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(b) Subpart C of this part describes
the records that are not required to be
disclosed on DOT’s own action under
this part, but that may be available
upon request under FOIA.

(c) Indices are maintained to reflect
all records subject to subpart B of this
part, and are available for public in-
spection and copying as provided in
subpart B.

§7.2 Definitions.

Unless the context requires other-
wise, the following definitions apply in
this part:

Act and FOIA mean the Freedom of
Information Act, 5 U.S.C. 552, as
amended.

Administrator means the head of each
component of DOT and includes the
Under Secretary for Security, the Com-
mandant of the Coast Guard, the In-
spector General, and the Director of
the Bureau of Transportation Statis-
tics.

Concurrence means that the approval
of the person being consulted is re-
quired in order for the subject action
to be taken.

Consultation means that the approval
of the person being consulted is not re-
quired in order for the subject action
to be taken.

Department means the Department of
Transportation, including the Office of
the Secretary, the Office of Inspector
General, and the following DOT compo-
nents, all of which may be referred to
as DOT components. Means of con-
tacting each of these DOT components
appear in §7.15. This definition specifi-
cally excludes the Surface Transpor-
tation Board, which has its own FOIA
regulations (49 CFR Part 1001):

(1) United States Coast Guard,

(2) Federal Aviation Administration,

(3) Federal Highway Administration,

(4) Federal Railroad Administration,

(5) National Highway Traffic Safety
Administration,

(6) Federal Transit Administration,

(7) Saint Lawrence Seaway Develop-
ment Corporation,

(8) Maritime Administration,

(9) Research and Special Programs
Administration, and

(10) Bureau of Transportation Statis-
tics.
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(11) Transportation Security Admin-
istration.

Primary Electronic Access Facility
means the electronic docket facility in
the DOT Headquarters Building, 400 7th
Street, S.W., Washington, D.C. 20590.

Reading room records are those
records required to be made available
to the public under 5 U.S.C. 552(a)(2) as
described in §7.5 of Subpart B of this
part. These records are made available
through DOT’s Primary Electronic Ac-
cess Facility. Other records may also
be made available at DOT’s discretion
at DOT inspection facilities, including
DOT’s Primary Electronic Access Fa-
cility.

Record includes any writing, drawing,
map, recording, tape, film, photograph,
or other documentary material by
which information is preserved. The
term also includes any such documen-
tary material stored by computer.

Responsible DOT official means the
head of the DOT component concerned,
or the General Counsel or the Inspector
General, as the case may be, or the des-
ignee of any of them, authorized to
take an action under this part.

Secretary means the Secretary of
Transportation or any person to whom
the Secretary has delegated authority
in the matter concerned.

[Amdt. 1, 63 FR 38331, July 16, 1998, as amend-
ed at 67 FR 54746, Aug. 26, 2002]

Subpart B—Information Required
To Be Made Public by DOT

§7.3 Publication in the Federal Reg-
ister.

This section implements 5 U.S.C.
552(a)(1), and prescribes rules governing
publication in the FEDERAL REGISTER
of the following:

(a) Descriptions of DOT’s organiza-
tion, including its DOT components
and the established places at which,
the officers from whom, and the meth-
ods by which, the public may secure in-
formation and make submittals or ob-
tain decisions;

(b) Statements of the general course
and methods by which DOT’s functions
are channeled and determined, includ-
ing the nature and requirements of all
formal and informal procedures avail-
able;



