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Subpart B—Employer 
Responsibilities

§ 40.11 What are the general respon-
sibilities of employers under this 
regulation? 

(a) As an employer, you are respon-
sible for meeting all applicable require-
ments and procedures of this part. 

(b) You are responsible for all actions 
of your officials, representatives, and 
agents (including service agents) in 
carrying out the requirements of the 
DOT agency regulations. 

(c) All agreements and arrangements, 
written or unwritten, between and 
among employers and service agents 
concerning the implementation of DOT 
drug and alcohol testing requirements 
are deemed, as a matter of law, to re-
quire compliance with all applicable 
provisions of this part and DOT agency 
drug and alcohol testing regulations. 
Compliance with these provisions is a 
material term of all such agreements 
and arrangements.

§ 40.13 How do DOT drug and alcohol 
tests relate to non-DOT tests? 

(a) DOT tests must be completely 
separate from non-DOT tests in all re-
spects. 

(b) DOT tests must take priority and 
must be conducted and completed be-
fore a non-DOT test is begun. For ex-
ample, you must discard any excess 
urine left over from a DOT test and 
collect a separate void for the subse-
quent non-DOT test. 

(c) Except as provided in paragraph 
(d) of this section, you must not per-
form any tests on DOT urine or breath 
specimens other than those specifically 
authorized by this part or DOT agency 
regulations. For example, you may not 
test a DOT urine specimen for addi-
tional drugs, and a laboratory is pro-
hibited from making a DOT urine spec-
imen available for a DNA test or other 
types of specimen identity testing. 

(d) The single exception to paragraph 
(c) of this section is when a DOT drug 
test collection is conducted as part of a 
physical examination required by DOT 
agency regulations. It is permissible to 
conduct required medical tests related 
to this physical examination (e.g., for 
glucose) on any urine remaining in the 
collection container after the drug test 

urine specimens have been sealed into 
the specimen bottles. 

(e) No one is permitted to change or 
disregard the results of DOT tests 
based on the results of non-DOT tests. 
For example, as an employer you must 
not disregard a verified positive DOT 
drug test result because the employee 
presents a negative test result from a 
blood or urine specimen collected by 
the employee’s physician or a DNA test 
result purporting to question the iden-
tity of the DOT specimen. 

(f) As an employer, you must not use 
the CCF or the ATF in your non-DOT 
drug and alcohol testing programs. 
This prohibition includes the use of the 
DOT forms with references to DOT pro-
grams and agencies crossed out. You 
also must always use the CCF and ATF 
for all your DOT-mandated drug and 
alcohol tests.

§ 40.15 May an employer use a service 
agent to meet DOT drug and alco-
hol testing requirements? 

(a) As an employer, you may use a 
service agent to perform the tasks 
needed to comply with this part and 
DOT agency drug and alcohol testing 
regulations, consistent with the re-
quirements of Subpart Q and other ap-
plicable provisions of this part. 

(b) As an employer, you are respon-
sible for ensuring that the service 
agents you use meet the qualifications 
set forth in this part (e.g., § 40.121 for 
MROs). You may require service agents 
to show you documentation that they 
meet the requirements of this part 
(e.g., documentation of MRO qualifica-
tions required by § 40.121(e)). 

(c) You remain responsible for com-
pliance with all applicable require-
ments of this part and other DOT drug 
and alcohol testing regulations, even 
when you use a service agent. If you 
violate this part or other DOT drug and 
alcohol testing regulations because a 
service agent has not provided services 
as our rules require, a DOT agency can 
subject you to sanctions. Your good 
faith use of a service agent is not a de-
fense in an enforcement action initi-
ated by a DOT agency in which your al-
leged noncompliance with this part or 
a DOT agency drug and alcohol regula-
tion may have resulted from the serv-
ice agent’s conduct. 
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