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Technical assistance. Guidance pro-
vided to land users regarding the use 
and treatment of soil, water, plant, 
animal, and related resources. This as-
sistance may include conservation plan 
formulation, application, and mainte-
nance and is usually confined to those 
activities which the recipient could not 
reasonably be expected to do without 
specialized assistance. 

Technical guide. A document con-
taining detailed information on the 
conservation of soil, water, plant, ani-
mal, and related resources applicable 
specifically to the area for which it is 
prepared.

§ 631.3 Administration. 
(a) NRCS is responsible for the ad-

ministration of the Great Plains Con-
servation Program (GPCP). 

(b) The program shall be carried out 
in close cooperation with interested 
Federal, state, and local government 
units and organizations. The program 
in designated counties shall be coordi-
nated with the long-range program of 
conservation districts operating in 
such counties and with other USDA ac-
tivities. 

(c) Applicants who have USDA-Farm-
ers Home Administration (FmHA) 
loans must furnish to NRCS satisfac-
tory evidence that the conservation 
plan used as a basis for the GPCP con-
tract is compatible with assistance 
provided by FmHA. Such evidence may 
consist of written acknowledgement by 
the authorized FmHA official that the 
GPCP conservation plan is compatible 
with the farm management plan pre-
pared for FmHA program purposes.

§ 631.4 Program applicability. 
The program is applicable only to 

designated counties within the Great 
Plains states. County designation is a 
responsibility of the NRCS Chief.

§ 631.5 Land user eligibility. 
Any land user in a designated county 

may file an application for participa-
tion in the GPCP with the NRCS field 
office. A land user who develops an ac-
ceptable conservation plan in coopera-
tion with NRCS and the conservation 
district that is in compliance with the 
terms and conditions of the program is 
eligible to sign a contract.

§ 631.6 Land eligible for the program. 
The program is applicable to: (a) Pri-

vately owned land, (b) nonfederally 
owned public land under private con-
trol for the contract period and in-
cluded in the participant’s operating 
unit, and (c) federally owned land, if in-
stallation of conservation practices 
would directly benefit nearby or ad-
joining privately owned land of persons 
who maintain and use the Federal land.

§ 631.7 Conservation treatment eligible 
for cost sharing. 

(a) The state conservationist, in con-
sultation with the state program com-
mittee, shall select the resource man-
agement systems, conservation prac-
tices, or identifiable units eligible for 
GPCP cost sharing in the state. 

(b) The designated conservationist, in 
consultation with the county program 
committee, shall select from the state 
list the eligible conservation systems, 
practices, or identifiable units eligible 
for GPCP cost sharing in the county.

§ 631.8 Cost-share rates. 
(a) The Federal rate may not exceed 

80 percent. 
(b) The maximum Federal rate (per-

centage) within each state for each 
practice or identifiable unit shall be es-
tablished by the state conservationist. 

(c) The maximum rate (percentage) 
for each county is established by the 
designated conservationist not to ex-
ceed the state rate (percentage). 

(d) The rate (percentage) established 
by a state conservationist or a des-
ignated conservationist shall not ex-
ceed the amount necessary and appro-
priate to apply conservation treat-
ment.

§ 631.9 Conservation plan. 
(a) An applicant is responsible for de-

veloping a conservation plan, in co-
operation with the conservation dis-
trict, that protects the resource base in 
a manner acceptable to NRCS. This 
plan will be used as a basis for devel-
oping a contract. Conservation treat-
ment is to be planned and implemented 
as a resource management system. 

(b) The applicant decides how the 
land will be used and selects the re-
source management systems that will 
achieve the applicant’s objectives and 
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provide protection of soil, water, and 
related resources acceptable to NRCS. 
Eligible practices may be included in 
the conservation plan to enhance fish 
and wildlife and recreation resources, 
promote the economic use of land, and 
reduce or control agriculture-related 
pollution. 

(c) Technical assistance will be pro-
vided by NRCS, as needed by the land 
user. NRCS may utilize the services of 
private, local, state, and other Federal 
agencies in discharging its responsibil-
ities for technical assistance. 

(d) Participants are responsible for 
accomplishing the conservation plan 
and may use all available sources of as-
sistance, including other USDA pro-
grams that are consistent with the 
conservation plan. 

(e) All conservation practices sched-
uled in the conservation plan are to be 
carried out in accordance with the ap-
plicable NRCS technical guide.

Subpart B—Contracts

§ 631.10 Contracts. 

(a) To participate in the program, an 
applicant must enter into a contract 
agreeing to implement a conservation 
plan. All persons who control or share 
control of the operating unit for the 
proposed contract period must sign the 
contract or one person with power-of-
attorney may sign the contract for all 
persons. The applicant must provide 
the contracting officer with satisfac-
tory evidence of control of the oper-
ating unit for the life of the proposed 
contract. 

(b) Contracts may be entered into not 
later than September 30, 1991. The con-
tract shall be for a period needed to es-
tablish the conservation treatment 
scheduled in the conservation plan and 
must extend at least 3 years but not 
more than 10 years. 

(c) Contracts may be transferred or 
modified by mutual consent. The trans-
feree assumes full responsibility for 
the contract including operation and 
maintenance of all land treatment in-
stalled under the contract. Also in-
cluded are payments made under the 
contract to the participant or pre-

ceding participants before and after the 
transfer. 

(d) Contracts may be terminated by 
mutual consent or by NRCS for cause.

§ 631.11 Conservation practice mainte-
nance. 

(a) Each participant is obligated to 
maintain the resource management 
systems or conservation practices ap-
plied under the contract for the dura-
tion of the contract. Practices in-
stalled before execution of the contract 
are to be maintained as specified in the 
contract. 

(b) If the life span of the practices or 
resource management systems extends 
beyond the period of the contract, 
state conservationists may make the 
operation and maintenance of those 
practices or systems a condition of the 
contract. The length of such operation 
and maintenance shall extend for the 
expected life span.

§ 631.12 Cost-share payments. 

(a) Federal cost sharing shall be ad-
justed so that the combined cost share 
by Federal and state government or 
subdivision of a state shall not exceed 
100 percent of the cost. 

(b) Cost-share payments for com-
pleting resource management systems 
or a practice or an identifiable unit ac-
cording to specifications will be made 
by NRCS as specified in the contract or 
as adjusted according to § 631.12(a).

§ 631.13 Disputes and appeals for mat-
ters other than contract violations. 

Applicants or participants may ap-
peal decisions regarding matters other 
than contract disputes under this part 
in accordance with part 614 of this 
title. 

[60 FR 67316, Dec. 29, 1995]

§ 631.14 Contract violations. 

Contract violations, determinations 
and appeals will be handled in accord-
ance with the terms of the contract 
and attachments thereto. Violations 
involving fraud are to be handled in ac-
cordance with current USDA regula-
tions.
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