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APPENDIX A TO PART 192—INCORPORATED BY 
REFERENCE

APPENDIX B TO PART 192—QUALIFICATION OF 
PIPE

APPENDIX C TO PART 192—QUALIFICATION OF 
WELDERS FOR LOW STRESS LEVEL PIPE

APPENDIX D TO PART 192—CRITERIA FOR CA-
THODIC PROTECTION AND DETERMINATION 
OF MEASUREMENTS

AUTHORITY: 49 U.S.C. 5103, 60102, 60104, 
60108, 60109, 60110, 60113, and 60118; and 49 CFR 
1.53.

SOURCE: 35 FR 13257, Aug. 19, 1970, unless 
otherwise noted.

Subpart A—General

§ 192.1 Scope of part. 
(a) This part prescribes minimum 

safety requirements for pipeline facili-
ties and the transportation of gas, in-
cluding pipeline facilities and the 
transportation of gas within the limits 
of the outer continental shelf as that 
term is defined in the Outer Conti-
nental Shelf Lands Act (43 U.S.C. 1331). 

(b) This part does not appy to— 
(1) Offshore gathering of gas in State 

waters upstream from the outlet flange 
of each facility where hydrocarbons are 
produced or where produced hydro-
carbons are first separated, dehy-
drated, or otherwise processed, which-
ever facility is farther downstream; 

(2) Pipelines on the Outer Conti-
nental Shelf (OCS) that are producer-
operated and cross into State waters 
without first connecting to a trans-
porting operator’s facility on the OCS, 
upstream (generally seaward) of the 
last valve on the last production facil-
ity on the OCS. Safety equipment pro-
tecting RSPA-regulated pipeline seg-
ments is not excluded. Producing oper-
ators for those pipeline segments up-
stream of the last valve of the last pro-
duction facility on the OCS may peti-
tion the Administrator, or designee, for 
approval to operate under RSPA regu-
lations governing pipeline design, con-
struction, operation, and maintenance 
under 49 CFR 190.9. 

(3) Pipelines on the Outer Conti-
nental Shelf upstream of the point at 
which operating responsibility trans-
fers from a producing operator to a 
transporting operator; 

(4) Onshore gathering of gas outside 
of the following areas: 

(i) An area within the limits of any 
incorporated or unincorporated city, 
town, or village. 

(ii) Any designated residential or 
commercial area such as a subdivision, 
business or shopping center, or commu-
nity development. 

(5) Onshore gathering of gas within 
inlets of the Gulf of Mexico except as 
provided in § 192.612; or 

(6) Any pipeline system that trans-
ports only petroleum gas or petroleum 
gas/air mixtures to— 

(i) Fewer than 10 customers, if no 
portion of the system is located in a 
public place; or 

(ii) A single customer, if the system 
is located entirely on the customer’s 
premises (no matter if a portion of the 
system is located in a public place). 

[35 FR 13257, Aug. 19, 1970, as amended by 
Amdt. 192–27, 41 FR 34605, Aug. 16, 1976; 
Amdt. 192–67, 56 FR 63771, Dec. 5, 1991; Amdt. 
192–78, 61 FR 28782, June 6, 1996; Amdt. 192–81, 
62 FR 61695, Nov. 19, 1997; Amdt. 192–92, 68 FR 
46112, Aug. 5, 2003]

§ 192.3 Definitions.
As used in this part: 
Abandoned means permanently re-

moved from service. 
Administrator means the Adminis-

trator, Research and Special Programs 
Administration or his or her delegate. 

Distribution line means a pipeline 
other than a gathering or transmission 
line. 

Exposed pipeline means a pipeline 
where the top of the pipe is protruding 
above the seabed in water less than 15 
feet (4.6 meters) deep, as measured 
from the mean low water. 

Gas means natural gas, flammable 
gas, or gas which is toxic or corrosive. 

Gathering line means a pipeline that 
transports gas from a current produc-
tion facility to a transmission line or 
main. 

Gulf of Mexico and its inlets means the 
waters from the mean high water mark 
of the coast of the Gulf of Mexico and 
its inlets open to the sea (excluding 
rivers, tidal marshes, lakes, and ca-
nals) seaward to include the territorial 
sea and Outer Continental Shelf to a 
depth of 15 feet (4.6 meters), as meas-
ured from the mean low water. 

