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§ 210.33 Operation standards (switcher 
locomotives, load cell test stands, 
car coupling operations, and re-
tarders). 

(a) Measurement on receiving prop-
erty of the noise emission levels from 
switcher locomotives, load cell test 
stands, car coupling operations, and re-
tarders shall be performed in accord-

ance with the requirements of 40 CFR 
part 201 and § 210.25 of this part. 

(b) These sources shall be considered 
in noncompliance whenever the test 
measurement, minus the appropriate 
tolerance (§ 210.25), exceeds the noise 
emission levels prescribed in appendix 
A of this part.

APPENDIX A TO PART 210—SUMMARY OF NOISE STANDARDS, 40 CFR PART 201

Paragraph and section Noise source 

Noise 
standard—
A weighted 

sound 
level in dB 

Noise measure 1 Measurement lo-
cation 

All Locomotives Manufactured on or Before 31 
December 1979

201.11(a) .................... Stationary, Idle Throttle Setting ............................ 73 Lmax (slow) .......... 30 m (100 ft) 
201.11(a) .................... Stationary, All Other Throttle Settings .................. 93 ......do ................. Do. 
201.12(a) .................... Moving ................................................................... 96 Lmax (fast) ........... Do.

All Locomotives Manufactured After 31 
December 1979

201.11(b) .................... Stationary, Idle Throttle Setting ............................ 70 Lmax (slow) .......... Do. 
201.11(b) .................... Stationary, All Other Throttle Settings .................. 87 ......do ................. Do. 
201.12(b) .................... Moving ................................................................... 90 Lmax (fast) ........... Do. 
201.11(c) and 

201.12(c).
Additional Requirement for Switcher Locomotives 

Manufactured on or Before 31 December 1979 
Operating in Yards Where Stationary Switcher 
and other Locomotive Noise Exceeds the Re-
ceiving Property Limit of.

65 L90 (fast) 2 ........... Receiving prop-
erty 

201.11(c) .................... Stationary, Idle Throttle Setting ............................ 70 Lmax (slow) .......... 30 m (100 ft) 
201.11(c) .................... Stationary, All Other Throttle Settings .................. 87 ......do ................. Do. 
201.12(c) .................... Moving ................................................................... 90 Lmax (fast) ........... Do.

Rail Cars

201.13(1) .................... Moving at Speeds of 45 mph or Less .................. 88 ......do ................. Do. 
201.13(2) .................... Moving at Speeds Greater than 45 mph .............. 93 ......do ................. Do.

Other Yard Equipment and Facilities

201.14 ........................ Retarders ............................................................... 83 Ladjavemax (fast) .... Receiving prop-
erty 

201.15 ........................ Car-Coupling Operations ...................................... 92 ......do ................. Do. 
201.16 ........................ Locomotive Load Cell Test Stands, Where the 

Noise from Locomotive Load Cell Operations 
Exceeds the Receiving Property Limits of.

65 L90 (fast) 2 ........... Do. 

201.16(a) .................... Primary Standard .................................................. 78 Lmax (slow) .......... 30 m (100 ft). 
201.16(b) .................... Secondary Standard if 30-m Measurement Not 

Feasible.
65 L90 (fast) ............. Receiving prop-

erty located 
more than 120 
m from Load 
Cell. 

1 Lmax=Maximum sound level; L90=Statistical sound level exceeded 90% of the time; Ladjavemax=Adjusted average maximum 
sound level. 

2 L90 must be validated by determining that L10–L99 is less than or equal to 4dB (A). 

[48 FR 56758, Dec. 23, 1983; 49 FR 1521, Jan. 12, 1984]

APPENDIX B TO PART 210—SWITCHER 
LOCOMOTIVE ENFORCEMENT POLICY 

The EPA standards require that the noise 
emissions from all switcher locomotives in a 
particular facility be less than prescribed 
levels measured at 30 meters, under all oper-
ating modes. This requirement is deemed to 

be met unless ‘‘receiving property’’ noise due 
to switcher locomotives exceeds 65 dB(A), 
when measured in accordance with subpart C 
of 40 CFR part 201. The 65 dB(A) receiving 
property standard is the ‘‘trigger’’ for requir-
ing the 30-meter test of switcher loco-
motives. 
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The purpose underlying FRA’s enforce-
ment of the noise standards is to reduce the 
impact of rail operations noise on receiving 
properties. In some instances, measures 
other than the 30-meter test approach may 
more effectively reduce the noise levels at 
receiving properties; therefore, FRA enforce-
ment efforts will focus on abatement proce-
dures that will achieve a reduction of receiv-
ing property noise levels to less than 65 
dB(A). 

