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to the DBE application process, filing 
locations, required documentation and 
status of applications. 

[68 FR 35555, June 16, 2003]

§ 26.86 What rules govern recipients’ 
denials of initial requests for cer-
tification? 

(a) When you deny a request by a 
firm, which is not currently certified 
with you, to be certified as a DBE, you 
must provide the firm a written expla-
nation of the reasons for the denial, 
specifically referencing the evidence in 
the record that supports each reason 
for the denial. All documents and other 
information on which the denial is 
based must be made available to the 
applicant, on request. 

(b) When you deny DBE certification 
to a firm certified by the SBA, you 
must notify the SBA in writing. The 
notification must include the reason 
for denial. 

(c) When a firm is denied certifi-
cation, you must establish a time pe-
riod of no more than twelve months 
that must elapse before the firm may 
reapply to the recipient for certifi-
cation. You may provide, in your DBE 
program, subject to approval by the 
concerned operating administration, a 
shorter waiting period for reapplica-
tion. The time period for reapplication 
begins to run on the date the expla-
nation required by paragraph (a) of this 
section is received by the firm. 

(d) When you make an administra-
tively final denial of certification con-
cerning a firm, the firm may appeal the 
denial to the Department under § 26.89. 

[64 FR 5126, Feb. 2, 1999. Redesignated and 
amended at 68 FR 35555, June 16, 2003]

§ 26.87 What procedures does a recipi-
ent use to remove a DBE’s eligi-
bility? 

(a) Ineligibility complaints. (1) Any per-
son may file with you a written com-
plaint alleging that a currently-cer-
tified firm is ineligible and specifying 
the alleged reasons why the firm is in-
eligible. You are not required to accept 
a general allegation that a firm is in-
eligible or an anonymous complaint. 
The complaint may include any infor-
mation or arguments supporting the 
complainant’s assertion that the firm 
is ineligible and should not continue to 

be certified. Confidentiality of com-
plainants’ identities must be protected 
as provided in § 26.109(b). 

(2) You must review your records 
concerning the firm, any material pro-
vided by the firm and the complainant, 
and other available information. You 
may request additional information 
from the firm or conduct any other in-
vestigation that you deem necessary. 

(3) If you determine, based on this re-
view, that there is reasonable cause to 
believe that the firm is ineligible, you 
must provide written notice to the firm 
that you propose to find the firm ineli-
gible, setting forth the reasons for the 
proposed determination. If you deter-
mine that such reasonable cause does 
not exist, you must notify the com-
plainant and the firm in writing of this 
determination and the reasons for it. 
All statements of reasons for findings 
on the issue of reasonable cause must 
specifically reference the evidence in 
the record on which each reason is 
based. 

(b) Recipient-initiated proceedings. If, 
based on notification by the firm of a 
change in its circumstances or other 
information that comes to your atten-
tion, you determine that there is rea-
sonable cause to believe that a cur-
rently certified firm is ineligible, you 
must provide written notice to the firm 
that you propose to find the firm ineli-
gible, setting forth the reasons for the 
proposed determination. The statement 
of reasons for the finding of reasonable 
cause must specifically reference the 
evidence in the record on which each 
reason is based. 

(c) DOT directive to initiate proceeding. 
(1) If the concerned operating adminis-
tration determines that information in 
your certification records, or other in-
formation available to the concerned 
operating administration, provides rea-
sonable cause to believe that a firm 
you certified does not meet the eligi-
bility criteria of this part, the con-
cerned operating administration may 
direct you to initiate a proceeding to 
remove the firm’s certification. 

(2) The concerned operating adminis-
tration must provide you and the firm 
a notice setting forth the reasons for 
the directive, including any relevant 
documentation or other information. 
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(3) You must immediately commence 
and prosecute a proceeding to remove 
eligibility as provided by paragraph (b) 
of this section. 

(d) Hearing. When you notify a firm 
that there is reasonable cause to re-
move its eligibility, as provided in 
paragraph (a), (b), or (c) of this section, 
you must give the firm an opportunity 
for an informal hearing, at which the 
firm may respond to the reasons for 
the proposal to remove its eligibility in 
person and provide information and ar-
guments concerning why it should re-
main certified. 

(1) In such a proceeding, you bear the 
burden of proving, by a preponderance 
of the evidence, that the firm does not 
meet the certification standards of this 
part. 

(2) You must maintain a complete 
record of the hearing, by any means ac-
ceptable under state law for the reten-
tion of a verbatim record of an admin-
istrative hearing. If there is an appeal 
to DOT under § 26.89, you must provide 
a transcript of the hearing to DOT and, 
on request, to the firm. You must re-
tain the original record of the hearing. 
You may charge the firm only for the 
cost of copying the record. 

(3) The firm may elect to present in-
formation and arguments in writing, 
without going to a hearing. In such a 
situation, you bear the same burden of 
proving, by a preponderance of the evi-
dence, that the firm does not meet the 
certification standards, as you would 
during a hearing. 

(e) Separation of functions. You must 
ensure that the decision in a pro-
ceeding to remove a firm’s eligibility is 
made by an office and personnel that 
did not take part in actions leading to 
or seeking to implement the proposal 
to remove the firm’s eligibility and are 
not subject, with respect to the matter, 
to direction from the office or per-
sonnel who did take part in these ac-
tions. 

(1) Your method of implementing this 
requirement must be made part of your 
DBE program. 

(2) The decisionmaker must be an in-
dividual who is knowledgeable about 
the certification requirements of your 
DBE program and this part. 

(3) Before a UCP is operational in its 
state, a small airport or small transit 

authority (i.e., an airport or transit au-
thority serving an area with less than 
250,000 population) is required to meet 
this requirement only to the extent 
feasible. 

