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§ 220.51 Radio communications and 
signal indications. 

(a) No information may be given by 
radio to a train or engine crew about 
the position or aspect displayed by a 
fixed signal. However, a radio may be 
used by a train crew member to com-
municate information about the posi-
tion or aspect displayed by a fixed sig-
nal to other members of the same crew. 

(b) Except as provided in the rail-
road’s operating rules, radio commu-
nication shall not be used to convey in-
structions which would have the effect 
of overriding the indication of a fixed 
signal.

§ 220.61 Radio transmission of manda-
tory directives. 

(a) Each mandatory directive may be 
transmitted by radio only when au-
thorized by the railroad’s operating 
rules. The directive shall be trans-
mitted in accordance with the rail-
road’s operating rules and the require-
ments of this part. 

(b) The procedure for transmission of 
a mandatory directive is as follows: 

(1) The train dispatcher or operator 
shall call the addressees of the manda-
tory directive and state the intention 
to transmit the mandatory directive. 

(2) Before the mandatory directive is 
transmitted, the employee to receive 
and copy shall state the employee’s 
name, identification, location, and 
readiness to receive and copy. An em-
ployee operating the controls of mov-
ing equipment shall not receive and 
copy mandatory directives. A manda-
tory directive shall not be transmitted 
to employees on moving equipment, if 
such directive cannot be received and 
copied without impairing safe oper-
ation of the equipment. 

(3) A mandatory directive shall be 
copied in writing by the receiving em-
ployee in the format prescribed in the 
railroad’s operating rules. 

(4) After the mandatory directive has 
been received and copied, it shall be 
immediately repeated in its entirety. 
After verifying the accuracy of the re-
peated mandatory directive, the train 
dispatcher or operator shall then state 
the time and name of the employee 
designated by the railroad who is au-
thorized to issue mandatory directives. 
An employee copying a mandatory di-

rective shall then acknowledge by re-
peating the time and name of the em-
ployee so designated by the railroad. 

(5)(i) For train crews, before a man-
datory directive is acted upon, the con-
ductor and engineer shall each have a 
written copy of the mandatory direc-
tive and make certain that the manda-
tory directive is read and understood 
by all members of the crew who are re-
sponsible for the operation of the train. 
Mandatory directives which have been 
fulfilled or canceled shall be marked 
with an ‘‘X’’ or in accordance with the 
railroad’s operating rules, and retained 
for the duration of the train crew’s 
work assignment. 

(ii) For on-track equipment, before a 
mandatory directive is acted upon, the 
employee responsible for on-track safe-
ty shall have a written copy of the 
mandatory directive, and make certain 
that the mandatory directive is ac-
knowledged by all employees who are 
responsible for executing that manda-
tory directive. The employee respon-
sible for on-track safety shall retain a 
copy of the mandatory directive while 
it is in effect. 

(6) A mandatory directive which has 
not been completed or which does not 
comply with the requirements of the 
railroad’s operating rules and this part, 
may not be acted upon and shall be 
treated as though not sent. Informa-
tion contained in a mandatory direc-
tive may not be acted upon by persons 
other than those to whom the manda-
tory directive is addressed.

APPENDIX A TO PART 220—
RECOMMENDED PHONETIC ALPHABET 

A—ALFA 
B—BRAVO 
C—CHARLIE 
D—DELTA 
E—ECHO 
F—FOXTROT 
G—GOLF 
H—HOTEL 
I—INDIA 
J—JULIET 
K—KILO 
L—LIMA 
M—MIKE 
N—NOVEMBER 
O—OSCAR 
P—PAPA 
Q—QUEBEC 
R—ROMEO 
S—SIERRA 
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