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meaning of the Federal Reserve Act, 
and as such are eligible for discounting 
with the Reserve Banks and as security 
for advances from the Reserve Banks 
under section 13, paragraph 8, of the 
Federal Reserve Act as long as they 
conform to requirements with respect 
to maturity and other matters. This 
applies equally to loans made directly 
by banks to consumers and to paper ac-
cepted by banks from dealers or fi-
nance companies. It also applies to 
notes of finance companies themselves 
as long as the proceeds of such notes 
are used to finance the purchase of con-
sumer goods or for other purposes 
which are eligible within the meaning 
of the Federal Reserve Act. 

(d) If there is any question as to 
whether the proceeds of a note of a fi-
nance company have been or are to be 
used for a commercial, agricultural, or 
industrial purpose, a financial state-
ment of the finance company reflecting 
an excess of notes receivable which ap-
pear eligible for rediscount (without 
regard to maturity) over total current 
liabilities (i.e., notes due within 1 year) 
may be taken as an indication of eligi-
bility. Where information is lacking as 
to whether direct consumer loans by a 
finance company are for eligible pur-
poses, it may be assumed that 50 per-
cent of such loans are ‘‘notes receiv-
able which appear eligible for redis-
count’’. In addition, that language 
should be regarded as including notes 
given for the purchase of mobile homes 
that are acquired by a finance company 
from a dealer-seller of such homes. 

(e) The principles stated above apply 
not only to notes of a finance company 
engaged in making consumer loans but 
also to notes of a finance company en-
gaged in making loans for other eligi-
ble purposes, including business and 
agricultural loans. Under section 13a of 
the Federal Reserve Act, paper rep-
resenting loans to finance the produc-
tion, marketing, and carrying of agri-
cultural products or the breeding, rais-
ing, fattening, or marketing of live-
stock is eligible for discount if the 
paper has a maturity of not exceeding 
9 months. Consequently, a note of a fi-
nance company the proceeds of which 
are used by it to make loans for such 
purposes is eligible for discount or as 
security for a Federal Reserve advance, 

and such a note, unlike the note of a fi-
nance company making consumer 
loans, may have a maturity of up to 9 
months. 

[37 FR 4701, Mar. 4, 1972]

§ 201.107 Eligibility of demand paper 
for discount and as security for ad-
vances by Reserve Banks. 

(a) The Board of Governors has re-
considered a ruling made in 1917 that 
demand notes are ineligible for dis-
count under the provisions of the Fed-
eral Reserve Act. (1917 Federal Reserve 
Bulletin 378.) 

(b) The basis of that ruling was the 
provision in the second paragraph of 
section 13 of the Federal Reserve Act 
that notes, drafts, and bills of exchange 
must have a maturity at the time of 
discount of not more than 90 days, ex-
clusive of grace. The ruling stated that

a demand note or bill is not eligible under 
the provisions of the act, since it is not in 
terms payable within the prescribed 90 days, 
but, at the option of the holder, may not be 
presented for payment until after that time.

(c) It is well settled as a matter of 
law, however, that demand paper is due 
and payable on the date of its issue. 
The generally accepted legal view is 
stated in Beutel’s Brannan on Nego-
tiable Instruments Law, at page 305, as 
follows:

The words on demand serve the same pur-
pose as words making instruments payable 
at a specified time. They fix maturity of the 
obligation and do not make demand nec-
essary, but mean that the instrument is due, 
payable and matured when made and deliv-
ered.

(d) Accordingly, the Board has con-
cluded that, since demand paper is due 
and payable on the date of its issue, it 
satisfies the maturity requirements of 
the statute. Demand paper which oth-
erwise meets the eligibility require-
ments of the Federal Reserve Act and 
this part Regulation A, therefore, is el-
igible for discount and as security for 
advances by Reserve Banks. 

[31 FR 5443, Apr. 16, 1966]

§ 201.108 Obligations eligible as collat-
eral for advances. 

(a) Section 3(a) of Pub. L. 90–505, ap-
proved September 21, 1968, amended the 
eighth paragraph of section 13 of the 
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3 Paragraph 3 of section 1 of the Federal 
Reserve Act (12 U.S.C. 221) defines the conti-
nental United States to mean ‘‘the States of 
the United States and the District of Colum-
bia’’, thus including Alaska and Hawaii.

