Federal Reserve System

legislative recommendations to Con-
gress. The Board also makes periodic
reports to Congress under certain stat-
utes, including but not limited to the
Freedom of Information Act (b U.S.C.
5562); the Government in the Sunshine
Act (6 U.S.C. 552b); the Full Employ-
ment and Balanced Growth Act of 1978
(12 U.S.C. 22ba); and the Privacy Act (b
U.S.C. bb2a).

(c) Federal Reserve Bulletin. This pub-
lication is issued monthly and contains
economic and statistical information,
articles relating to the economy or
Board activities, and descriptions of re-
cent actions by the Board.

(d) Other published information.
Among other things, the Board pub-
lishes the following information:

(1) Weekly publications. The Board
issues the following publications week-
ly:

(i) A statement showing the condi-
tion of each Federal Reserve Bank and
a consolidated statement of the condi-
tion of all Federal Reserve Banks, pur-
suant to 12 U.S.C. 248(a);

(ii) An index of applications received
and the actions taken on the applica-
tions, as well as other matters issued,
adopted, or promulgated by the Board;
and

(iii) A statement showing changes in
the structure of the banking industry
resulting from mergers and the estab-
lishment of branches.

(2) Press releases. The Board fre-
quently issues statements to the press
and public regarding monetary and
credit actions, regulatory actions, ac-
tions taken on certain types of applica-
tions, and other matters.

(3) Call Report and other data. Certain
data from Reports of Condition and In-
come submitted to the Board are avail-
able through the National Technical
Information Service and may be ob-
tained by the procedure described in
§261.11(c)(2).

(4) Federal Reserve Regulatory Service.
This is a multivolume looseleaf service
published by the Board, containing
statutes, regulations, interpretations,
rulings, staff opinions, and procedural
rules under which the Board operates.
Portions of the service are also pub-
lished as separate looseleaf handbooks
relating to consumer and community
affairs, monetary policy and reserve re-

§261.11

quirements, payments systems, and se-
curities credit transactions. The serv-
ice and each handbook contain subject
and citation indexes, are updated
monthly, and may be subscribed to on
a yearly basis.

(e) Index to Board actions. The Board’s
Freedom of Information Office main-
tains an index to Board actions, which
is updated weekly and provides identi-
fying information about any matters
issued, adopted, and promulgated by
the Board since July 4, 1967. Copies of
the index may be obtained upon re-
quest to the Freedom of Information
Office subject to the current schedule
of fees in §261.17.

(f) Obtaining Board publications. The
Publications Services Section main-
tains a list of Board publications that
are available to the public. In addition,
a partial list of publications is pub-
lished in the Federal Reserve Bulletin.
All publications issued by the Board,
including available back issues, may be
obtained from Publications Services,
Board of Governors of the Federal Re-
serve System, 20th Street and Con-
stitution Avenue, N.W., Washington,
D.C. 20551 (pedestrian entrance is on C
Street, N.W.). Subscription or other
charges may apply to some publica-
tions.

§261.11 Records available for public
inspection and copying.

(a) Types of records made available.
Unless they were published promptly
and made available for sale or without
charge, the following records shall be
made available for inspection and
copying at the Freedom of Information
Office:

(1) Final opinions, including concur-
ring and dissenting opinions, as well as
final orders and written agreements,
made in the adjudication of cases;

(2) Statements of policy and interpre-
tations adopted by the Board that are
not published in the FEDERAL REG-
ISTER;

(3) Administrative staff manuals and
instructions to staff that affect the
public;

(4) Copies of all records released to
any person under §261.12 that, because
of the nature of their subject matter,
the Board has determined are likely to
be requested again;
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(5) A general index of the records re-
ferred to in paragraph (a)(4) of this sec-
tion; and

(6) The public section of Community
Reinvestment Act examination re-
ports.

(b) Reading room procedures. (1) Infor-
mation available under this section is
available for inspection and copying,
from 9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. weekdays, at
the Freedom of Information Office of
the Board of Governors of the Federal
Reserve System, 20th Street and Con-
stitution Avenue, N.W., Washington,
D.C. 20551 (the pedestrian entrance is
on C Street, N.W.).

(2) The Board may determine that
certain classes of publicly available fil-
ings shall be made available for inspec-
tion and copying only at the Federal
Reserve Bank where those records are
filed.

(c) Electronic records. (1) Except as set
forth in paragraph (c)(2) of this section,
information available under this sec-
tion that was created by the Board on
or after November 1, 1996, shall also be
available on the Board’s internet site
(which can be found at http:/
www.bog.frb.fed.us).

(2) NTIS. The publicly available por-
tions of Reports of Condition and In-
come of individual banks and certain
other data files produced by the Board
are distributed by the National Tech-
nical Information Service. Requests for
these public reports should be ad-
dressed to: Sales Office, National Tech-
nical Information Service, U.S. Depart-
ment of Commerce, 5285 Port Royal
Road, Springfield, Virginia 22161, (703)
487-4650.

(3) Privacy protection. The Board may
delete identifying details from any
record to prevent a clearly unwar-
ranted invasion of personal privacy.

§261.12 Records available to public
upon request.

(a) Types of records made available. All
records of the Board that are not avail-
able under §§261.10 and 261.11 shall be
made available upon request, pursuant
to the procedures and exceptions in
this Subpart B.

(b) Procedures for requesting records.
(1) A request for identifiable records
shall reasonably describe the records in
a way that enables the Board’s staff to

12 CFR Ch. Il (1-1-03 Edition)

identify and produce the records with
reasonable effort and without unduly
burdening or significantly interfering
with any of the Board’s operations.

(2) The request shall be submitted in
writing to the Freedom of Information
Office, Board of Governors of the Fed-
eral Reserve System, 20th & C Street,
N.W., Washington, D.C. 20551; or sent
by facsimile to the Freedom of Infor-
mation Office, (202) 872-7562 or 7565. The
request shall be clearly marked FREE-
DOM OF INFORMATION ACT RE-
QUEST.

(3) A request may not be combined
with any other request to the Board ex-
cept for a request under 12 CFR
26l1a.3(a) (Rules Regarding Access to
and Review of Personal Information
under the Privacy Act of 1974) and a re-
quest made under §261.22(b).

(c) Contents of request. The request
shall contain the following informa-
tion:

(1) The name and address of the re-
quester, and the telephone number at
which the requester can be reached
during normal business hours;

(2) Whether the requested informa-
tion is intended for commercial use,
and whether the requester is an edu-
cational or noncommercial scientific
institution, or news media representa-
tive;

(3) A statement agreeing to pay the
applicable fees, or a statement identi-
fying any desired fee limitation, or a
request for a waiver or reduction of
fees that satisfies §261.17(f); and

(4) If the request is being made in
connection with on-going litigation, a
statement indicating whether the re-
quester will seek discretionary release
of exempt information from the Gen-
eral Counsel upon denial of the request
by the Secretary. A requester who in-
tends to make such a request to the
General Counsel may also address the
factors set forth in §261.22(b).

(d) Defective requests. The Board need
not accept or process a request that
does not reasonably describe the
records requested or that does not oth-
erwise comply with the requirements
of this section. The Board may return a
defective request, specifying the defi-
ciency. The requester may submit a
corrected request, which will be treat-
ed as a new request.

702



