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assist those projects that are the most 
cost effective, high unemployment 
rate, severity of health risks, etc. A 
written justification must be prepared 
and attached to RUS Bulletin 1777–2 
each time these points are assigned.

§§ 1777.14–1777.20 [Reserved]

§ 1777.21 Use of funds. 

(a) Applicant. Funds may be used to: 
(1) Construct, enlarge, extend, or oth-

erwise improve community water and/
or waste disposal systems. Otherwise 
improve would include extending serv-
ice lines to and/or connecting resi-
dence’s plumbing to the system. 

(2) Make loans and grants to individ-
uals for extending service lines to and/
or connecting residences to the appli-
cant’s system. The approval official 
must determine that this is a practical 
and economical method of connecting 
individuals to the community water 
and/or waste disposal system. Loan 
funds can only be used for loans, and 
grant funds can only be used for 
grants. 

(3) Make improvements to individ-
ual’s residence when needed to allow 
use of the water and/or waste disposal 
system. 

(4) Grants can be made up to 100 per-
cent of eligible project costs. 

(b) Individuals. Funds may be used to: 
(1) Extend service lines to residence. 
(2) Connect service lines to resi-

dence’s plumbing. 
(3) Pay reasonable charges or fees for 

connecting to a community water and/
or waste disposal system. 

(4) Pay for necessary installation of 
plumbing and related fixtures within 
dwellings lacking such facilities. This 
is limited to one bathtub, sink, com-
mode, kitchen sink, water heater, and 
outside spigot. 

(5) Construction and/or partitioning 
off a portion of dwelling for a bath-
room, not to exceed 4.6 square meters 
(48 square feet) in size. 

(6) Pay reasonable costs for closing 
abandoned septic tanks and water wells 
when necessary to protect the health 
and safety of recipients of a grant in 
paragraphs (b)(1) or (b)(2) of this sec-
tion and is required by local or State 
law.

§§ 1777.22–1777.30 [Reserved]

§ 1777.31 Rates. 
(a) Applicant loans will bear interest 

at the rate of 5 percent per annum. 
(b) Individual loans will bear interest 

at the rate of: 
(1) Five percent per annum; or 
(2) The Federal Financing Bank rate 

for loans of a similar term at the time 
of Agency loan approval, whichever is 
less.

§§ 1777.32–1777.40 [Reserved]

§ 1777.41 Individual loans and grants. 
(a) The amount of loan and grant 

funds approved by the Agency will be 
based on the need shown in the applica-
tion and an implementation plan sub-
mitted by the applicant. The imple-
mentation plan will include such 
things as: purpose, how funds will be 
used, proposed application process, 
construction requirements, control and 
disbursement of funds, etc. The imple-
mentation plan will be attached to 
RUS Bulletin 1777–1. 

(b) RUS Bulletin 1777–1 is a Memo-
randum of Agreement which sets forth 
the procedures and regulations for 
making and servicing loans and grants 
made by applicants to individuals. The 
State Program Official is authorized to 
enter into a Memorandum of Agree-
ment with any applicant providing 
loans and/or grants to individuals. The 
Memorandum of Agreement can be 
amended to comply with State law and 
recommendations by the Office of Gen-
eral Counsel. It may also be amended 
to eliminate references to loans and/or 
grants if no loan and/or grant is in-
volved. The State Program Official is 
responsible for: 

(1) Ensuring that all provisions of the 
Agreement are understood. 

(2) Determining that the applicant 
has the ability to make and service 
loans and/or grants in the manner out-
lined in the Agreement. 

(c) Agency funds remaining after pro-
viding individual loans and/or grants 
will be returned to the Agency. The 
funds should be disbursed to individ-
uals within 1 year from the date water 
and/or waste disposal service is avail-
able to the individuals. The State Pro-
gram Official can make an exception to 
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this 1 year requirement if written jus-
tification is provided by the applicant.

