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PART 1700—GENERAL 
INFORMATION

Subpart A—General
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seq., 1921 et seq., 6941 et seq.; 7 CFR 2.7.

SOURCE: 63 FR 16085, Apr. 2, 1998, unless 
otherwise noted.

Subpart A—General
§ 1700.1 General. 

(a) The Rural Electrification Admin-
istration (REA) was established by Ex-
ecutive Order No. 7037 on May 11, 1935. 
Statutory authority was provided by 
the Rural Electrification Act of 1936 
(RE Act) (7 U.S.C. 901). The RE Act es-
tablished REA as a lending agency 
with responsibility for developing a 
program for rural electrification. 

(b) On October 28, 1949, the RE Act 
was amended to authorize REA to 
make loans to improve and extend tele-
phone service in rural areas. The Rural 
Telephone Bank (RTB), an agency of 
the United States, was established by 
amendment to the RE Act, approved 

May 7, 1971. The Administrator of RUS 
serves as the Bank’s chief executive 
with the title of Governor. 

(c) The Secretary of Agriculture 
(Secretary) established the Rural Utili-
ties Service (RUS) on October 20, 1994, 
pursuant to the Department of Agri-
culture Reorganization Act of 1994, (7 
U.S.C. 6941 et seq.). RUS was assigned 
responsibility for administering elec-
tric and telecommunications loan and 
loan guarantee programs previously 
administered by REA, including pro-
grams of the Rural Telephone Bank 
(RTB), and water and waste loans and 
grants previously administered by the 
Rural Development Administration, 
along with other functions as the Sec-
retary determined appropriate. The 
rights, interests, obligations, duties, 
and contracts previously vested in REA 
were transferred to, and vested in RUS.

§ 1700.2 Availability of information. 
(a) The offices of RUS are located in 

the South Building of the United 
States Department of Agriculture at 
1400 Independence Avenue, SW, Wash-
ington, DC 20250–1500. Hours of oper-
ation are from 8:15 AM to 4:45 PM, 
Eastern time on Federal Government 
business days. 

(b) Information about RUS is avail-
able for public inspection and copying 
as required by the Freedom of Informa-
tion Act, 5 U.S.C. 552 et seq. Informa-
tion about availability and costs of 
agency publications and other agency 
materials is available from the Direc-
tor, Program Development and Regu-
latory Analysis, Rural Utilities Serv-
ice, United States Department of Agri-
culture, Room 4034–S, 1400 Independ-
ence Avenue, SW, STOP 1522, Wash-
ington, DC 20250–1522. Phone 202–720–
0736. FAX 202–720–4120. 

(c) RUS issues indexes of publications 
in conformance with the Freedom of 
Information Act and Department of 
Agriculture regulations at 7 CFR part 
1. Many RUS issuances, including regu-
lations, delegations of authority for 
headquarters and field staff, and other 
documents, are available on the world 
wide web at http://www.usda.gov/rus. 
Single hard copies of publications, 
forms, forms of basic loan and security 
instruments, and other materials are 
available either directly from RUS, 
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