Federal Reserve Act (12 U.S.C. 347) to 
authorize advances thereunder to mem-
ber banks ‘‘secured by such obligations 
as are eligible for purchase under sec-
tion 14(b) of this Act.’’ The relevant 
part of such paragraph had previously 
referred only to 
‘‘notes * * * eligible * * * for pur-
chase’’, which the Board had construed 
as not including obligations generally 
regarded as securities. (See 1962 Fed-
eral Reserve Bulletin 690, § 201.103(d).) 

(b) Under section 14(b) direct obliga-
tions of, and obligations fully guaran-
teed as to principal and interest by, the 
United States are eligible for purchase 
by Reserve Banks. Such obligations in-
clude certificates issued by the trust-
ees of Penn Central Transportation Co. 
that are fully guaranteed by the Sec-
retary of Transportation. Under sec-
tion 14(b) direct obligations of, and ob-
ligations fully guaranteed as to prin-
cipal and interest by, any agency of the 
United States are also eligible for pur-
chase by Reserve Banks. Following are 
the principal agency obligations eligi-
ble as collateral for advances: 

(1) Federal Intermediate Credit Bank 
debentures; 

(2) Federal Home Loan Bank notes 
and bonds; 

(3) Federal Land Bank bonds; 
(4) Bank for Cooperative debentures; 
(5) Federal National Mortgage Asso-

ciation notes, debentures and guaran-
teed certificates of participation; 

(6) Obligations of or fully guaranteed 
by the Government National Mortgage 
Association; 

(7) Merchant Marine bonds; 
(8) Export-Import Bank notes and 

guaranteed participation certificates; 
(9) Farmers Home Administration in-

sured notes; 
(10) Notes fully guaranteed as to 

principal and interest by the Small 
Business Administration; 

(11) Federal Housing Administration 
debentures; 

(12) District of Columbia Armory 
Board bonds; 

(13) Tennessee Valley Authority 
bonds and notes; 

(14) Bonds and notes of local urban 
renewal or public housing agencies 
fully supported as to principal and in-
terest by the full faith and credit of the 
United States pursuant to section 302 

of the Housing Act of 1961 (42 U.S.C. 
1421a(c), 1452(c)). 

(15) Commodity Credit Corporation 
certificates of interest in a price-sup-
port loan pool. 

(16) Federal Home Loan Mortgage 
Corporation notes, debentures, and 
guaranteed certificates of participa-
tion. 

(17) U.S. Postal Service obligations. 
(18) Participation certificates evi-

dencing undivided interests in purchase 
contracts entered into by the General 
Services Administration. 

(19) Obligations entered into by the 
Secretary of Health, Education, and 
Welfare under the Public Health Serv-
ice Act, as amended by the Medical Fa-
cilities Construction and Moderniza-
tion Amendments of 1970. 

(20) Obligations guaranteed by the 
Overseas Private Investment Corp., 
pursuant to the provisions of the For-
eign Assistance Act of 1961, as amend-
ed. 

(c) Nothing less than a full guarantee 
of principal and interest by a Federal 
agency will make an obligation eligi-
ble. For example, mortgage loans in-
sured by the Federal Housing Adminis-
tration are not eligible since the insur-
ance contract is not equivalent to an 
unconditional guarantee and does not 
fully cover interest payable on the 
loan. Obligations of international insti-
tutions, such as the Inter-American 
Development Bank and the Inter-
national Bank for Reconstruction and 
Development, are also not eligible, 
since such institutions are not agencies 
of the United States. 

(d) Also eligible for purchase under 
section 14(b) are ‘‘bills, notes, revenue 
bonds, and warrants with a maturity 
from date of purchase of not exceeding 
6 months, issued in anticipation of the 
collection of taxes or in anticipation of 
the receipt of assured revenues by any 
State, county, district, political sub-
division, or municipality in the conti-
nental United States, including irriga-
tion, drainage and reclamation dis-
tricts.’’3 In determining the eligibility 
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4 House Report No. 69, 63d Cong., p. 48.

5 50 Cong. Rec. 4675 (1913) (remarks of Rep. 
Phelan).

