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49 CFR Ch. I (10–1–03 Edition)§ 174.55

Subpart C—General Handling and 
Loading Requirements

§ 174.55 General requirements. 
(a) Each package containing a haz-

ardous material being transported by 
rail in a freight container or transport 
vehicle must be loaded so that it can-
not fall or slide and must be safe-
guarded in such a manner that other 
freight cannot fall onto or slide into it 
under conditions normally incident to 
transportation. When this protection 
cannot be provided by using other 
freight, it must be provided by block-
ing and bracing. For examples of block-
ing and bracing in freight containers 
and transport vehicles, see Bureau of 
Explosives Pamphlet Nos. 6 and 6C. 

(b) Each package containing a haz-
ardous material bearing package ori-
entation markings prescribed in 
§ 172.312 of this subchapter must be 
loaded within a transport vehicle or 
freight container to remain in the cor-
rect position indicated by those mark-
ings during transportation. 

(c) The doors of a freight container or 
transport vehicle may not be used to 
secure a load that includes a package 
containing a hazardous material unless 
the doors meet the design strength re-
quirements of Specification M–930 (for 
freight containers) and M–931 (for trail-
ers) in the AAR’s Manual of Standards 
and Recommended Practices and the 
load is also within the limits of the de-
sign strength requirements for the 
doors. 

[Amdt. 174–83, 61 FR 28677, June 5, 1996]

§ 174.57 Cleaning cars. 
All hazardous material which has 

leaked from a package in any rail car 
or on other railroad property must be 
carefully removed.

§ 174.59 Marking and placarding of 
rail cars. 

No person may transport a rail car 
carrying hazardous materials unless it 
is marked and placarded as required by 
this subchapter. Placards and car cer-
tificates lost in transit must be re-
placed at the next inspection point, 
and those not required must be re-
moved at the next terminal where the 
train is classified. For Canadian ship-

ments, required placards lost in tran-
sit, must be replaced either by those 
required by part 172 of this subchapter 
or by those authorized under § 171.12a. 

[Amdt. 174–26, 41 FR 16092, Apr. 15, 1976, as 
amended by Amdt. 174–48, 50 FR 41521, Oct. 
11, 1985]

§ 174.61 Transport vehicles and freight 
containers on flat cars. 

(a) A transport vehicle, freight con-
tainer, or package containing a haz-
ardous material must be designed and 
loaded so that it will not become dam-
aged to an extent that would affect its 
integrity under conditions normally in-
cident to transportation. Each unit 
must be secured on a flatcar so that it 
cannot permanently change position 
during transit. Packages of hazardous 
materials contained therein must be 
loaded and braced as provided by 
§§ 174.101, 174.112, 174.115 and 174.55. 
Placards must be applied when pre-
scribed by part 172 of this subchapter 
and part 174. 

(b) Except as specified in § 173.21, a 
truck body, trailer, or freight con-
tainer equipped with heating or refrig-
erating equipment which has fuel or 
any article classed as a hazardous ma-
terial may be loaded and transported 
on a flat car as part of a joint rail high-
way movement. The heating or refrig-
erating equipment is considered to be a 
part of the truck body or trailer and is 
not subject to any other requirements 
of this subchapter. The truck body, 
trailer, or freight container must be se-
cured on the flatcar so that it cannot 
change position during transit. 

[Amdt. 174–26, 41 FR 16092, Apr. 15, 1976, as 
amended by Amdt. 174–26A, 41 FR 40685, Sept. 
20, 1976; Amdt. 174–38, 45 FR 32698, May 19, 
1980; Amdt. 174–39, 45 FR 81572, Dec. 11, 1980; 
Amdt. 174–59, 51 FR 5974, Feb. 18, 1986; Amdt. 
174–68, 57 FR 45464, Oct. 1, 1992; Amdt. 174–79, 
59 FR 64744, Dec. 15, 1994]

§ 174.63 Portable tanks, IM portable 
tanks, IBCs, cargo tanks, and multi-
unit tank car tanks. 

(a) A carrier may not transport a 
bulk packaging (e.g., portable tank, IM 
portable tank, IBC, cargo tank, or 
multi-unit tank car tank) containing a 
hazardous material in container-on-
flatcar (COFC) or trailer-on-flatcar 
(TOFC) service except as authorized by 
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