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or type, if applicable, as pilot in com-
mand during the 12 calendar months 
before the month of application; 

(2) At least 10 hours of pilot-in-com-
mand time in that aircraft category, 
class, or type, if applicable, during the 
12 calendar months before the month of 
application; or 

(3) An FAA practical test in that air-
craft after— 

(i) Meeting the requirements of para-
graphs (b)(1) and (b)(2) of this section; 
and 

(ii) Having received an endorsement 
from an authorized instructor who cer-
tifies that the pilot is proficient to 
take the required practical test, and 
that endorsement is made within the 
60-day period preceding the date of the 
practical test. 

(e) Instrument rating. A rated military 
pilot or former rated military pilot 
who applies for an airplane instrument 
rating, a helicopter instrument rating, 
or a powered-lift instrument rating to 
be added to his or her commercial pilot 
certificate may apply for an instru-
ment rating if the pilot has, within the 
12 calendar months preceding the 
month of application: 

(1) Passed an instrument proficiency 
check by a U.S. Armed Force in the 
aircraft category for the instrument 
rating sought; and 

(2) Received authorization from a 
U.S. Armed Force to conduct IFR 
flights on Federal airways in that air-
craft category and class for the instru-
ment rating sought. 

(f) Aircraft type rating. An aircraft 
type rating is issued only for aircraft 
types that the Administrator has cer-
tificated for civil operations. 

(g) Aircraft type rating placed on an 
airline transport pilot certificate. A rated 
military pilot or former rated military 
pilot who holds an airline transport 
pilot certificate and who requests an 
aircraft type rating to be placed on 
that person’s airline transport pilot 
certificate may be issued that aircraft 
type rating at the airline transport 
pilot certificate level, provided that 
person: 

(1) Holds a category and class rating 
for that type of aircraft at the airline 
transport pilot certificate level; and 

(2) Passed an official U.S. military 
pilot check and instrument proficiency 

check in that type of aircraft as pilot 
in command during the 12 calendar 
months before the month of applica-
tion. 

(h) Evidentiary documents. The fol-
lowing documents are satisfactory evi-
dence for the purposes indicated: 

(1) An official identification card 
issued to the pilot by an armed force 
may be used to demonstrate member-
ship in the armed forces. 

(2) An original or a copy of a certifi-
cate of discharge or release may be 
used to demonstrate discharge or re-
lease from an armed force or former 
membership in an armed force. 

(3) Current or previous status as a 
rated military pilot with a U.S. Armed 
Force may be demonstrated by— 

(i) An official U.S. Armed Force order 
to flight status as a military pilot; 

(ii) An official U.S. Armed Force 
form or logbook showing military pilot 
status; or 

(iii) An official order showing that 
the rated military pilot graduated from 
a U.S. military pilot school and re-
ceived a rating as a military pilot. 

(4) A certified U.S. Armed Force log-
book or an appropriate official U.S. 
Armed Force form or summary may be 
used to demonstrate flight time in 
military aircraft as a member of a U.S. 
Armed Force. 

(5) An official U.S. Armed Force 
record of a military checkout as pilot 
in command may be used to dem-
onstrate pilot in command status. 

(6) A current instrument grade slip 
that is issued by a U.S. Armed Force, 
or an official record of satisfactory ac-
complishment of an instrument pro-
ficiency check during the 12 calendar 
months preceding the month of the ap-
plication may be used to demonstrate 
instrument pilot qualification. 

[Doc. No. 25910, 62 FR 16298, Apr. 4, 1997; 
Amdt. 61–103, 62 FR 40901, July 30, 1997]

§ 61.75 Private pilot certificate issued 
on the basis of a foreign pilot li-
cense. 

(a) General. A person who holds a cur-
rent foreign pilot license issued by a 
contracting State to the Convention on 
International Civil Aviation may apply 
for and be issued a private pilot certifi-
cate with the appropriate ratings when 
the application is based on the foreign 
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pilot license that meets the require-
ments of this section. 

(b) Certificate issued. A U.S. private 
pilot certificate that is issued under 
this section shall specify the person’s 
foreign license number and country of 
issuance. A person who holds a current 
foreign pilot license issued by a con-
tracting State to the Convention on 
International Civil Aviation may be 
issued a private pilot certificate based 
on the foreign pilot license without 
any further showing of proficiency, 
provided the applicant: 

(1) Meets the requirements of this 
section; 

(2) Holds a foreign pilot license 
that— 

(i) Is not under an order of revocation 
or suspension by the foreign country 
that issued the foreign pilot license; 
and 

(ii) Does not contain an endorsement 
stating that the applicant has not met 
all of the standards of ICAO for that li-
cense; 

(3) Does not currently hold a U.S. 
pilot certificate; 

(4) Holds a current medical certifi-
cate issued under part 67 of this chap-
ter or a current medical certificate 
issued by the country that issued the 
person’s foreign pilot license; and 

(5) Is able to read, speak, write, and 
understand the English language. If the 
applicant is unable to meet one of 
these requirements due to medical rea-
sons, then the Administrator may 
place such operating limitations on 
that applicant’s pilot certificate as are 
necessary for the safe operation of the 
aircraft. 

(c) Aircraft ratings issued. Aircraft 
ratings listed on a person’s foreign 
pilot license, in addition to any issued 
after testing under the provisions of 
this part, may be placed on that per-
son’s U.S. pilot certificate. 

(d) Instrument ratings issued. A person 
who holds an instrument rating on the 
foreign pilot license issued by a con-
tracting State to the Convention on 
International Civil Aviation may be 
issued an instrument rating on a U.S. 
private pilot certificate provided: 

(1) The person’s foreign pilot license 
authorizes instrument privileges; 

(2) Within 24 months preceding the 
month in which the person applies for 

the instrument rating, the person 
passes the appropriate knowledge test; 
and 

(3) The person is able to read, speak, 
write, and understand the English lan-
guage. If the applicant is unable to 
meet one of these requirements due to 
medical reasons, then the Adminis-
trator may place such operating limi-
tations on that applicant’s pilot cer-
tificate as are necessary for the safe 
operation of the aircraft. 

(e) Operating privileges and limitations. 
A person who receives a U.S. private 
pilot certificate that has been issued 
under the provisions of this section: 

(1) May act as a pilot of a civil air-
craft of U.S. registry in accordance 
with the private pilot privileges au-
thorized by this part; 

(2) Is limited to the privileges placed 
on the certificate by the Adminis-
trator; 

(3) Is subject to the limitations and 
restrictions on the person’s U.S. cer-
tificate and foreign pilot license when 
exercising the privileges of that U.S. 
pilot certificate in an aircraft of U.S. 
registry operating within or outside 
the United States; and 

(4) Shall not exercise the privileges 
of that U.S. private pilot certificate 
when the person’s foreign pilot license 
has been revoked or suspended. 

(f) Limitation on licenses used as the 
basis for a U.S. certificate. Only one for-
eign pilot license may be used as a 
basis for issuing a U.S. private pilot 
certificate. The foreign pilot license 
and medical certification used as a 
basis for issuing a U.S. private pilot 
certificate under this section must be 
in the English language or accom-
panied by an English language tran-
scription that has been signed by an of-
ficial or representative of the foreign 
aviation authority that issued the for-
eign pilot license. 

(g) Limitation placed on a U.S. private 
pilot certificate. A U.S. private pilot cer-
tificate issued under this section is 
valid only when the holder has the for-
eign pilot license upon which the 
issuance of the U.S. private pilot cer-
tificate was based in the holder’s per-
sonal possession or readily accessible 
in the aircraft.
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