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(c) Staff office.The Electric Staff Divi-
sion is responsible for engineering as-
pects of RUS’ standards, specifications 
and other requirements for design, con-
struction, and technical operation and 
maintenance of RUS borrowers’ elec-
tric systems. The Electric Staff Divi-
sion oversees the activities of Tech-
nical Standards Committees ‘‘A’’ and 
‘‘B’’, Electric, which determine wheth-
er engineering specifications, drawings, 
material and equipment are acceptable 
for use in RUS borrowers’ electric sys-
tems. The Office of the Assistant Ad-
ministrator prepares analyses of loan 
making activities and the business and 
regulatory environment of RUS bor-
rowers and recommends policies and 
procedures.

§ 1700.28 Telecommunications Pro-
gram. 

RUS and RTB, through the Tele-
communications Program, make loans 
and loan guarantees to furnish and im-
prove telecommunications service in 
rural areas. 

(a) The Assistant Administrator, Tele-
communications Program, directs and co-
ordinates the rural telecommuni-
cations programs, including the dis-
tance learning and telemedicine pro-
gram, and in conjunction with the Ad-
ministrator and Deputy Administrator, 
and others, the planning and formu-
lating of programs and activities of the 
agency, and performs other activities 
as the Administrator may prescribe 
from time to time. 

(b) Primary point of contact with bor-
rowers.Area offices are the primary 
points of contact between RUS and all 
telecommunications program bor-
rowers. Each office administers the 
rural telecommunications program for 
its assigned geographical area with as-
sistance of field representatives lo-
cated in areas assigned to them. 

(c) Staff offices.The Telecommuni-
cations Staff Division is responsible for 
engineering aspects of design, con-
struction, and technical operation and 
maintenance of rural telecommuni-
cations systems and facilities, includ-
ing the activities of Technical Stand-
ards Committees ‘‘A’’ and ‘‘B’’, Tele-
communications, which determine 
whether engineering specifications, 
drawings, material, and equipment are 

acceptable for use in RUS financed 
telecommunications systems. The Ad-
vanced Telecommunications Services 
office prepares analyses of loan making 
activities and the business and regu-
latory environment of RUS borrowers 
and recommends policies and proce-
dures. 

[63 FR 16085, Apr. 2, 1998; 63 FR 18307, Apr. 15, 
1998]

§ 1700.29 Water and Environmental 
Programs. 

RUS, through the Water and Envi-
ronmental Programs, provides loan and 
grant funds for water and waste dis-
posal projects serving the most finan-
cially needy rural communities. 

(a) The Assistant Administrator, Water 
and Environmental Programs, develops 
and institutes plans, procedures, and 
policies for the effective, efficient, and 
orderly management of Water and En-
vironmental Programs responsibilities; 
provides leadership to ensure execution 
of policies and procedures by the Water 
and Waste Disposal programs and sup-
port functions; and performs other ac-
tivities as the Administrator or Deputy 
Administrator may prescribe from 
time to time. 

(b) Primary point of contact. The State 
Rural Development Offices are the pri-
mary points of contact between RUS 
and loan and grant recipients. 

(c) The Engineering and Environmental 
Staff is responsible for engineering 
staff activities at all stages of Water 
and Waste Disposal programs imple-
mentation, including review of prelimi-
nary engineering plans and specifica-
tions, procurement practices, contract 
awards, construction monitoring, and 
system operation and maintenance. 
This staff develops agency engineering 
practices, policies, guidelines, and 
technical data relating to the construc-
tion and operation of water and waste 
disposal systems, and for implementing 
the National Environmental Policy 
Act, and other environmental require-
ments as they apply to all agency pro-
grams and activities.

§ 1700.30 Distance Learning and Tele-
medicine Loan and Grant Program. 

RUS, through the Telecommuni-
cations Program, makes grants and 
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