Hazard to navigation means, for the 
purpose of this part, a pipeline where 
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the top of the pipe is less than 12 
inches (305 millimeters) below the sea-
bed in water less than 15 feet (4.6 me-
ters) deep, as measured from the mean 
low water. 

High–pressure distribution system 
means a distribution system in which 
the gas pressure in the main is higher 
than the pressure provided to the cus-
tomer. 

Line section means a continuous run 
of transmission line between adjacent 
compressor stations, between a com-
pressor station and storage facilities, 
between a compressor station and a 
block valve, or between adjacent block 
valves. 

Listed specification means a specifica-
tion listed in section I of appendix B of 
this part. 

Low-pressure distribution system means 
a distribution system in which the gas 
pressure in the main is substantially 
the same as the pressure provided to 
the customer. 

Main means a distribution line that 
serves as a common source of supply 
for more than one service line. 

Maximum actual operating pressure 
means the maximum pressure that oc-
curs during normal operations over a 
period of 1 year. 

Maximum allowable operating pressure 
(MAOP) means the maximum pressure 
at which a pipeline or segment of a 
pipeline may be operated under this 
part. 

Municipality means a city, county, or 
any other political subdivision of a 
State. 

Offshore means beyond the line of or-
dinary low water along that portion of 
the coast of the United States that is 
in direct contact with the open seas 
and beyond the line marking the sea-
ward limit of inland waters. 

Operator means a person who engages 
in the transportation of gas. 

Outer Continental Shelf means all sub-
merged lands lying seaward and out-
side the area of lands beneath navi-
gable waters as defined in Section 2 of 
the Submerged Lands Act (43 U.S.C. 
1301) and of which the subsoil and sea-
bed appertain to the United States and 
are subject to its jurisdiction and con-
trol. 

Person means any individual, firm, 
joint venture, partnership, corporation, 

association, State, municipality, coop-
erative association, or joint stock asso-
ciation, and including any trustee, re-
ceiver, assignee, or personal represent-
ative thereof. 

Petroleum gas means propane, pro-
pylene, butane, (normal butane or 
isobutanes), and butylene (including 
isomers), or mixtures composed pre-
dominantly of these gases, having a 
vapor pressure not exceeding 208 psi 
(1434 kPa) gage at 100 °F (38 °C). 

Pipe means any pipe or tubing used in 
the transportation of gas, including 
pipe-type holders. 

Pipeline means all parts of those 
physical facilities through which gas 
moves in transportation, including 
pipe, valves, and other appurtenance 
attached to pipe, compressor units, me-
tering stations, regulator stations, de-
livery stations, holders, and fabricated 
assemblies. 

Pipeline facility means new and exist-
ing pipelines, rights-of-way, and any 
equipment, facility, or building used in 
the transportation of gas or in the 
treatment of gas during the course of 
transportation. 

Service line means a distribution line 
that transports gas from a common 
source of supply to (1) a customer 
meter or the connection to a cus-
tomer’s piping, whichever is farther 
downstream, or (2) the connection to a 
customer’s piping if there is no cus-
tomer meter. A customer meter is the 
meter that measures the transfer of 
gas from an operator to a consumer. 

SMYS means specified minimum 
yield strength is: 

(1) For steel pipe manufactured in ac-
cordance with a listed specification, 
the yield strength specified as a min-
imum in that specification; or 

(2) For steel pipe manufactured in ac-
cordance with an unknown or unlisted 
specification, the yield strength deter-
mined in accordance with § 192.107(b). 

State means each of the several 
States, the District of Columbia, and 
the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico. 

Transmission line means a pipeline, 
other than a gathering line, that: 

(a) Transports gas from a gathering 
line or storage facility to a distribu-
tion center, storage facility, or large 
volume customer that is not down-
stream from a distribution center; 
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(b) Operates at a hoop stress of 20 
percent or more of SMYS; or 

(c) Transports gas within a storage 
field. A large volume customer may re-
ceive similar volumes of gas as a dis-
tribution center, and includes fac-
tories, power plants, and institutional 
users of gas. 

