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this 1 year requirement if written jus-
tification is provided by the applicant.

§ 1777.42 Delegation of authority. 
The State Program Official is respon-

sible for the overall implementation of 
the authorities contained in this part 
and may redelegate any such authority 
to appropriate Agency employees.

§ 1777.43 Bulletins. 
RUS Bulletin 1780–12 referenced in 

part 1780 of this chapter and RUS Bul-
letin 1777–1, 1777–2 and 1777–3 are for use 
in administering loans and/or grants 
made under this part. Bulletins, in-
structions and forms are available from 
any USDA/Rural Development office or 
the Rural Utilities Service, United 
States Department of Agriculture, 
Washington, DC 20250–1500.

§§ 1777.44–1777.99 [Reserved]

§ 1777.100 OMB control number. 
The reporting and recordkeeping re-

quirements contained in this part have 
been approved by the Office of Manage-
ment and Budget and assigned OMB 
control number 0570–0001. Public re-
porting burden for this collection of in-
formation is estimated to vary from 5 
to 30 hours per response with an aver-
age of 17.5 hours per response, includ-
ing the time for reviewing instructions, 
searching existing data sources, gath-
ering and maintaining the data needed, 
and completing and reviewing the col-
lection of information. Send comments 
regarding this burden estimate or any 
other aspect of this collection of infor-
mation, including suggestions for re-
ducing this burden, to U.S. Department 
of Agriculture, Clearance Officer, 
OIRM, Room 404–W, Washington, DC 
20250; and to the Office of Information 
and Regulatory Affairs, Office of Man-
agement and Budget, Washington, DC 
20503.
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§ 1778.1 General. 
(a) This part outlines policies and 

procedures for making Emergency 
Community Water Assistance Grants 
authorized under Section 306A of the 
Consolidated Farm and Rural Develop-
ment Act, (7 U.S.C. 1926(a)), as amend-
ed. Any processing or servicing activ-
ity conducted pursuant to this part in-
volving authorized assistance to Agen-
cy employees, members of their fami-
lies, known close relatives, or business 
or close personal associates, is subject 
to the provisions of subpart D of part 
1900 of this title. Applicants for this as-
sistance are required to identify any 
known relationship or association with 
an Agency employee. 

(b) Agency officials will maintain li-
aison with officials of other Federal, 
State, regional and local development 
agencies to coordinate related pro-
grams to achieve rural development 
objectives. 

(c) Agency officials shall cooperate 
with appropriate State agencies in 
making grants that support State 
strategies for rural area development. 

(d) Funds allocated for use in accord-
ance with this part are also to be con-
sidered for use by Indian tribes within 
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the State regardless of whether State 
development strategies include Indian 
reservations within the State’s bound-
aries. Indians residing on such reserva-
tions must have an equal opportunity 
along with other rural residents to par-
ticipate in the benefits of this program. 
This includes equal application of out-
reach activities of Field Offices. 

(e) Federal statutes provide for ex-
tending the Agency financial programs 
without regard to race, color, religion, 
sex, national origin, marital status, 
age, or physical/mental handicap (pro-
vided the participant possesses the ca-
pacity to enter into legal contracts).

§ 1778.2 [Reserved]

§ 1778.3 Objective. 
The objective of the Emergency Com-

munity Water Assistance Grant Pro-
gram is to assist the residents of rural 
areas that have experienced a signifi-
cant decline in quantity or quality of 
water to obtain adequate quantities of 
water that meet the standards set by 
the Safe Drinking Water Act (42 U.S.C. 
300f et seq.) (SDWA).

§ 1778.4 Definitions. 
Emergency. Occurrence of an incident 

such as, but not limited to, a drought, 
earthquake, flood, hurricane, disease 
outbreak, or chemical spill. 

Rural areas. Includes any area in any 
city or town with a population not in 
excess of 10,000 inhabitants according 
to the most recent decennial census of 
the United States, located in any of the 
fifty States, the Commonwealth of 
Puerto Rico, the Western Pacific Terri-
tories, Marshall Islands, Federated 
States of Micronesia, Republic of 
Palau, and the U.S. Virgin Islands. 

Significant decline in quality. A signifi-
cant decline in quality of potable water 
is where the present community source 
or delivery system does not meet, as a 
result of an emergency, the current 
SDWA requirements. For a private 
source or delivery system a significant 
decline in quality is where the water is 
no longer potable as a result of an 
emergency. 

Significant decline in quantity. A sig-
nificant decline in the quantity is 
caused by a disruption of the potable 
water supply by an emergency. The dis-

ruption in quantity of water prevents 
the present source or delivery system 
from supplying potable water needs to 
rural residents. This would not include 
a decline in excess water capacity.

§ 1778.5 [Reserved]

§ 1778.6 Eligibility. 

(a) Grants may be made to public 
bodies and private nonprofit corpora-
tions serving rural areas. Public bodies 
include counties, cities, townships, in-
corporated towns and villages, bor-
oughs, authorities, districts, and other 
political subdivisions of a State. Public 
bodies also includes Indian tribes on 
Federal and State reservations and 
other Federally recognized Indian Trib-
al groups in rural areas. 

(b) In the case of grants made to al-
leviate a significant decline in quan-
tity or quality of water available from 
the water supplies of rural residents, 
the applicant must demonstrate that 
the decline occurred within two years 
of the date the application was filed 
with the Agency. This would not apply 
to grants made for repairs, partial re-
placement, or significant maintenance 
on an established water system.

§ 1778.7 Project priority. 

Paragraphs (a) through (d) of this 
section indicate items and conditions 
which must be considered in selecting 
applications for further development. 
When ranking eligible applications for 
consideration for limited funds, Agency 
officials must consider the priority 
items met by each application and the 
degree to which those priorities are 
met. 

(a) Applications.The application and 
supporting information submitted with 
it will be used to determine the pro-
posed project’s priority for available 
funds. 

(b) State Office review.All applications 
will be reviewed and scored for funding 
priority using RUS Bulletin 1778–1. The 
State Program Official will request 
funds from the National Office, Atten-
tion: Assistant Administrator, Water 
and Waste, using RUS Bulletins 1778–1 
and 1778–2. If an application cannot be 
funded, the State Program Official will 
be notified. Eligible applicants that 
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