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(7) Support and source documents for
costs.

(8) An audit trail including identi-
fication of time periods, initial and
summary accounts, cost determination
and allocation procedures, cost centers
or other accounting procedures to sup-
port any costs claimed for program ad-
ministration.

(9) Periodic audits by qualified indi-
viduals who are independent of those
who maintain Federal program funds
as prescribed in §277.17.

(10) Methods to resolve audit findings
and recommendations and to follow up
on corrective or preventive actions.

(c) The standards in §277.6(b) apply to
subagencies or contractors involved
with program funding.

§277.7 Cash depositories.

(a) The term ‘‘cash depositories’ re-
fers to banks or other institutions
which maintain accounts where Food
Stamp Program funds are deposited
and from which withdrawals are made
to meet administrative costs of the
State agency.

(b) State agencies are encouraged to
use minority owned banks to expand
opportunities for minority enterprises.

(c) FNS shall not:

(1) Require physical segregation in a
cash depository of program funds from
other State agency funds.

(2) Establish any eligibility require-
ments for cash depositories in which
program funds are deposited by the
State agency.

§277.8 Bonding and insurance.

(a) General. In administering FNS
program funds, State agencies shall ob-
serve their regular requirements and
practices with respect to bonding and
insurance. FNS will not impose addi-
tional bonding and insurance require-
ments, including fidelity bonding,
above those normally required by the
State agency.

(b) Loan guarantees. FNS makes no
guarantee of any loan or payment of
money borrowed by a State agency for
administering the program. State
agencies shall not make any assur-
ances to any lender or contractor that
FNS will furnish funds for loan pay-
ments.

§277.10

§277.9 Administrative costs principles.

(a) This section prescribes specific
policies and procedures governing
State agencies for funding under this
part.

(b) The incremental cost of certifying
TANF households for Food Stamp Pro-
gram benefits are allowable costs for
FNS reimbursement.

(c) When costs for administering the
program are claimed for reimburse-
ment, the audit trail must identify the
specific activities, locations, or time
periods as defined in this section.

(1) Direct cost. Allowable direct costs
may be charged to the Food Stamp
Program at the 50 percent or higher
funding level as specified in this part.

(2) Indirect cost. Allowable indirect
costs may also be claimed at the 50 per-
cent or higher reimbursement funding
level as specified in this part and ap-
pendix A.

(3) Direct and indirect costs claimed
for program cost reimbursement must
be incurred for the time periods, the
activities or for the locations for which
the rates are approved by FNS.

(d) All State agency Cost Allocation
Plans for determining the costs of ad-
ministering the program must be ap-
proved by the cognizant Federal agen-
cy. All Cost Allocation Plans involving
program funds shall be submitted to
FNS for review.

[Amdt. 188, 45 FR 85702, Dec. 30, 1980, as
amended by Amdt. 385, 66 FR 33440, May 24,
2000]

§277.10 Program income.

(a) Program income is gross income
resulting from activities financed with
program funds. Such earnings exclude
interest income but include income
from service fees, usage or rental fees,
sale of assets purchased with program
funds, and royalties on patents and
copyrights.

(b) Interest earned on advances of
program administrative funds shall be
remitted to FNS except for interest
earned on advances to States or instru-
mentalities of a State as provided by
the Intergovernmental Cooperation
Act of 1968 (Pub. L. 90-577) and ad-
vances to tribal organizations under
the Indian Self-Determination Act
(sections 102 through 104).
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§277.11

(c) Income resulting from the sale of
real and personal property whose ac-
quisition cost was borne in whole or in
part with Program funds shall be re-
mitted to FNS or applied to the Fed-
eral share of current program costs in
accordance with §277.13. All other sales
proceeds will be handled in accordance
with §277.13.

(d) Unless there is a prior agreement
between FNS and the State agency, the
State agency shall have no obligation
to FNS with respect to royalties re-
ceived from copyrights or patents pro-
duced as a result of activities financed
with program administrative funds.

(e) Any other income earned under
activities supported by program admin-
istrative funds may be retained by the
State agency if they are deducted from
the gross program administrative costs
for the purposes of determining net
costs and FNS’s share of net cost.

(f) State agencies shall record the re-
ceipt and expenditure of revenues such
as taxes, special assessments, levies,
fines, etc., as a part of program fund
transactions when such revenues are
specifically earmarked for program
fund projects.

§277.11 Financial reporting require-
ments.

(a) General. This section prescribes
requirements for the State agencies to
report financial information to FNS.

(b) Authorized forms and instructions.
(1) Only forms specified by this part, or
other forms authorized by FNS, may be
used for obtaining financial informa-
tion from State agencies for the pro-
gram.

(2) All instructions for use in connec-
tion with the form specified in
§277.11(c) shall be followed. FNS may
prescribe supplementary instructions.

(3) State agencies shall submit the
original and two copies of forms re-
quired by this section unless FNS ap-
proves a waiver of this requirement.

(4) The forms and instructions in this
part shall be available to the State
agency and to the public upon request
to FNS Regional Offices as set out in
§271.6(b).

(¢c) Financial status report—(1) Form.
State agencies shall use the standard
Financial Status Report (Form SF-269)
to report program costs.
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(2) Fregency. The report (Form SF-
269) shall be required quarterly.

(3) Exceptions. Those State agencies
that receive payments under the U.S.
Treasury check system shall submit to
FNS a Quarterly Report of Federal
Cash Transactions (Form SF-272).

(4) Due dates. Quarterly reports shall
be due April 30 (for the period January
through March), July 30 (April through
June), October 30 (July through Sep-
tember), January 30 (October through
December). Final reports are due De-
cember 30 for all completed Federal fis-
cal years (October 1 through September
30) or 90 days after termination of Fed-
eral financial support. Requests from
State agencies for extension of report-
ing due dates may be approved, if nec-
essary.

(d) Time limit for State agencies to file
claims. (1) After the deadline in para-
graph (c)(4) of this section for the final
SF-269 report, State agencies shall use
the form specified by FNS as needed
within three years of the end of the
Federal fiscal year to amend a prior ex-
penditure report pertaining to such
Federal fiscal year. The three-year re-
porting deadline may be extended by
FNS if litigation, an audit, or a claim
is unresolved at the end of the three-
year period. The reporting form shall
be used to amend prior expenditure re-
ports, and to request reimbursement
for any additional funding due, or to
pay back to FNS any inadvertent prior
overclaim. Requests for reimbursement
will only be honored if the claim is
filed within the timeframe in para-
graph (d)(2) of this section. FNS re-
serves the right to bill State agencies
for amounts due FNS resulting from an
overclaim, even if no reporting form
has been submitted.

(2) Subject to the availability of
funds from the appropriation for the
year in which the expenditure was in-
curred, FNS may reimburse State
agencies for an allowable expenditure
only if the State agency files a claim
with FNS for that expenditure within
two years after the calendar quarter in
which the State agency (or local agen-
cy) incurred the cost. FNS will con-
sider non-cash expenditures such as de-
preciation to have been made in the
quarter the expenditure was recorded
in the accounting records of the State
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