Transportation of gas means the gath-
ering, transmission, or distribution of 
gas by pipeline or the storage of gas, in 
or affecting interstate or foreign com-
merce. 

[Amdt. 192–13, 38 FR 9084, Apr. 10, 1973, as 
amended by Amdt. 192–27, 41 FR 34605, Aug. 
16, 1976; Amdt. 192–58, 53 FR 1635, Jan. 21, 
1988; Amdt. 192–67, 56 FR 63771, Dec. 5, 1991; 
Amdt. 192–72, 59 FR 17281, Apr. 12, 1994; Amdt. 
192–78, 61 FR 28783, June 6, 1996; Amdt. 192–81, 
62 FR 61695, Nov. 19, 1997; Amdt. 192–85, 63 FR 
37501, July 13, 1998; Amdt. 192–89, 65 FR 54443, 
Sept. 8, 2000; 68 FR 11749, Mar. 12, 2003]

EFFECTIVE DATE NOTE: By Amdt. 192–93, 68 
FR 53900, Sept. 15, 2003, § 192.3 was amended 
by adding in definitions of ‘‘customer meter’’ 
and ‘‘service regulator’’ and by revising the 
definition of ‘‘service line’’, effective October 
15, 2003. For the convenience of the user, the 
added and revised text is set forth as follows:

§ 192.3 Definitions.

* * * * *

Customer meter means the meter that meas-
ures the transfer of gas from an operator to 
a consumer.

* * * * *

Service line means a distribution line that 
transports gas from a common source of sup-
ply to an individual customer, to two adja-
cent or adjoining residential or small com-
mercial customers, or to multiple residential 
or small commercial customers served 
through a meter header or manifold. A serv-
ice line ends at the outlet of the customer 
meter or at the connection to a customer’s 
piping, whichever is further downstream, or 
at the connection to customer piping if there 
is no meter. 

Service regulator means the device on a 
service line that controls the pressure of gas 
delivered from a higher pressure to the pres-
sure provided to the customer. A service reg-
ulator may serve one customer or multiple 
customers through a meter header or mani-
fold.

* * * * *

§ 192.5 Class locations. 

(a) This section classifies pipeline lo-
cations for purposes of this part. The 
following criteria apply to classifica-
tions under this section. 

(1) A ‘‘class location unit’’ is an on-
shore area that extends 220 yards (200 
meters) on either side of the centerline 
of any continuous 1- mile (1.6 kilo-
meters) length of pipeline. 

(2) Each separate dwelling unit in a 
multiple dwelling unit building is 
counted as a separate building intended 
for human occupancy. 

(b) Except as provided in paragraph 
(c) of this section, pipeline locations 
are classified as follows: 

(1) A Class 1 location is: 
(i) An offshore area; or 
(ii) Any class location unit that has 

10 or fewer buildings intended for 
human occupancy. 

(2) A Class 2 location is any class lo-
cation unit that has more than 10 but 
fewer than 46 buildings intended for 
human occupancy. 

(3) A Class 3 location is: 
(i) Any class location unit that has 46 

or more buildings intended for human 
occupancy; or 

(ii) An area where the pipeline lies 
within 100 yards (91 meters) of either a 
building or a small, well-defined out-
side area (such as a playground, recre-
ation area, outdoor theater, or other 
place of public assembly) that is occu-
pied by 20 or more persons on at least 
5 days a week for 10 weeks in any 12-
month period. (The days and weeks 
need not be consecutive.) 

(4) A Class 4 location is any class lo-
cation unit where buildings with four 
or more stories above ground are prev-
alent. 

(c) The length of Class locations 2, 3, 
and 4 may be adjusted as follows: 

(1) A Class 4 location ends 220 yards 
(200 meters) from the nearest building 
with four or more stories above ground. 

(2) When a cluster of buildings in-
tended for human occupancy requires a 
Class 2 or 3 location, the class location 
ends 220 yards (200 meters) from the 
nearest building in the cluster. 

[Amdt. 192–78, 61 FR 28783, June 6, 1996; 61 FR 
35139, July 5, 1996, as amended by Amdt. 192–
85, 63 FR 37502, July 13, 1998]
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