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Net utility plant means the amount 
constituting the total utility plant of 
the borrower, less depreciation, com-
puted in accordance with RUS account-
ing requirements. 

Pooling agreement means a contract 
among two or more interconnected 
electric systems to operate on a coordi-
nated basis to achieve economies and/
or enhance reliability in supplying 
their respective loads. 

Power supply contract means any con-
tract entered into by a borrower for 
the sale or purchase, at wholesale, of 
electric energy. 

Regulatory created assets means the 
sum of any amounts properly record-
able as unrecovered plant and regu-
latory study costs or as other regu-
latory assets, computed pursuant to 
RUS accounting requirements. 

RUS accounting requirements means 
the system of accounts prescribed for 
electric borrowers by RUS regulations 
as such RUS accounting requirements 
exist at the date of applicability there-
of. 

RUS regulations mean regulations of 
general applicability published by RUS 
from time to time as they exist at the 
date of applicability thereof, and shall 
also include any regulations of other 
federal entities which RUS is required 
by law to implement. 

Total assets means an amount consti-
tuting the total assets of the borrower 
as computed pursuant to RUS account-
ing requirements, but excluding any 
regulatory created assets. 

Wheeling agreement means a contract 
providing for the use of the electric 
transmission facilities of one electric 
utility to transmit power and energy of 
another electric utility or other entity 
to a third party. Such transmission 
may be accomplished directly or by 
displacement.

§ 1717.603 RUS approval of extensions 
and additions. 

(a) Distribution borrowers. Prior writ-
ten approval by RUS is required for a 
distribution borrower to extend or add 
to its electric system if the extension 
or addition will be financed by RUS. 
For extensions and additions that will 
not be financed by RUS, approval is 
hereby given to distribution borrowers 
to make such extensions and additions 

to their electric systems, including the 
use of (or commitment to use) general 
funds of the borrower, except for the 
following: 

(1) Construction, procurement, or 
leasing of generating facilities if the 
combined capacity of the facilities to 
be built, procured, or leased, including 
any future facilities included in the 
planned project, will exceed the lesser 
of 5 megawatts or 30 percent of the bor-
rower’s equity; 

(2) Acquisition or leasing of existing 
electric facilities or systems in service 
whose purchase price, or capitalized 
value in the case of a lease, exceeds 10 
percent of the borrower’s net utility 
plant; and 

(3) Construction, procurement, or 
leasing of electric facilities to serve a 
customer whose annual kWh purchases 
or maximum annual kW demand in the 
foreseeable future is projected to ex-
ceed 25 percent of the borrower’s total 
kWh sales or maximum kW demand in 
the year immediately preceding the ac-
quisition or start of construction. 

(b) Power supply borrowers. Prior writ-
ten approval by RUS is required for a 
power supply borrower to extend or add 
to its electric system if the extension 
or addition will be financed by RUS. 
Requirements for RUS approval of ex-
tensions and additions that will not be 
financed by RUS are set forth in other 
RUS regulations. 

(c) Additional details. Additional de-
tails relating to RUS approval of ex-
tensions and additions of a borrower’s 
electric system financed by RUS are 
set forth in other RUS regulations, 
e.g., in 7 CFR parts 1710 and 1726.

§ 1717.604 Long-range engineering 
plans and construction work plans. 

(a) All borrowers are required to 
maintain up-to-date long-range engi-
neering plans and construction work 
plans (CWPs) in form and substance as 
set forth in 7 CFR part 1710, subpart F. 

(b) Applications for financing from 
RUS must be supported by a long-range 
engineering plan and CWP approved by 
RUS. 

(c) RUS approval is not required for 
long-range engineering plans and CWPs 
if the borrower does not intend to seek 
RUS financing for any of the facilities, 
equipment or other purposes included 
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in those plans. However, if requested 
by RUS, a borrower must provide an in-
formational copy of such plans to RUS.

§ 1717.605 Design standards, plans and 
specifications, construction stand-
ards, and RUS accepted materials. 

All borrowers, regardless of the 
source of funding, are required to com-
ply with applicable RUS requirements 
with respect to system design, con-
struction standards, and the use of 
RUS accepted materials. Borrowers 
must comply with applicable RUS re-
quirements with respect to plans and 
specifications only if the construction 
or procurement will be financed by 
RUS. These requirements are set forth 
in other RUS regulations, especially in 
7 CFR parts 1724 and 1728.

§ 1717.606 Standard forms of construc-
tion contracts, and engineering and 
architectural services contracts. 

All borrowers are encouraged to use 
the standard forms of contracts pro-
mulgated by RUS for construction, ma-
terials, equipment, engineering serv-
ices, and architectural services, regard-
less of the source of funding for such 
construction and services. Borrowers 
are required to use these standard 
forms of contracts only if the construc-
tion, procurement or services are fi-
nanced by RUS, and only to the extent 
required by RUS regulations. RUS re-
quirements with respect to such stand-
ard forms of contract are set forth in 7 
CFR part 1724 for architectural and en-
gineering services, and in 7 CFR part 
1726 for construction, materials, and 
equipment.

§ 1717.607 Contract bidding require-
ments. 

Borrowers must follow RUS require-
ments regarding bidding for contracts 
for construction, materials, and equip-
ment only if financing of the construc-
tion or procurement will be provided 
by RUS. These requirements are set 
forth in 7 CFR part 1726.

§ 1717.608 RUS approval of contracts. 
(a) Construction contracts and architec-

tural and engineering contracts. RUS ap-
proval of contracts for construction 
and procurement and for architectural 
and engineering services is required 

only when such construction, procure-
ment or services are financed by RUS. 
Detailed requirements regarding RUS 
approval of such contracts are set forth 
in 7 CFR part 1724 for architectural and 
engineering services, and in 7 CFR part 
1726 for construction and procurement. 

(b) Large retail power contracts. RUS 
approval of contracts to sell electric 
power to retail customers is required 
only if the contract is for longer than 
2 years and the kWh sales or kW de-
mand for any year covered by the con-
tract exceeds 25 percent of the bor-
rower’s total kWh sales or maximum 
kW demand for the year immediately 
preceding execution of the contract. 
This requirement applies regardless of 
the source of funding of any plant ex-
tensions, additions or improvements 
that may be involved in connection 
with the contract. 

(c) Power supply arrangements. (1) 
Power supply contracts (including but 
not limited to economy energy sales 
and emergency power and energy 
sales), interconnection agreements, 
interchange agreements, wheeling 
agreements, pooling agreements, and 
any other similar power supply ar-
rangements subject to approval by 
RUS are deemed approved if they have 
a term of 2 years or less. Amendments 
to said power supply arrangements are 
also deemed approved provided that the 
amendment does not extend the term 
of the arrangement for more than 2 
years beyond the date of the amend-
ment. 

(2) Any amendment to a schedule or 
exhibit contained in any power supply 
arrangement subject to RUS approval, 
which merely has the effect of either 
altering a list of interconnection or de-
livery points or changing the value of a 
variable term (but not the formula 
itself) contained in a formulary rate or 
charge is deemed approved. 

(3) The provisions of this paragraph 
(c) apply regardless of whether the bor-
rower is a seller or purchaser of the 
services furnished by the contracts or 
arrangements, and regardless of wheth-
er or not a Federal power marketing 
agency is a party to any of them. 

(d) System management and mainte-
nance contracts. RUS approval of con-
tracts for the management and oper-
ation of a borrower’s electric system or 
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