For example, a parked, idling locomotive, 
even if equipped with exhaust silencing that 
meets the stationary locomotive standard 
(30-meter test), may cause the receiving 
property standard to be exceeded if located 
on trackage adjacent to the receiving prop-
erty. In that case, application of the 30-
meter test to other switcher locomotives at 
the facility may not serve to reduce the re-
ceiving property noise level. On the other 
hand, operational changes by the railroad 
could significantly reduce receiving property 
noise levels. In such case, FRA would con-
sider retesting after abatement measures 
have been taken. If the receiving property 
noise level is below the trigger and the 
abatement action is adopted, FRA would not 
make a 30-meter test of the switcher loco-
motives at the facility.

PART 211—RULES OF PRACTICE

Subpart A—General

Sec.
211.1 General. 
211.3 Participation by interested persons. 
211.5 Regulatory docket. 
211.7 Filing requirements. 
211.9 Content of rulemaking and waiver pe-

titions.

Subpart B—Rulemaking Procedures

211.11 Processing of petitions for rule-
making. 

211.13 Initiation and completion of rule-
making proceedings. 

211.15 Notice and participation. 
211.17 Publication and contents of notices. 
211.19 Petitions for extensions of time to 

comment. 
211.21 Consideration of comments received. 
211.23 Additional public proceedings. 
211.25 Hearings. 
211.27 Publication of adopted rules and 

withdrawal of notices. 
211.29 Petitions for reconsideration of a 

final rule. 
211.31 Proceedings on petitions for reconsid-

eration of a final rule.

Subpart C—Waivers

211.41 Processing of petitions for waiver of 
safety rules. 

211.43 Processing of other waiver petitions.

Subpart D—Emergency Orders

211.47 Review procedures.

Subpart E—Miscellaneous Safety-Related 
Proceedings and Inquiries

211.51 Tests. 
211.53 Signal applications. 
211.55 Special approvals. 
211.57 Petitions for reconsideration. 
211.59 Proceedings on petitions for reconsid-

eration. 
211.61 Informal safety inquiries.

Subpart F—Interim Procedures for the 
Review of Emergency Orders

211.71 General. 
211.73 Presiding officer; powers. 
211.75 Evidence. 
211.77 Appeal to the Administrator.

APPENDIX A TO PART 211—STATEMENT OF 
AGENCY POLICY CONCERNING WAIVERS RE-
LATED TO SHARED USE OF TRACKAGE OR 
RIGHTS-OF-WAY BY LIGHT RAIL AND CON-
VENTIONAL OPERATIONS

AUTHORITY: 49 U.S.C. 20103, 20107, 20114, 
20306, 20502–20504, and 49 CFR 1.49.

SOURCE: 41 FR 54181, Dec. 13, 1976, unless 
otherwise noted.

Subpart A—General

§ 211.1 General. 
(a) This part prescribes rules of prac-

tice that apply to rulemaking and 
waiver proceedings, review of emer-
gency orders issued under 45 U.S.C. 432, 
and miscellaneous safety-related pro-
ceedings and informal safety inquiries. 
The specific time limits for disposition 
of proceedings apply only to pro-
ceedings initiated after December 31, 
1976, under the Federal Railroad Safety 
Act of 1970 (45 U.S.C. 421 et seq.). When 
warranted, FRA will extend these time 
limits in individual proceedings. How-
ever, each proceeding under the Fed-
eral Railroad Safety Act shall be dis-
posed of within 12 months after the 
date it is initiated. A proceeding shall 
be deemed to be initiated and the time 
period for its disposition shall begin on 
the date a petition or application that 
complies with the requirements of this 
chapter is received by the person des-
ignated in § 211.7. 

(b) As used in this part— 
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