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12, 1970, or in the case of an offshore 
gathering line, after July 31, 1977, un-
less that replacement, relocation, or 
change has been made in accordance 
with this part. 

(c) Each operator shall maintain, 
modify as appropriate, and follow the 
plans, procedures, and programs that it 
is required to establish under this part. 

[35 FR 13257, Aug. 19, 1970, as amended by 
Amdt. 192–27, 41 FR 34605, Aug. 16, 1976; 
Amdt. 192–30, 42 FR 60148, Nov. 25, 1977]

§ 192.14 Conversion to service subject 
to this part. 

(a) A steel pipeline previously used in 
service not subject to this part quali-
fies for use under this part if the oper-
ator prepares and follows a written 
procedure to carry out the following 
requirements: 

(1) The design, construction, oper-
ation, and maintenance history of the 
pipeline must be reviewed and, where 
sufficient historical records are not 
available, appropriate tests must be 
performed to determine if the pipeline 
is in a satisfactory condition for safe 
operation. 

(2) The pipeline right-of-way, all 
aboveground segments of the pipeline, 
and appropriately selected under-
ground segments must be visually in-
spected for physical defects and oper-
ating conditions which reasonably 
could be expected to impair the 
strength or tightness of the pipeline. 

(3) All known unsafe defects and con-
ditions must be corrected in accord-
ance with this part. 

(4) The pipeline must be tested in ac-
cordance with subpart J of this part to 
substantiate the maximum allowable 
operating pressure permitted by sub-
part L of this part. 

(b) Each operator must keep for the 
life of the pipeline a record of the in-
vestigations, tests, repairs, replace-
ments, and alterations made under the 
requirements of paragraph (a) of this 
section. 

[Amdt. 192–30, 42 FR 60148, Nov. 25, 1977]

§ 192.15 Rules of regulatory construc-
tion. 

(a) As used in this part: 
Includes means including but not lim-

ited to. 

May means ‘‘is permitted to’’ or ‘‘is 
authorized to’’. 

May not means ‘‘is not permitted to’’ 
or ‘‘is not authorized to’’. 

Shall is used in the mandatory and 
imperative sense. 

(b) In this part: 
(1) Words importing the singular in-

clude the plural; 
(2) Words importing the plural in-

clude the singular; and 
(3) Words importing the masculine 

gender include the feminine.

§ 192.16 Customer notification. 

(a) This section applies to each oper-
ator of a service line who does not 
maintain the customer’s buried piping 
up to entry of the first building down-
stream, or, if the customer’s buried 
piping does not enter a building, up to 
the principal gas utilization equipment 
or the first fence (or wall) that sur-
rounds that equipment. For the pur-
pose of this section, ‘‘customer’s buried 
piping’’ does not include branch lines 
that serve yard lanterns, pool heaters, 
or other types of secondary equipment. 
Also, ‘‘maintain’’ means monitor for 
corrosion according to § 192.465 if the 
customer’s buried piping is metallic, 
survey for leaks according to § 192.723, 
and if an unsafe condition is found, 
shut off the flow of gas, advise the cus-
tomer of the need to repair the unsafe 
condition, or repair the unsafe condi-
tion. 

(b) Each operator shall notify each 
customer once in writing of the fol-
lowing information: 

(1) The operator does not maintain 
the customer’s buried piping. 

(2) If the customer’s buried piping is 
not maintained, it may be subject to 
the potential hazards of corrosion and 
leakage. 

(3) Buried gas piping should be— 
(i) Periodically inspected for leaks; 
(ii) Periodically inspected for corro-

sion if the piping is metallic; and 
(iii) Repaired if any unsafe condition 

is discovered. 
(4) When excavating near buried gas 

piping, the piping should be located in 
advance, and the excavation done by 
hand. 
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