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5 See FRRS 3–1575 for an explanation of the 
Uniform Interagency Bank Rating System. 
(For availability, see 12 CFR 261.10(f).)

(ii) Will not permit the bank to open 
a new branch in the host state that 
would be considered to be a covered 
interstate branch unless the bank pro-
vides reasonable assurances to the sat-
isfaction of the Board, after an oppor-
tunity for public comment, that the 
bank will reasonably help to meet the 
credit needs of the community that the 
new branch will serve. 

(2) Notice prior to closure of a covered 
interstate branch. Before exercising the 
Board’s authority to order the bank to 
close a covered interstate branch, the 
Board will issue to the bank a notice of 
the Board’s intent to order the closure 
and will schedule a hearing within 60 
days of issuing the notice. 

(3) Hearing. The Board will conduct a 
hearing scheduled under paragraph 
(e)(2) of this section in accordance with 
the provisions of 12 U.S.C. 1818(h) and 
12 CFR part 263. 

[63 FR 37637, July 13, 1998, as amended at 67 
FR 38848, June 6, 2002]

Subpart B—Investments and Loans

SOURCE: 63 FR 37641, July 13, 1998, unless 
otherwise noted.

§ 208.20 Authority, purpose, and scope. 

(a) Authority. Subpart B of Regula-
tion H (12 CFR part 208, subpart B) is 
issued by the Board of Governors of the 
Federal Reserve System under 12 
U.S.C. 24; sections 9, 11 and 21 of the 
Federal Reserve Act (12 U.S.C. 321–338a, 
248(a), 248(c), and 481–486); sections 1814, 
1816, 1818, 1823(j), 1831o, 1831p–1 and 
1831r–1 of the FDI Act (12 U.S.C. 1814, 
1816, 1818, 1823(j), 1831o, 1831p–1 and 
1831r–1); and the National Flood Insur-
ance Act of 1968 and the Flood Disaster 
Protection Act of 1973, as amended (42 
U.S.C. 4001–4129). 

(b) Purpose and scope. This subpart B 
describes certain investment limita-
tions on member banks, statutory re-
quirements for amortizing losses on ag-
ricultural loans and extending credit in 
areas having special flood hazards, as 
well as the requirements for issuing 
letters of credit and acceptances.

§ 208.21 Investments in premises and 
securities. 

(a) Investment in bank premises. No 
state member bank shall invest in 
bank premises, or in the stock, bonds, 
debentures, or other such obligations 
of any corporation holding the prem-
ises of such bank, or make loans to or 
upon the security of any such corpora-
tion unless: 

(1) The bank notifies the appropriate 
Reserve Bank at least fifteen days 
prior to such investment and has not 
received notice that the investment is 
subject to further review by the end of 
the fifteen day notice period; 

(2) The aggregate of all such invest-
ments and loans, together with the 
amount of any indebtedness incurred 
by any such corporation that is an af-
filiate of the bank (as defined in sec-
tion 2 of the Banking Act of 1933, as 
amended, 12 U.S.C. 221a), is less than or 
equal to the bank’s perpetual preferred 
stock and related surplus plus common 
stock plus surplus, as those terms are 
defined in the FFIEC Consolidated Re-
ports of Condition and Income; or 

(3)(i) The aggregate of all such in-
vestments and loans, together with the 
amount of any indebtedness incurred 
by any such corporation that is an af-
filiate of the bank, is less than or equal 
to 150 percent of the bank’s perpetual 
preferred stock and related surplus 
plus common stock plus surplus, as 
those terms are defined in the FFIEC 
Consolidated Reports of Condition and 
Income; and 

(ii) The bank: 
(A) Has a CAMELS composite rating 

of 1 or 2 under the Uniform Interagency 
Bank Rating System 5 (or an equivalent 
rating under a comparable rating sys-
tem) as of the most recent examination 
of the bank; and

(B) Is well capitalized and will con-
tinue to be well capitalized, in accord-
ance with subpart D of this part, after 
the investment or loan. 

