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the principal and as otherwise directed
by the principal.

(d) Inspector General. The Inspector
General shall report to and be under
the general supervision of the Sec-
retary and Deputy Secretary. In ac-
cordance with the statutory intent of
the Inspector General Act to create an
independent and objective unit, the In-
spector General is authorized to make
such investigations and reports relat-
ing to the administration of the pro-
grams and operations of the Depart-
ment as are, in the judgment of the In-
spector General, necessary and desir-
able. Neither the Secretary nor the
Deputy Secretary shall prevent or pro-
hibit the Inspector General from initi-
ating, carrying out, or completing any
audit or investigation, or from issuing
any subpoena during the course of any
audit or investigation.

[Amdt. 1-113, 40 FR 43901, Sept. 24, 1975, as
amended by Amdt. 1-157, 45 FR 83404, Dec. 18,
1980]

§1.25 Relationships.

(a) Normal staff role. Normally, the
functions of the Assistant Secretaries
are staff and advisory in nature. In per-
forming their functions, the Assistant
Secretaries are responsible for con-
tinuing liaison and coordination among
themselves and with the operating ad-
ministrations to:

(1) Avoid unnecessary duplication of
effort by or in conflict with the per-
formance of similar activities by the
operating administrations and the
other Assistant Secretaries pursuant
to their Secretarial delegations of au-
thority; and

(2) Assure that the views of the oper-
ating administrations are considered in
developing Departmental policies,
plans, and proposals.

The Assistant Secretaries are also
available to assist, as appropriate, the
operating administrations in imple-
menting Departmental policy and pro-
grams. As primary staff advisors to the
Secretary, the Assistant Secretaries
are concerned with transportation
matters of the broadest scope, includ-
ing modal, intermodal, and other mat-
ters of Secretarial interest.

(b) Exceptions. There are exceptions
to the normal staff role described in
paragraph (a) of this section. In se-
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lected instances, the Secretary has spe-
cifically delegated to Assistant Secre-
taries authority which they may exer-
cise on the Secretary’s behalf. For ex-
ample, the Secretary has delegated au-
thority to the Assistant Secretary for
Transportation Policy and the Assist-
ant Secretary for Aviation and Inter-
national Affairs, as appropriate, to de-
cide on most requests to intervene or
appear before administrative agencies,
subject to the concurrence of the Gen-
eral Counsel. Also, from time to time,
activities of an operational character
may be delegated to an Assistant Sec-
retary when the nature of the function
or its stage of development makes it
untimely to effect assignment to an op-
erating administration.

[Amdt. 1-113, 40 FR 43901, Sept. 24, 1975, as
amended by Amdt. 1-157, 45 FR 83405, Dec. 18,
1980; Amdt. 1-261, 59 FR 10063, Mar. 3, 1994]

§1.26 Secretarial succession.

(@) The following officials, in the
order indicated, shall act as Secretary
of Transportation, in case of the ab-
sence or disability of the Secretary,
until the absence or disability ceases,
or, in case of a vacancy, until a suc-
cessor is appointed:

(1) Deputy Secretary.

(2) Under Secretary of Transpor-
tation for Policy.

(3) General Counsel.

(4) Assistant Secretary for Aviation
and International Affairs.

(5) Assistant Secretary for Transpor-
tation Policy.

(6) Assistant Secretary for Budget
and Programs.

(7) Assistant Secretary for Govern-
mental Affairs.

(8) Assistant Secretary for Adminis-
tration.

(9) Federal Aviation Administrator.

(10) Federal Aviation Administration
Regional Administrator, Southwest
Region.

(11) Federal Aviation Administration
Regional Administrator, Great Lakes
Region.

(b) Without regard to the foregoing, a
person directed to perform the duties
of the Secretary pursuant to 5 U.S.C.



