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information provided by other parties, 
the Section 301 Committee will enter-
tain rebuttal briefs filed by any inter-
ested person within a time limit speci-
fied in the public notice. Rebuttal 
briefs should be strictly limited to 
demonstrating errors of fact or anal-
ysis not pointed out in the briefs or 
hearing and should be as concise as 
possible.

§ 2006.9 Presentation of oral testimony 
at public hearings. 

(a) A request by an interested person 
to present oral testimony at a public 
hearing shall be submitted in writing 
before the close of the period of sub-
mission announced in the public notice 
and shall state briefly the interest of 
the applicant. Such request will be 
granted if a brief has been submitted in 
accordance with § 2006.8. 

(b) After consideration of a request 
to present oral testimony at a public 
hearing, the Chairman of the Section 
301 Committee will notify the appli-
cant whether the request conforms to 
the requirements of § 2006.8(a) and, if it 
does not, will give the reasons. If the 
applicant has submitted a conforming 
request he shall be notified of the time 
and place for the hearing and for his 
oral testimony.

§ 2006.10 Waiver of requirements. 
To the extent consistent with the re-

quirements of the Trade Act, the re-
quirements of §§ 2006.0 through 2006.3 
and 2006.8 may be waived by the Trade 
Representative or the Chairman of the 
Section 301 Committee upon a showing 
of good cause and for reasons of equity 
and the public interest.

§ 2006.11 Consultations before making 
determinations. 

Prior to making a determination on 
what action, if any, should be taken in 
regard to issues raised in the petition, 
the Trade Representative shall obtain 
advice from any appropriate private 
sector advisory representatives, includ-
ing committees established pursuant to 
section 135 of the Trade Act, unless ex-
peditious action is required, in which 
case he shall seek such advice after 
making the determination. The Trade 
Representative may also request the 
views of the International Trade Com-

mission regarding the probable eco-
nomic impact of the proposed action.

§ 2006.12 Determinations; time limits. 

On the basis of the petition, inves-
tigation and consultations, and after 
receiving the advice of the Section 301 
Committee, the Trade Representative 
shall determine whether U.S. rights 
under any trade agreement are being 
denied, or whether any other act, pol-
icy, or practice actionable under sec-
tion 301 exists and, if so, what action 
(if any) should be taken under section 
301. These determinations shall be 
made: 

(a) In the case of an investigation in-
volving a trade agreement (other than 
the agreement on subsidies and coun-
tervailing measures described in sec-
tion 2(c)(5) of the Trade Agreements 
Act of 1979), within 30 days after the 
dispute settlement procedure con-
cludes, or 18 months after the initi-
ation of the investigation, whichever is 
earlier. 

(b) In all other cases, within 12 
months after initiating an investiga-
tion.

§ 2006.13 Information open to public 
inspection. 

(a) With the exception of information 
subject to § 2006.15, an interested person 
may, upon advance request, inspect at 
a public reading room in the Office of 
the United States Trade Representa-
tive: 

(1) Any written petition, brief, or 
similar submission of information 
(other than that to which confiden-
tiality applies) made in the course of a 
section 302 proceeding; 

(2) Any stenographic record of a pub-
lic hearing held pursuant to section 302 
or 304. 

(b) In addition, upon written request 
submitted in accordance with section 
308 of the Trade Act, any person may 
obtain from the Section 301 Chairman 
the following, to the extent that such 
information is available to the Office 
of the U.S. Trade Representative or 
other Federal agencies: 

(1) Information on the nature and ex-
tent of a specific trade policy or prac-
tice of a foreign government or instru-
mentality with respect to particular 
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goods, services, investment, or intel-
lectual property rights; 

(2) Information on United States 
rights under any trade agreement and 
the remedies which may be available 
under that agreement and under the 
laws of the United States; and 

(3) Information on past and present 
domestic and international proceedings 
or actions with respect to the policy or 
practice concerned. 

(c) An appropriate fee will be charged 
for duplication of documents requested 
under § 2006.13.

§ 2006.14 Information not available. 
If the Office of the U.S. Trade Rep-

resentative does not have, and cannot 
obtain from other Federal agencies, in-
formation requested in writing by any 
person, the Section 301 Chairman shall, 
within 30 days after the receipt of the 
request: 

(a) Request the information from the 
foreign government involved; or 

(b) Decline to request the informa-
tion and inform the person in writing 
of the reasons for the refusal.

§ 2006.15 Information exempt from 
public inspection. 

(a) The Chairman of the Section 301 
Committee shall exempt from public 
inspection business information sub-
mitted in confidence if he determines 
that such information involves trade 
secrets or commercial and financial in-
formation the disclosure of which is 
not authorized by the person fur-
nishing such information nor required 
by law. 

(b) An interested person requesting 
that the Chairman exempt from public 
inspection confidential business infor-
mation submitted in writing must cer-
tify in writing that such information is 
business confidential, the disclosure of 
such information would endanger trade 
secrets or profitability, and such infor-
mation is not generally available. The 
information submitted must be clearly 
marked ‘‘BUSINESS CONFIDENTIAL’’ 
in a contrasting color ink at the top of 
each page on each copy, and shall be 
accompanied by a nonconfidential sum-
mary of the confidential information. 

(c) The Section 301 Chairman may 
use such information, or make such in-
formation available (in his own discre-

tion) to any employee of the Federal 
Government for use in any investiga-
tion under section 302, or make such 
information available to any other per-
son in a form which cannot be associ-
ated with, or otherwise identify, the 
person providing the information. 

(d) The Section 301 Chairman may 
deny a request that he exempt from 
public inspection any particular busi-
ness information if he determines that 
such information is not entitled to ex-
emption under law. In the event of a 
denial, the interested person submit-
ting the particular business informa-
tion will be notified of the reasons for 
the denial and will be permitted to 
withdraw the submission.

PART 2007—REGULATIONS OF THE 
U.S. TRADE REPRESENTATIVE PER-
TAINING TO ELIGIBILITY OF ARTI-
CLES AND COUNTRIES FOR THE 
GENERALIZED SYSTEM OF PREF-
ERENCE PROGRAM (GSP (15 CFR 
PART 2007))

Sec.
2007.0 Requests for reviews. 
2007.1 Information required of interested 

parties in submitting requests for modi-
fications in the list of eligible articles. 

2007.2 Action following receipt of requests 
for modifications in the list of eligible 
articles and for reviews of the GSP sta-
tus of eligible beneficiary countries with 
respect to designation criteria. 

2007.3 Timetable for reviews. 
2007.4 Publication regarding requests. 
2007.5 Written briefs and oral testimony. 
2007.6 Information open to public inspec-

tion. 
2007.7 Information exempt from public in-

spection. 
2007.8 Other reviews of article eligibilities.
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§ 2007.0 Requests for reviews. 
(a) An interested party may submit a 

request (1) that additional articles be 
designated as eligible for GSP duty-
free treatment, provided that the arti-
cle has not been accepted for review 
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