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49 CFR Ch. II (10–1–03 Edition)§ 236.53

§ 236.53 Track circuit feed at grade 
crossing. 

At grade crossing with an electric 
railroad where foreign current is 
present, the electric energy for 
noncoded direct current track circuit 
shall feed away from the crossing.

§ 236.54 Minimum length of track cir-
cuit. 

When a track circuit shorter than 
maximum inner wheelbase of any loco-
motive or car operated over such track 
circuit is used for control of signaling 
facilities, other means shall be used to 
provide the equivalent of track circuit 
protection. 

[49 FR 3383, Jan. 26, 1984]

§ 236.55 Dead section; maximum 
length. 

Where dead section exceeds 35 feet, a 
special circuit shall be installed. Where 
shortest outer wheelbase of a loco-
motive operating over such dead sec-
tion is less than 35 feet, the maximum 
length of the dead section shall not ex-
ceed the length of the outer wheelbase 
of such locomotive unless special cir-
cuit is used. 

[49 FR 3383, Jan. 26, 1984]

§ 236.56 Shunting sensitivity. 
Each track circuit controlling home 

signal or approach locking shall be so 
maintained that track relay is in deen-
ergized position, or device that func-
tions as a track relay shall be in its 
most restrictive state if, when track 
circuit is dry, a shunt of 0.06 ohm re-
sistance is connected across the track 
rails of the circuit, including fouling 
sections of turnouts. 

[49 FR 3383, Jan. 26, 1984]

§ 236.57 Shunt and fouling wires. 
(a) Except as provided in paragraph 

(b) of this section, shunt wires and 
fouling wires hereafter installed or re-
placed shall consist of at least two dis-
crete conductors, and each shall be of 
sufficient conductivity and maintained 
in such condition that the track relay 
will be in deenergized position, or de-
vice that functions as a track relay 
will be in its most restrictive state, 
when the circuit is shunted. 

(b) This rule does not apply to shunt 
wires where track or control circuit is 
opened by the switch circuit controller. 

[49 FR 3383, Jan. 26, 1984]

§ 236.58 Turnout, fouling section. 

Rail joints within the fouling section 
shall be bonded, and fouling section 
shall extend at least to a point where 
sufficient tract centers and allowance 
for maximum car overhang and width 
will prevent interference with train, lo-
comotive, or car movement on the ad-
jacent track. 

[49 FR 3383, Jan. 26, 1984]

§ 236.59 Insulated rail joints. 

Insulated rail joints shall be main-
tained in condition to prevent suffi-
cient track circuit current from flow-
ing between the rails separated by the 
insulation to cause a failure of any 
track circuit involved.

§ 236.60 Switch shunting circuit; use 
restricted. 

Switch shunting circuit shall not be 
hereafter installed, except where tract 
or control circuit is opened by the cir-
cuit controller. 

[49 FR 3384, Jan. 26, 1984]

WIRES AND CABLES

§ 236.71 Signal wires on pole line and 
aerial cable. 

Signal wire on pole line shall be se-
curely tied in on insulator properly fas-
tened to crossarm or bracket supported 
by pole or other support. Signal wire 
shall not interfere with, or be inter-
fered by, other wires on the pole line. 
Aerial cable shall be supported by mes-
senger. 

[49 FR 3384, Jan. 26, 1984]

§ 236.72 [Reserved]

§ 236.73 Open-wire transmission line; 
clearance to other circuits. 

Open-wire transmission line oper-
ating at voltage of 750 volts or more 
shall be placed not less than 4 feet 
above the nearest crossarm carrying 
signal or communication circuits.
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