§ 1777.42 Delegation of authority. 
The State Program Official is respon-

sible for the overall implementation of 
the authorities contained in this part 
and may redelegate any such authority 
to appropriate Agency employees.

§ 1777.43 Bulletins. 
RUS Bulletin 1780–12 referenced in 

part 1780 of this chapter and RUS Bul-
letin 1777–1, 1777–2 and 1777–3 are for use 
in administering loans and/or grants 
made under this part. Bulletins, in-
structions and forms are available from 
any USDA/Rural Development office or 
the Rural Utilities Service, United 
States Department of Agriculture, 
Washington, DC 20250–1500.

§§ 1777.44–1777.99 [Reserved]

§ 1777.100 OMB control number. 
The reporting and recordkeeping re-

quirements contained in this part have 
been approved by the Office of Manage-
ment and Budget and assigned OMB 
control number 0570–0001. Public re-
porting burden for this collection of in-
formation is estimated to vary from 5 
to 30 hours per response with an aver-
age of 17.5 hours per response, includ-
ing the time for reviewing instructions, 
searching existing data sources, gath-
ering and maintaining the data needed, 
and completing and reviewing the col-
lection of information. Send comments 
regarding this burden estimate or any 
other aspect of this collection of infor-
mation, including suggestions for re-
ducing this burden, to U.S. Department 
of Agriculture, Clearance Officer, 
OIRM, Room 404–W, Washington, DC 
20250; and to the Office of Information 
and Regulatory Affairs, Office of Man-
agement and Budget, Washington, DC 
20503.

PART 1778—EMERGENCY COMMU-
NITY WATER ASSISTANCE 
GRANTS

Sec.
1778.1 General. 
1778.2 [Reserved] 
1778.3 Objective. 
1778.4 Definitions. 

1778.5 [Reserved] 
1778.6 Eligibility. 
1778.7 Project priority. 
1778.8 [Reserved] 
1778.9 Uses. 
1778.10 Restrictions. 
1778.11 Maximum grants. 
1778.12 [Reserved] 
1778.13 Set-aside. 
1778.14 Other considerations. 
1778.15–1778.20 [Reserved] 
1778.21 Application processing. 
1778.22 Planning development and procure-

ment. 
1778.23 Grant closing and disbursement of 

funds. 
1778.24–1778.30 [Reserved] 
1778.31 Performing development. 
1778.32 Grant cancellation. 
1778.33 [Reserved] 
1778.34 Grant servicing. 
1778.35 Subsequent grants. 
1778.36 [Reserved] 
1778.37 Forms, instructions and bulletins. 
1778.38–1778.99 [Reserved] 
1778.100 OMB control number.

AUTHORITY: 5 U.S.C. 301; 7 U.S.C. 1989; 16 
U.S.C. 1005.

SOURCE: 62 FR 33475, June 19, 1997, unless 
otherwise noted.

§ 1778.1 General. 
(a) This part outlines policies and 

procedures for making Emergency 
Community Water Assistance Grants 
authorized under Section 306A of the 
Consolidated Farm and Rural Develop-
ment Act, (7 U.S.C. 1926(a)), as amend-
ed. Any processing or servicing activ-
ity conducted pursuant to this part in-
volving authorized assistance to Agen-
cy employees, members of their fami-
lies, known close relatives, or business 
or close personal associates, is subject 
to the provisions of subpart D of part 
1900 of this title. Applicants for this as-
sistance are required to identify any 
known relationship or association with 
an Agency employee. 

(b) Agency officials will maintain li-
aison with officials of other Federal, 
State, regional and local development 
agencies to coordinate related pro-
grams to achieve rural development 
objectives. 

(c) Agency officials shall cooperate 
with appropriate State agencies in 
making grants that support State 
strategies for rural area development. 

(d) Funds allocated for use in accord-
ance with this part are also to be con-
sidered for use by Indian tribes within 
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