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Subpart A—General Provisions

§2640.101 Purpose.

18 U.S.C. 208(a) prohibits an officer or
employee of the executive branch, of
any independent agency of the United
States, of the District of Columbia, or
Federal Reserve bank director, officer,
or employee, or any special Govern-
ment employee from participating in
an official capacity in particular mat-
ters in which he has a personal finan-
cial interest, or in which certain per-
sons or organizations with which he is
affiliated have a financial interest. The
statute is intended to prevent an em-
ployee from allowing personal interests
to affect his official actions, and to
protect governmental processes from
actual or apparent conflicts of inter-
ests. However, in certain cases, the na-
ture and size of the financial interest
and the nature of the matter in which
the employee would act are unlikely to
affect an employee’s official actions.
Accordingly, the statute permits waiv-
ers of the disqualification provision in
certain cases, either on an individual
basis or pursuant to general regula-
tion. Section 208(b)(2) provides that the
Director of the Office of Government
Ethics may, by regulation, exempt
from the general prohibition, financial
interests which are too remote or too
inconsequential to affect the integrity
of the services of the employees to
which the prohibition applies. The reg-
ulations in this part describe those fi-
nancial interests. This part also pro-
vides guidance to agencies on the fac-
tors to consider when issuing indi-
vidual waivers under 18 U.S.C. 208 (b)(1)
or (b)(3), and provides an interpretation
of 18 U.S.C. 208(a).

§2640.102

§2640.102

For purposes of this part:

(a) Diversified means that the fund,
trust or plan does not have a stated
policy of concentrating its investments
in any industry, business, single coun-
try other than the United States, or
bonds of a single State within the
United States and, in the case of an
employee benefit plan, means that the
plan’s trustee has a written policy of
varying plan investments.

NOTE TO PARAGRAPH (a): A mutual fund is
diversified for purposes of this part if it does
not have a policy of concentrating its invest-
ments in an industry, business, country
other than the United States, or single State
within the United States. Whether a mutual
fund meets this standard may be determined
by checking the fund’s prospectus or by call-
ing a broker or the manager of the fund. An
employee benefit plan is diversified if the
plan manager has a written policy of varying
assets. This policy might be found in mate-
rials describing the plan or may be obtained
in a written statement from the plan man-
ager. It is important to note that a mutual
fund or employee benefit plan that is diversi-
fied for purposes of this part may not nec-
essarily be an excepted investment fund
(EIF) for purposes of reporting financial in-
terests pursuant to 5 CFR 2634.310(c). In some
cases, an employee may have to report the
underlying assets of a fund or plan on his fi-
nancial disclosure statement even though an
exemption set forth in this part would per-
mit the employee to participate in a matter
affecting the underlying assets of the fund or
plan. Conversely, there may be situations in
which no exemption in this part is applicable
to the assets of a fund or plan which is prop-
erly reported as an EIF on the employee’s fi-
nancial disclosure statement.

(b) Employee means an officer or em-
ployee of the executive branch of the
United States, or of any independent
agency of the United States, a Federal
Reserve bank director, officer, or em-
ployee, or an officer or employee of the
District of Columbia. The term also in-
cludes a special Government employee
as defined in 18 U.S.C. 202.

(c) Employee benefit plan means a plan
as defined in section 3(3) of the Em-
ployee Retirement Income Security
Act of 1974, 29 U.S.C. 1002(3), and that
has more than one participant. An em-
ployee benefit plan is any plan, fund or
program established or maintained by

Definitions.
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