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U.S. Department of Treasury Circular 
No. 570. The circular is maintained 
through periodic publication in the 
FEDERAL REGISTER and is available on 
the Internet under ftp://
ftp.fedworld.gov/pub/tel/sureties.txt, 
and on the Department of the Treas-
ury’s computer bulletin board at 202–
874–6817.

Subpart C—Insurance for Con-
tractors, Engineers, and Archi-
tects, Telecommunications 
Borrowers

§ 1788.46 General. 
This subpart sets forth RUS policies 

for minimum insurance requirements 
for contractors, engineers, and archi-
tects performing work under contracts 
which are wholly or partially financed 
by RUS loans or guarantees with tele-
communications borrowers.

§ 1788.47 Policy requirements. 
(a) Contractors, engineers, and archi-

tects performing work for borrowers 
under construction, engineering, and 
architectural service contracts shall 
obtain insurance coverage, as required 
in § 1788.48, and maintain it in effect 
until work under the contracts is com-
pleted. 

(b) Contractors entering into con-
struction contracts with borrowers 
shall furnish a contractors’ bond, ex-
cept as provided for in § 1788.49, cov-
ering all of the contractors’ under-
taking under the contract. 

(c) Borrowers shall make sure that 
their contractors, engineers, and archi-
tects comply with the insurance and 
bond requirements of their contracts.

§ 1788.48 Contract insurance require-
ments. 

Contracts entered into between bor-
rowers and contractors, engineers, and 
architects shall provide that they take 
out and maintain throughout the con-
tract period insurance of the following 
types and minimum amounts: 

(a) Workers’ compensation and em-
ployers’ liability insurance, as required 
by law, covering all their employees 
who perform any of the obligations of 
the contractor, engineer, and architect 
under the contract. If any employer or 

employee is not subject to the workers’ 
compensation laws of the governing 
state, then insurance shall be obtained 
voluntarily to extend to the employer 
and employee coverage to the same ex-
tent as though the employer or em-
ployee were subject to the workers’ 
compensation laws. 

(b) Public liability insurance cov-
ering all operations under the contract 
shall have limits for bodily injury or 
death of not less than $1 million each 
occurrence, limits for property damage 
of not less than $1 million each occur-
rence, and $1 million aggregate for ac-
cidents during the policy period. A sin-
gle limit of $1 million of bodily injury 
and property damage is acceptable. 
This required insurance may be in a 
policy or policies of insurance, primary 
and excess including the umbrella or 
catastrophe form. 

(c) Automobile liability insurance on 
all motor vehicles used in connection 
with the contract, whether owned, non-
owned, or hired, shall have limits for 
bodily injury or death of not less than 
$1 million per person and $1 million per 
occurrence, and property damage lim-
its of $1 million for each occurrence. 
This required insurance may be in a 
policy or policies of insurance, primary 
and excess including the umbrella or 
catastrophe form. 

(d) When a borrower contracts for the 
installation of major equipment by 
other than the supplier or for the mov-
ing of major equipment from one loca-
tion to another, the contractor shall 
furnish the borrower with an installa-
tion floater policy. The policy shall 
cover all risks of damage to the equip-
ment until completion of the installa-
tion contract.

§ 1788.49 Contractors’ bond require-
ments. 

Construction contracts in amounts in 
excess of $250,000 for facilities shall re-
quire contractors to secure a contrac-
tors’ bond, on a form approved by RUS, 
attached to the contract in a penal 
sum of not less than the contract price, 
which is the sum of all labor and mate-
rials including owner-furnished mate-
rials installed in the project. RUS 
Form 168b is for use when the contract 
exceeds $250,000. RUS Form 168c is for 
use when the contractor’s surety has 
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accepted a Small Business Administra-
tion guarantee and the contract is for 
$1,000,000 or less. For minor construc-
tion contracts under which work will 
be done in sections and no section will 
exceed a total cost of $250,000, the bor-
rower may waive the requirement for a 
contractors’ bond.

§ 1788.50 Acceptable sureties. 
Surety companies providing contrac-

tors’ bonds shall be listed as acceptable 
sureties in the U.S. Department of 
Treasury Circular No. 570. The circular 
is maintained through periodic publi-
cation in the FEDERAL REGISTER and is 
available on the Internet under ftp://
ftp.fedworld.gov/pub/tel/sureties.txt, 
and on the Department of the Treas-
ury’s computer bulletin board at 202–
874–6817.

§§ 1788.51–1788.53 [Reserved]

§ 1788.54 Compliance with contracts. 
It is the responsibility of the bor-

rower to determine, before the com-
mencement of work, that the engineer, 
architect, and the contractor have in-
surance that complies with their con-
tract requirements.

§ 1788.55 Providing RUS evidence. 
When RUS shall specifically so di-

rect, the borrower shall also require 
the engineer, the architect, and the 
contractor, to forward to RUS evidence 
of compliance with their contract rep-
resentative of the insurance company 
and include a provision that no change 
in or cancellation of any policy listed 
in the certificate will be made without 
the prior written notice to the bor-
rower and to RUS.

PART 1789—USE OF CONSULTANTS 
FUNDED BY BORROWERS

Subpart A—Policy and Procedures With 
Respect to Consultant Services Funded 
by Borrowers—General

Sec.
1789.150 Purpose. 
1789.151 Definitions. 
1789.152 Policy. 
1789.153 Borrower funding. 
1789.154 Eligible borrowers. 
1789.155 Approval criteria. 
1789.156 Proposal procedure. 

1789.157 Consultant contract. 
1789.158 Implementation. 
1789.159 Contract administration. 
1789.160 Access to information. 
1789.161 Conflicts of interest. 
1789.162 Indemnification agreement. 
1789.163 Waiver. 
1789.164–1789.165 [Reserved]

Subpart B—Escrow Account Funding and 
Payments

1789.166 Terms and conditions of funding 
agreement. 

1789.167 Terms and conditions of escrow 
agreement. 

1789.168–1789.175 [Reserved]

AUTHORITY: 7 U.S.C. 901–950b; Pub. L. 103–
354, 108 Stat. 3178 (7 U.S.C. 6941 et seq.).

SOURCE: 61 FR 48606, Sept. 16, 1996, unless 
otherwise noted.

Subpart A—Policy and Procedures 
With Respect to Consultant 
Services Funded by Bor-
rowers—General

§ 1789.150 Purpose. 
This part sets forth policies and the 

procedures for implementing sub-
section (c) of section 18 of the Rural 
Electrification Act of 1936, as amended 
(7 U.S.C. 901 et seq.)(RE Act) which au-
thorizes the Rural Utilities Service 
(RUS) to use the services of Consult-
ants funded by the Borrowers to facili-
tate timely action on Applications by 
Borrowers for financial assistance and 
other approvals.

§ 1789.151 Definitions. 
As used in this part: 
Administrator means the Adminis-

trator of the Rural Utilities Service 
(RUS). 

Application means a request for finan-
cial assistance under the RE Act or 
such other approvals as may be re-
quired of the RUS pursuant to the 
terms of outstanding loan or security 
instruments or otherwise. 

Borrower means any organization 
which has an outstanding loan(s) made 
or guaranteed by RUS or its prede-
cessor agency, the Rural Electrifica-
tion Administration (REA) under the 
RE Act or any organization which has 
submitted or submits an Application 
before RUS. 
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