max-
imum extent practicable, with due re-
gard to the nature of the supplies and 
services to be acquired (41 U.S.C. 
253a(a)(1)). 

(b) Encouraging offerors to supply 
commercial items, or to the extent 
that commercial items suitable to 
meet the agency needs are not avail-
able, nondevelopmental items in re-
sponse to agency solicitations (10 
U.S.C. 2377 and 41 U.S.C. 251, et seq.); 
and 

(c) Ensuring that acquisition plan-
ners address the requirement to specify 
needs, develop specifications, and to 
solicit offers in such a manner to pro-
mote and provide for full and open 
competition with due regard to the na-
ture of the supplies and services to be 
acquired (10 U.S.C. 2305(a)(1)(A) and 41 
U.S.C. 253A(a)(1)). (See part 6 and 
10.002.) 

(d) Establishing criteria and thresh-
olds at which increasingly greater de-
tail and formality in the planning proc-
ess is required as the acquisition be-
comes more complex and costly, speci-
fying those cases in which a written 
plan shall be prepared; 

(e) Writing plans either on a systems 
basis, on an individual contract basis, 
or on an individual order basis, depend-
ing upon the acquisition. 

(f) Ensuring that the principles of 
this subpart are used, as appropriate, 
for those acquisitions that do not re-
quire a written plan as well as for 
those that do; 

(g) Designating planners for acquisi-
tions; 

(h) Reviewing and approving acquisi-
tion plans and revisions to these plans; 

(i) Establishing criteria and thresh-
olds at which design-to-cost and life-
cycle-cost techniques will be used; 

(j) Establishing standard acquisition 
plan formats, if desired, suitable to 
agency needs; and 
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