§271.3

constitute a part of the Committee’s
official files.

(j) Representative of the news media re-
fers to any person actively gathering
news for an entity that is organized
and operated to publish or broadcast
news to the public.

(1) The term ‘“‘news’” means informa-
tion about current events or that
would be of current interest to the pub-
lic.

(2) Examples of news media entities
include, but are not limited to, tele-
vision or radio stations broadcasting to
the public at large, and publishers of
newspapers and other periodicals (but
only in those instances when they can
qualify as disseminators of ‘“‘news”)
who make their products available for
purchase or subscription by the general
public.

(3) ‘““Freelance’” journalists may be
regarded as working for a news organi-
zation if they can demonstrate a solid
basis for expecting publication through
that organization, even though not ac-
tually employed by it.

(k)(1) Review refers to the process of
examining documents, located in re-
sponse to a request for access, to deter-
mine whether any portion of a docu-
ment is exempt information. It in-
cludes doing all that is necessary to ex-
cise the documents and otherwise to
prepare them for release.

(2) Review does not include time
spent resolving general legal or policy
issues regarding the application of ex-

emptions.
(@) Search means a reasonable
search, by manual or automated

means, of the Committee’s official files
and any other files containing records
of the Committee as seem reasonably
likely in the particular circumstances
to contain documents of the kind re-
quested. For purposes of computing
fees under §271.9, search time includes
all time spent looking for material
that is responsive to a request, includ-
ing line-by-line identification of mate-
rial within documents. Such activity is
distinct from ‘“‘review’ of material to
determine whether the material is ex-
empt from disclosure.

(2) Search does not mean or include
research, creation of any document, or
extensive modification of an existing
program or system that would signifi-
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cantly interfere with the operation of
the Committee’s automated informa-
tion system.

§271.3 Published information.

(a) FEDERAL REGISTER. The Com-
mittee publishes in the FEDERAL REG-
ISTER, in addition to this part:

(1) A description of its organization;

(2) Statements of the general course
and method by which its functions are
channeled and determined;

(3) Rules of procedure;

(4) Substantive rules of general appli-
cability, and statements of general pol-
icy and interpretations of general ap-
plicability formulated and adopted by
the Committee;

(5) Every amendment, revision, or re-
peal of the foregoing; and

(6) General notices of proposed rule-
making.

(b) Annual Report to Congress. Each
annual report made to Congress by the
Board includes a complete record of
the actions taken by the Committee
during the preceding year upon all
matters of policy relating to open mar-
ket operations, showing the reasons
underlying the actions, and the votes
taken.

(c) Other published information. From
time to time, other information relat-
ing to open market operations of the
Federal Reserve Banks is published in
the Federal Reserve Bulletin, issued
monthly by the Board, in the Board’s
annual report to Congress, and in an-
nouncements and statements released
to the press. Copies of issues of the
Bulletin and of annual reports of the
Board may be obtained from the Publi-
cations Services of the Federal Reserve
Board, 20th Street and Constitution
Avenue, N.W., Washington, D.C. 20551
(pedestrian entrance is on C Street,
N.W.). Subscription or other charges
may apply.

§271.4 Records available for public in-
spection and copying.

(a) Types of records made available.
Unless they were published promptly
and made available for sale or without
charge, certain records shall be made
available for inspection and copying at
the Board’s Freedom of Information Of-
fice pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 552(a)(2).
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(b) Reading room procedures. (1) Infor-
mation available under this section is
available for inspection and copying,
from 9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. weekdays, at
the Freedom of Information Office of
the Board of Governors of the Federal
Reserve System, 20th Street and Con-
stitution Avenue, N.W., Washington,
D.C. 20551 (the pedestrian entrance is
on C Street, N.W.).

(2) The Committee may determine
that certain classes of publicly avail-
able filings shall be made available for
inspection and copying only at the
Federal Reserve Bank where those
records are maintained.

(c) Electronic records. Information
available under this section that was
created on or after November 1, 1996,
shall also be available on the Board’s
website, found at http:/
www.bog.frb.fed.us.

(d) Privacy protection. The Committee
may delete identifying details from
any record to prevent a clearly unwar-
ranted invasion of personal privacy.

§271.5 Records available to the public
on request.

(a) Types of records made available. All
records of the Committee that are not
available under §§271.3 and 271.4 shall
be made available upon request, pursu-
ant to the procedures in this section
and the exceptions in §271.7.

(b) Procedures for requesting records.
(1) A request for identifiable records
shall reasonably describe the records in
a way that enables the Committee’s
staff to identify and produce the
records with reasonable effort and
without unduly burdening or signifi-
cantly interfering with any of the Com-
mittee’s operations.

(2) The request shall be submitted in
writing to the Secretary of the Com-
mittee, Federal Open Market Com-
mittee, 20th & C Street, N.W., Wash-
ington, D.C. 20551; or sent by facsimile
to the Secretary of the Committee,
(202) 452-2921. The request shall be
clearly marked FREEDOM OF INFOR-
MATION ACT REQUEST.

(c) Contents of request. The request
shall contain the following informa-
tion:

(1) The name and address of the re-
quester, and the telephone number at
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which the requester can be reached
during normal business hours;

(2) Whether the requested informa-
tion is intended for commercial use,
and whether the requester represents
an educational or noncommercial sci-
entific institution, or news media;

(3) A statement agreeing to pay the
applicable fees, or a statement identi-
fying any fee limitation desired, or a
request for a waiver or reduction of
fees that satisfies §271.9(f).

(d) Defective requests. The Committee
need not accept or process a request
that does not reasonably describe the
records requested or that does not oth-
erwise comply with the requirements
of this section. The Committee may re-
turn a defective request, specifying the
deficiency. The requester may submit a
corrected request, which will be treat-
ed as a new request.

§271.6 Processing requests.

(a) Receipt of requests. The date of re-
ceipt for any request, including one
that is addressed incorrectly or that is
referred to the Committee by another
agency or by a Federal Reserve Bank,
is the date the Secretary of the Com-
mittee actually receives the request.

(b) Priority of responses. The Com-
mittee shall normally process requests
in the order they are received. How-
ever, in the Secretary’s discretion, or
upon a court order in a matter to
which the Committee is a party, a par-
ticular request may be processed out of
turn.

(c) Expedited processing. Where a per-
son requesting expedited access to
records has demonstrated a compelling
need for the records, or where the Com-
mittee has determined to expedite the
response, the Committee shall process
the request as soon as practicable.

(1) To demonstrate a compelling need
for expedited processing, the requester
shall provide a certified statement, a
sample of which may be obtained from
the Board’s Freedom of Information Of-
fice. The statement, certified to be
true and correct to the best of the re-
quester’s knowledge and belief, shall
demonstrate that:

(i) The failure to obtain the records
on an expedited basis could reasonably
be expected to pose an imminent threat
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