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Subpart A—Purpose

§700.1 Purpose of this regulation.

(a) Title I of the Defense Production
Act of 1950, as amended (560 U.S.C. App.
2061, et seq.) (Defense Production Act),
authorizes the President: to require the



§700.2

priority performance of contracts and
orders necessary or appropriate to pro-
mote the national defense over other
contracts or orders; to allocate mate-
rials, services, and facilities as nec-
essary or appropriate to promote the
national defense; and to require the al-
location of, or the priority performance
under contracts or orders relating to,
supplies of materials, equipment, and
services in order to assure domestic en-
ergy supplies for national defense
needs.

(b) Section 18 of the Selective Service
Act of 1948 (60 U.S.C. app. 468) (Selec-
tive Service Act) authorizes the Presi-
dent to place an order with a supplier
for any articles or materials required
for the exclusive use of the U.S. armed
forces whenever the President deter-
mines that in the interest of national
security, prompt delivery of the arti-
cles and materials is required. The sup-
plier must give precedence to the order
so as to deliver the articles or mate-
rials in a required time period. 10
U.S.C. 2538, and 50 U.S.C. 82, provide
similar authority specifically for De-
partment of Defense procurement, but
only in time of war or when war is im-
minent.

(c) Section 602(b) of the Robert T.
Stafford Disaster Relief and Emer-
gency Assistance Act (42 TU.S.C.
5195a(b)) provides that the terms ‘‘na-
tional defense’ and ‘‘defense’’ as used
in the Defense Production Act includes
‘“‘emergency preparedness activities”
conducted pursuant to Title VI of the
Stafford Act. The definition of ‘‘na-
tional defense” in Section 702(13) of the
Defense Production Act provides that
this term includes ‘‘emergency pre-
paredness activities’” conducted pursu-
ant to Title VI of the Stafford Act.

(d) The Defense Priorities and Allo-
cations System (DPAS) regulation im-
plements the priorities and allocations
authority of the Defense Production
Act and as this authority pertains to
Title VI of the Stafford Act, and the
priorities authority of the Selective
Service Act and related statutes, all
with respect to industrial resources.
The DPAS ensures the timely avail-
ability of industrial resources for ap-
proved programs and provides an oper-
ating system to support rapid indus-
trial response to a national emergency.
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(e) To aid in understanding and using
the DPAS, an overview of its major
provisions is incorporated into this
regulation as subpart B—Overview. The
full text of the DPAS is found in sub-
parts D through L.

[49 FR 30414, July 30, 1984. Redesignated at 54
FR 601, Jan. 9, 1989, as amended at 63 FR
31921, June 11, 1998]

Subpart B—Overview

§700.2 Introduction.

(a) Certain national defense and en-
ergy programs (including emergency
preparedness activities) are approved
for priorities and allocations support.
For example, military aircraft produc-
tion, ammunition, and certain pro-
grams which maximize domestic en-
ergy supplies are ‘‘approved programs.”’
A complete list of currently approved
programs is provided at Schedule 1 to
this part.

(b) The Department of Commerce ad-
ministers the DPAS to ensure the
timely delivery of industrial items to
meet approved program requirements.

(c) Commerce has delegated author-
ity to place priority ratings on con-
tracts or orders necessary or appro-
priate to promote the national defense
to the government agencies that issue
such contracts or orders. Schedule I in-
cludes a list of agencies delegated this
authority. Copies of the Delegations of
Authority are provided at Appendix II.
They set forth the authorities dele-
gated and those retained by Commerce.

[49 FR 30414, July 30, 1984. Redesignated at 54
FR 601, Jan. 9, 1989, as amended at 63 FR
31921, June 11, 1998]

§700.3 Priority ratings and rated or-

ders.
(a) Rated orders are identified by a
priority rating consisting of the

rating—either DX or DO—and a pro-
gram identification symbol. Rated or-
ders take preference over all unrated
orders as necessary to meet required
delivery dates. Among rated orders, DX
rated orders take preference over DO
rated orders. Program identification
symbols indicate which approved pro-
gram is involved with the rated order.
For example, Al identifies defense air-
craft programs and A7 signifies defense



