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Federal Election Commission § 9008.3

committees or organizations, regard-
less of whether or not public funds are 
used or available to defray convention 
expenses.

§ 9008.2 Definitions. 
(a) Commission means the Federal 

Election Commission, 999 E Street, 
NW., Washington, DC 20463. 

(b) Fund means the Presidential 
Election Campaign Fund established by 
26 U.S.C. 9006(a). 

(c) Major party means, with respect to 
any presidential election, a political 
party whose candidate for the office of 
President in the preceding presidential 
election received, as the candidate of 
such party, 25 percent or more of the 
total number of popular votes received 
by all candidates for such office. 

(d) Minor party means, with respect 
to any presidential election, a political 
party whose candidate for the office of 
President in the preceding presidential 
election received, as the candidate of 
such party, 5 percent or more, but less 
than 25 percent, of the total number of 
popular votes received by all can-
didates for such office. 

(e) National committee means the orga-
nization which, by virtue of the by-
laws of the political party, is respon-
sible for the day to day operation of 
that party at the national level. 

(f) New party means, with respect to 
any presidential election, a political 
party which is neither a major party 
nor a minor party. 

(g) Nominating convention means a 
convention, caucus or other meeting 
which is held by a political party at 
the national level and which chooses 
the presidential nominee of the party 
through selection by delegates to that 
convention or through other similar 
means. 

(h) Secretary means the Secretary of 
the Treasury of the United States.

§ 9008.3 Eligibility for payments; reg-
istration and reporting. 

(a) Eligibility requirements. (1) To qual-
ify for entitlement under 11 CFR 9008.4 
and 9008.5, the national committee of a 
major or minor political party shall es-
tablish a convention committee pursu-
ant to paragraph (a)(2) of this section 
and shall file an application statement 
pursuant to paragraph (a)(3) of this sec-

tion. The convention committee, in 
conjunction with the national com-
mittee, shall file an agreement to com-
ply with the conditions set forth at 
paragraph (a)(4) of this section. 

(2) The national committee shall es-
tablish a convention committee which 
shall be responsible for conducting the 
day to day arrangements and oper-
ations of that party’s presidential 
nominating convention. The conven-
tion committee shall register with the 
Commission as a political committee 
pursuant to 11 CFR part 102. The con-
vention committee shall receive all 
public funds to which the national 
committee is entitled under 11 CFR 
9008.4 and 9008.5 and all private con-
tributions made for the purpose of de-
fraying convention expenses. All ex-
penditures on behalf of the national 
committee for convention expenses 
shall be made by the convention com-
mittee. 

(3) The national committee shall file 
with the Commission an application 
statement. Any changes in the infor-
mation provided in the application 
statement must be reported to the 
Commission within 10 days following 
the change. The application statement 
shall include: 

(i) The name and address of the na-
tional committee; 

(ii) The name and address of the con-
vention committee and of the officers 
of that committee; 

(iii) The name of the city where the 
convention is to be held and the ap-
proximate dates; 

(iv) The name, address, and position 
of the convention committee officers 
designated by the national committee 
to sign requests for payments; and 

(v) The name and address of the de-
pository of the convention committee. 

(4) The convention committee shall, 
by letter to the Commission, agree to 
the conditions set forth in paragraph 
(a)(4) (i) through (viii) of this section. 
This agreement shall also be binding 
upon the national committee. 

(i) The convention committee shall 
agree to comply with the applicable ex-
penditure limitation set forth at 11 
CFR 9008.8. 
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