§922.160

§922.160 Purpose.

(a) The purpose of the regulations in
this subpart is to implement the com-
prehensive management plan for the
Florida Keys National Marine Sanc-
tuary by regulating activities affecting
the resources of the Sanctuary or any
of the qualities, values, or purposes for
which the Sanctuary is designated, in
order to protect, preserve and manage

the conservation, ecological, rec-
reational, research, educational, his-
torical, and aesthetic resources and

qualities of the area. In particular, the
regulations in this part are intended to
protect, restore, and enhance the living
resources of the Sanctuary, to con-
tribute to the maintenance of natural
assemblages of living resources for fu-
ture generations, to provide places for
species dependent on such living re-
sources to survive and propagate, to fa-
cilitate to the extent compatible with
the primary objective of resource pro-
tection all public and private uses of
the resources of the Sanctuary not pro-
hibited pursuant to other authorities,
to reduce conflicts between such com-
patible uses, and to achieve the other
policies and purposes of the Florida
Keys National Marine Sanctuary and
Protection Act and the National Ma-
rine Sanctuaries Act.

(b) Section 304(e) of the NMSA re-
quires the Secretary to review manage-
ment plans and regulations every five
yvears, and make necessary revisions.
Upon completion of the five year re-
view of the Sanctuary management
plan and regulations, the Secretary
will repropose the regulations in their
entirety with any proposed changes
thereto, including those regulations in
subparts A and E of this part that
apply to the Sanctuary. The Governor
of the State of Florida will have the
opportunity to review the re-proposed
regulations before they take effect and
if the Governor certifies such regula-
tions as unacceptable, they will not
take effect in State waters of the Sanc-
tuary.

§922.161 Boundary.

The Sanctuary consists of an area of
approximately 2900 square mnautical
miles (9,800 square Kkilometers) of
coastal and ocean waters, and the sub-
merged lands thereunder, surrounding
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the Florida Keys in Florida. Appendix I
to this subpart sets forth the precise
Sanctuary boundary.
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§922.162

(a) The following definitions apply to
the Florida Keys National Marine
Sanctuary regulations. To the extent
that a definition appears in §922.3 and
this section, the definition in this sec-
tion governs.

Acts means the Florida Keys National
Marine Sanctuary and Protection Act,
as amended, (FKNMSPA) (Pub. L. 101-
605), and the National Marine Sanc-
tuaries Act (NMSA), also known as
Title III of the Marine Protection, Re-
search, and Sanctuaries Act, as amend-
ed, (MPRSA) (16 U.S.C. 1431 et seq.).

Adverse effect means any factor, force,
or action that independently or cumu-
latively damages, diminishes, degrades,
impairs, destroys, or otherwise harms
any Sanctuary resource, as defined in
section 302(8) of the NMSA (16 U.S.C.
1432(8)) and in this section, or any of
the qualities, values, or purposes for
which the Sanctuary is designated.

Airboat means a vessel operated by
means of a motor driven propeller that
pushes air for momentum.

Areas To Be Avoided means the areas
in which vessel operations are prohib-
ited pursuant to section 6(a)(1) of the
FKNMSPA (see §922.164(a)). Appendix
VII to this subpart sets forth the geo-
graphic coordinates of these areas, in-
cluding any modifications thereto
made in accordance with section 6(a)(3)
of the FKNMSPA.

Closed means all entry or use is pro-
hibited.

Coral means the corals of the Class
Hydrozoa (stinging and hydrocorals);
the Class Anthozoa, Subclass
Hexacorallia, Order Scleractinia (stony
corals) and Antipatharia (black corals).

Coral area means marine habitat
where coral growth abounds including
patch reefs, outer bank reefs, deep-
water banks, and hardbottoms.

Coral reefs means the hard bottoms,
deep-water banks, patch reefs, and
outer bank reefs.

Ecological Reserve means an area of
the Sanctuary consisting of contig-
uous, diverse habitats, within which
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