6 50 Cong. Rec. 5021 (1913) (remarks of Rep. 
Thompson of Oklahoma); 50 Cong. Rec. 4731–
32 (1913) (remarks of Rep. Borland).

of such obligations as collateral for ad-
vances, but the Reserve Bank will sat-
isfy itself that sufficient tax or other 
assured revenues earmarked for pay-
ment of such obligations will be avail-
able for that purpose at maturity, or 
within 6 months from the date of the 
advance if no maturity is stated. Pay-
ments due from Federal, State or other 
governmental units may, in the Re-
serve Bank’s discretion, be regarded as 
‘‘other assured revenues’’; but neither 
the proceeds of a prospective issue of 
securities nor future tolls, rents or 
similar collections for the voluntary 
use of government property for non-
governmental purposes will normally 
be so regarded. Obligations with origi-
nal maturities exceeding 1 year would 
not ordinarily be self-liquidating as 
contemplated by the statute, unless at 
the time of issue provision is made for 
a redemption or sinking fund that will 
be sufficient to pay such obligations at 
maturity.

[Reg. A, 33 FR 17231, Nov. 21, 1968, as amend-
ed at 34 FR 1113, Jan. 24, 1969; 34 FR 6417, 
Apr. 12, 1969; 36 FR 8441, May 6, 1971; 37 FR 
24105, Nov. 14, 1972; 43 FR 53709, Nov. 17, 1978; 
58 FR 68515, Dec. 28, 1993]

§ 201.109 Eligibility for discount of 
mortgage company notes. 

(a) The question has arisen whether 
notes issued by mortgage banking com-
panies to finance their acquisition and 
temporary holding of real estate mort-
gages are eligible for discount by Re-
serve Banks. 

(b) Under section 13 of the Federal 
Reserve Act the Board has authority to 
define what are ‘‘agricultural, indus-
trial, or commercial purposes’’, which 
is the statutory criterion for deter-
mining the eligibility of notes and 
drafts for discount. However, such defi-
nition may not include paper ‘‘covering 
merely investments or issued or drawn 
for the purpose of carrying or trading 
in stocks, bonds, or other investment 
securities’’. 

(c) The legislative history of section 
13 suggests that Congress intended to 
make eligible for discount ‘‘any paper 
drawn for a legitimate business pur-
pose of any kind’’ 4 and that the Board, 
in determining what paper is eligible, 

should place a ‘‘broad and adaptable 
construction’’ 5 upon the terms in sec-
tion 13. It may also be noted that Con-
gress apparently considered paper 
issued to carry investment securities 
as paper issued for a ‘‘commercial pur-
pose’’, since it specifically prohibited 
the Board from making such paper eli-
gible for discount. If ‘‘commercial’’ is 
broad enough to encompass investment 
banking, it would also seem to include 
mortgage banking.

(d) In providing for the discount of 
commercial paper by Reserve Banks, 
Congress obviously intended to facili-
tate the current financing of agri-
culture, industry, and commerce, as 
opposed to long-term investment.6 In 
the main, trading in stocks and bonds 
is investment-oriented; most securities 
transactions do not directly affect the 
production or distribution of goods and 
services. Mortgage banking, on the 
other hand, is essential to the con-
struction industry and thus more 
closely related to industry and com-
merce. Although investment bankers 
also perform similar functions with re-
spect to newly issued securities, Con-
gress saw fit to deny eligibility to all 
paper issued to finance the carrying of 
securities. Congress did not distinguish 
between newly issued and outstanding 
securities, perhaps covering the larger 
area in order to make certain that the 
area of principal concern (i.e., trading 
in outstanding stocks and bonds) was 
fully included. Speculation was also a 
major Congressional concern, but spec-
ulation is not a material element in 
mortgage banking operations. Mort-
gage loans would not therefore seem to 
be within the purpose underlying the 
exclusions from eligibility in section 
13.

(e) Section 201.3(a) provides that a 
negotiable note maturing in 90 days or 
less is not eligible for discount if the 
proceeds are used ‘‘for permanent or 
fixed investments of any kind, such as 
land, buildings or machinery, or for 
any other fixed capital purpose’’. How-
ever, the proceeds of a mortgage com-
pany’s commercial paper are not used 
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