(b) Investments in securities. Member 
banks are subject to the same limita-
tions and conditions with respect to 
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purchasing, selling, underwriting, and 
holding investment securities and 
stocks as are national banks under 12 
U.S.C. 24, ¶ 7th. To determine whether 
an obligation qualifies as an invest-
ment security for the purposes of 12 
U.S.C. 24, ¶ 7th, and to calculate the 
limits with respect to the purchase of 
such obligations, a state member bank 
may look to part 1 of the rules of the 
Comptroller of the Currency (12 CFR 
part 1) and interpretations thereunder. 
A state member bank may consult the 
Board for a determination with respect 
to the application of 12 U.S.C. 24, ¶ 7th, 
with respect to issues not addressed in 
12 CFR part 1. The provisions of 12 CFR 
part 1 do not provide authority for a 
state member bank to purchase securi-
ties of a type or amount that the bank 
is not authorized to purchase under ap-
plicable state law.

§ 208.22 Community development and 
public welfare investments. 

(a) Definitions. For purposes of this 
section: 

(1) Low- or moderate-income area 
means: 

(i) One or more census tracts in a 
Metropolitan Statistical Area where 
the median family income adjusted for 
family size in each census tract is less 
than 80 percent of the median family 
income adjusted for family size of the 
Metropolitan Statistical Area; or 

(ii) If not in a Metropolitan Statis-
tical Area, one or more census tracts 
or block-numbered areas where the me-
dian family income adjusted for family 
size in each census tract or block-num-
bered area is less than 80 percent of the 
median family income adjusted for 
family size of the State. 

(2) Low- and moderate-income persons 
has the same meaning as low- and mod-
erate-income persons as defined in 42 
U.S.C. 5302(a)(20)(A). 

(3) Small business means a business 
that meets the size-eligibility stand-
ards of 13 CFR 121.802(a)(2). 

(b) Investments not requiring prior 
Board approval. Notwithstanding the 
provisions of section 5136 of the Re-
vised Statutes (12 U.S.C. 24, ¶ 7th) made 
applicable to member banks by para-
graph 20 of section 9 of the Federal Re-
serve Act (12 U.S.C. 335), a member 
bank may make an investment, with-

out prior Board approval, if the fol-
lowing conditions are met: 

(1) The investment is in a corpora-
tion, limited partnership, or other enti-
ty, and: 

(i) The Board has determined that an 
investment in that entity or class of 
entities is a public welfare investment 
under paragraph 23 of section 9 of the 
Federal Reserve Act (12 U.S.C. 338a), or 
a community development investment 
under Regulation Y (12 CFR 
225.25(b)(6)); or 

(ii) The Comptroller of the Currency 
has determined, by order or regulation, 
that an investment in that entity by a 
national bank is a public welfare in-
vestment under section 5136 of the Re-
vised Statutes (12 U.S.C. 24 (Eleventh)); 
or 

(iii) The entity is a community de-
velopment financial institution as de-
fined in section 103(5) of the Commu-
nity Development Banking and Finan-
cial Institutions Act of 1994 (12 U.S.C. 
4702(5)); or 

(iv) The entity, directly or indirectly, 
engages solely in or makes loans solely 
for the purposes of one or more of the 
following community development ac-
tivities: 

(A) Investing in, developing, rehabili-
tating, managing, selling, or renting 
residential property if a majority of 
the units will be occupied by low- and 
moderate-income persons, or if the 
property is a ‘‘qualified low-income 
building’’ as defined in section 42(c)(2) 
of the Internal Revenue Code (26 U.S.C. 
42(c)(2)); 

(B) Investing in, developing, rehabili-
tating, managing, selling, or renting 
nonresidential real property or other 
assets located in a low- or moderate-in-
come area and targeted towards low- 
and moderate-income persons; 

(C) Investing in one or more small 
businesses located in a low- or mod-
erate-income area to stimulate eco-
nomic development; 

(D) Investing in, developing, or other-
wise assisting job training or place-
ment facilities or programs that will 
be targeted towards low- and moderate-
income persons; 

(E) Investing in an entity located in 
a low- or moderate-income area if the 
entity creates long-term employment 
opportunities, a majority of which 
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