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Subpart A—General

§ 917.1 Basic provisions. 
(a) This section sets forth the basic 

purposes for which Sea Grant funding 
may be made pursuant to the following 
sections of the Act: 33 U.S.C. 1124, 1127, 
1125 and 1124a. These sections provide 
for the funding of programs and 
projects in fields related to ocean and 
coastal resources that involve marine 
research, marine education and train-
ing, and marine advisory services. 
However, there is a significant dif-
ference in focus among these sections 
since section 1124(a) is concerned chief-
ly with regional and state needs rel-
ative to ocean and coastal resources 
(including the funding of Sea Grant 
Fellowships under section 1127) while 
section 1125 is concerned with national 
needs and problems relative to ocean 
and coastal resources, and section 1124a 
is concerned with programs of inter-
national cooperation assistance with 
respect to those resources. 

(b) Comment: Statutory citation 33 
U.S.C. 1124(a):

In General. The Secretary may make 
grants and enter into contracts under this 
subsection to assist any Sea Grant program 
or project if the Secretary finds that such 
program or project will— 

(1) Implement the objective set forth in 
Section 202(b); and 

(2) Be responsive to the needs or problems 
of individual states or regions. 

The total amount paid pursuant to any 
such grant or contract may equal 662⁄3 per-
cent, or any lesser percent, of the total cost 
of the Sea Grant program or project in-
volved.

(c) Comment: Statutory citation 33 
U.S.C. 1127(a):

In General. The Secretary may enter into 
contracts and make grants under this sec-
tion to— 

(1) Enhance the research and development 
capability of developing foreign nations with 
respect to ocean and coastal resources. 

(2) Promote the international exchange of 
information and data with respect to the as-
sessment, development, utilization, and con-
servation of such resources.

§ 917.2 Definitions. 
(a) The term Act means the Sea 

Grant Program Improvement Act of 
1976, as amended (33 U.S.C. 1121 et seq.). 

(b) The term Secretary means the Sec-
retary of Commerce. 

(c) The term Administrator means the 
Administrator of the National Oceanic 
and Atmospheric Administration. 

(d) The term Office of Sea Grant 
means the National Oceanic and At-
mospheric Administration’s Office of 
Sea Grant, which administers the Na-
tional Sea Grant Program provided for 
in the Act. 

(e) The term objective of the Act 
means the objective set forth at 33 
U.S.C. 1121(b) and is ‘‘is to increase the 
understanding, assessment, develop-
ment, utilization, and conservation of 
the Nation’s ocean and coastal re-
sources by providing assistance to pro-
mote a strong educational base, re-
sponsive research and training activi-
ties, and broad and prompt dissemina-
tion of knowledge and techniques.’’

(f) The term ocean and coastal re-
source(s) is as defined at 33 U.S.C. 
1122(7) and means:

any resource (whether living, nonliving, 
manmade, tangible, intangible, actual, or po-
tential) which is located in, derived from, or 
traceable to, the marine environment. 

Such term includes the habitat of any such 
living resource, the coastal space, the eco-
systems, the nutrient rich areas, and the 
other components of the marine environ-
ment which contribute to or provide (or 
which are capable of contributing to or pro-
viding) recreational, scenic, esthetic, bio-
logical, habitational, commercial, economic, 
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