§238.205

(g) Comment. Not later than 30 days
from the date of publication of the no-
tice in the FEDERAL REGISTER con-
cerning a petition under paragraph (d)
of this section, any person may com-
ment on the petition.

(1) Each comment shall set forth spe-
cifically the basis upon which it is
made, and contain a concise statement
of the interest of the commenter in the
proceeding.

(2) Each comment shall be submitted
to the DOT Central Docket Manage-
ment System, Nassif Building, Room
P1-401, 400 Seventh Street, SW, Wash-
ington, DC 20590, and shall contain the
assigned docket number for that pro-
ceeding. The form of such submission
may be in written or electronic form
consistent with the standards and re-
quirements established by the Central
Docket Management System and post-
ed on its web site at http://dms.dot.gov.

(h) Disposition of petitions.(1) If the
Administrator finds it necessary or de-
sirable, FRA will conduct a hearing on
a petition in accordance with the pro-
cedures provided in §211.25 of this chap-
ter.

(2) If FRA finds that the petition
complies with the requirements of this
section and that the proposed usage is
in the public interest and consistent
with railroad safety, the petition will
be granted, normally within 90 days of
its receipt. If the petition is neither
granted nor denied within 90 days, the
petition remains pending for decision.
FRA may attach special conditions to
the approval of the petition. Following
the approval of a petition, FRA may
reopen consideration of the petition for
cause stated.

(3) If FRA finds that the petition
does not comply with the requirements
of this section or that the proposed
usage is not in the public interest and
consistent with railroad safety, the pe-
tition will be denied, normally within
90 days of its receipt.

(4) When FRA grants or denies a peti-
tion, or reopens consideration of the
petition, written notice is sent to the
petitioner and other interested parties.

[64 FR 25660, May 12, 1999, as amended at 64
FR 70196, Dec. 16, 1999; 67 FR 19991, Apr. 23,
2002]
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§238.205 Anti-climbing mechanism.

(a) Except as provided in paragraph
(b) of this section, all passenger equip-
ment placed in service for the first
time on or after September 8, 2000 shall
have at both the forward and rear ends
an anti-climbing mechanism capable of
resisting an upward or downward
vertical force of 100,000 pounds without
failure. When coupled together in any
combination to join two vehicles, AAR
Type H and Type F tight-lock couplers
satisfy this requirement.

(b) Except for a cab car or an MU lo-
comotive, each locomotive ordered on
or after September 8, 2000, or placed in
service for the first time on or after
September 9, 2002, shall have an anti-
climbing mechanism at its forward end
capable of resisting both an upward
and downward vertical force of 200,000
pounds without failure.

[64 FR 25660, May 12, 1999, as amended at 67
FR 19991, Apr. 23, 2002]

§238.207 Link between coupling mech-
anism and car body.

All passenger equipment placed in
service for the first time on or after
September 8, 2000 shall have a coupler
carrier at each end designed to resist a
vertical downward thrust from the cou-
pler shank of 100,000 pounds for any
normal horizontal position of the cou-
pler, without permanent deformation.
For passenger equipment that is con-
nected by articulated joints that com-
ply  with the requirements  of
§238.205(a), such passenger equipment
also complies with the requirements of
this section.

§238.209 Forward-facing end structure
of locomotives.

The skin covering the forward-facing
end of each locomotive shall be:

(a) Equivalent to a ¥z inch steel plate
with a 25,000 pounds-per-square-inch
yield strength—material of a higher
yield strength may be used to decrease
the required thickness of the material
provided at least an equivalent level of
strength is maintained;

(b) Designed to inhibit the entry of
fluids into the occupied cab area of the
equipment; and
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