(f) Grounds for decision. You must not 
base a decision to remove eligibility on 
a reinterpretation or changed opinion 
of information available to the recipi-
ent at the time of its certification of 
the firm. You may base such a decision 
only on one or more of the following: 

(1) Changes in the firm’s cir-
cumstances since the certification of 
the firm by the recipient that render 
the firm unable to meet the eligibility 
standards of this part; 

(2) Information or evidence not avail-
able to you at the time the firm was 
certified; 

(3) Information that was concealed or 
misrepresented by the firm in previous 
certification actions by a recipient; 

(4) A change in the certification 
standards or requirements of the De-
partment since you certified the firm; 
or 

(5) A documented finding that your 
determination to certify the firm was 
factually erroneous. 

(g) Notice of decision. Following your 
decision, you must provide the firm 
written notice of the decision and the 
reasons for it, including specific ref-
erences to the evidence in the record 
that supports each reason for the deci-
sion. The notice must inform the firm 
of the consequences of your decision 
and of the availability of an appeal to 
the Department of Transportation 
under § 26.89. You must send copies of 
the notice to the complainant in an in-
eligibility complaint or the concerned 
operating administration that had di-
rected you to initiate the proceeding. 

(h) When you decertify a DBE firm 
certified by the SBA, you must notify 
the SBA in writing. The notification 
must include the reason for denial. 

(i) Status of firm during proceeding. (1) 
A firm remains an eligible DBE during 
the pendancy of your proceeding to re-
move its eligibility. 

(2) The firm does not become ineli-
gible until the issuance of the notice 
provided for in paragraph (g) of this 
section. 
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(j) Effects of removal of eligibility. 
When you remove a firm’s eligibility, 
you must take the following action: 

(1) When a prime contractor has 
made a commitment to using the ineli-
gible firm, or you have made a commit-
ment to using a DBE prime contractor, 
but a subcontract or contract has not 
been executed before you issue the de-
certification notice provided for in 
paragraph (g) of this section, the ineli-
gible firm does not count toward the 
contract goal or overall goal. You must 
direct the prime contractor to meet 
the contract goal with an eligible DBE 
firm or demonstrate to you that it has 
made a good faith effort to do so. 

(2) If a prime contractor has executed 
a subcontract with the firm before you 
have notified the firm of its ineligi-
bility, the prime contractor may con-
tinue to use the firm on the contract 
and may continue to receive credit to-
ward its DBE goal for the firm’s work. 
In this case, or in a case where you 
have let a prime contract to the DBE 
that was later ruled ineligible, the por-
tion of the ineligible firm’s perform-
ance of the contract remaining after 
you issued the notice of its ineligi-
bility shall not count toward your 
overall goal, but may count toward the 
contract goal. 

(3) Exception: If the DBE’s ineligi-
bility is caused solely by its having ex-
ceeded the size standard during the 
performance of the contract, you may 
continue to count its participation on 
that contract toward overall and con-
tract goals. 

(k) Availability of appeal. When you 
make an administratively final re-
moval of a firm’s eligibility under this 
section, the firm may appeal the re-
moval to the Department under § 26.89. 

[64 FR 5126, Feb. 2, 1999, as amended at 68 FR 
35556, June 16, 2003]

§ 26.89 What is the process for certifi-
cation appeals to the Department of 
Transportation? 

(a)(1) If you are a firm that is denied 
certification or whose eligibility is re-
moved by a recipient, including SBA-
certified firms applying pursuant to 
the DOT/SBA MOU, you may make an 
administrative appeal to the Depart-
ment. 

(2) If you are a complainant in an in-
eligibility complaint to a recipient (in-
cluding the concerned operating ad-
ministration in the circumstances pro-
vided in § 26.87(c)), you may appeal to 
the Department if the recipient does 
not find reasonable cause to propose re-
moving the firm’s eligibility or, fol-
lowing a removal of eligibility pro-
ceeding, determines that the firm is el-
igible. 

(3) Send appeals to the following ad-
dress: Department of Transportation, 
Office of Civil Rights, 400 7th Street, 
SW, Room 5414, Washington, DC 20590. 

(b) Pending the Department’s deci-
sion in the matter, the recipient’s deci-
sion remains in effect. The Department 
does not stay the effect of the recipi-
ent’s decision while it is considering an 
appeal. 

(c) If you want to file an appeal, you 
must send a letter to the Department 
within 90 days of the date of the recipi-
ent’s final decision, including informa-
tion and arguments concerning why 
the recipient’s decision should be re-
versed. The Department may accept an 
appeal filed later than 90 days after the 
date of the decision if the Department 
determines that there was good cause 
for the late filing of the appeal. 

(1) If you are an appellant who is a 
firm which has been denied certifi-
cation, whose certification has been re-
moved, whose owner is determined not 
to be a member of a designated dis-
advantaged group, or concerning whose 
owner the presumption of disadvantage 
has been rebutted, your letter must 
state the name and address of any 
other recipient which currently cer-
tifies the firm, which has rejected an 
application for certification from the 
firm or removed the firm’s eligibility 
within one year prior to the date of the 
appeal, or before which an application 
for certification or a removal of eligi-
bility is pending. Failure to provide 
this information may be deemed a fail-
ure to cooperate under § 26.109(c). 

(2) If you are an appellant other than 
one described in paragraph (c)(1) of this 
section, the Department will request, 
and the firm whose certification has 
been questioned shall promptly pro-
vide, the information called for in 
paragraph (c)(1) of this section. Failure 
to provide this information may be 
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