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Veterinarian in charge. The veterinary 
official of Veterinary Services, APHIS, 
who is assigned by the Administrator 
to supervise and perform official ani-
mal health work for APHIS in the 
State concerned.

Subpart A—Chronic Wasting 
Disease Indemnification Program

§ 55.2 Payment of indemnity. 

The Administrator is authorized to 
pay for the purchase and destruction of 
CWD positive animals, CWD exposed 
animals, and CWD suspect animals. 
Subject to available funding, the 
amount of the Federal payment for any 
such animals will be 95 percent of the 
appraised value established in accord-
ance with § 55.3 of this part, but the 
Federal payment shall not exceed $3,000 
per animal. If a non-Federal source 
makes a payment for an animal for 
which a Federal indemnity is paid, and 
the non-Federal payment exceeds 5 per-
cent of the appraised value established 
in accordance with § 55.3 of this part, 
the amount of the Federal payment for 
any such animals will be reduced by 
the amount by which the non-Federal 
payment exceeds 5 percent of the ap-
praised value. The Administrator is 
also authorized to reimburse State gov-
ernments or State animal health agen-
cies for payments they make for the 
purchase and destruction, on or after 
October 1, 2001, of CWD positive ani-
mals, CWD exposed animals, and CWD 
suspect animals, and for State expendi-
tures for associated carcass disposal 
and cleaning and disinfection costs re-
sulting from such purchase and de-
struction, in accordance with coopera-
tive agreements signed by the Adminis-
trator and the duly authorized agent of 
the State.

§ 55.3 Appraisal and destruction of 
captive cervids. 

(a) CWD positive herds, or individual 
CWD suspect animals or exposed ani-
mals removed by APHIS from a herd 
for testing, will be appraised by an 
APHIS official appraiser and a State 
official appraiser jointly, or, if APHIS 
and State authorities agree, by either a 
State official appraiser or an APHIS of-
ficial appraiser alone. 

(b) The appraisal of cervids will be 
the fair market value as determined by 
the meat or breeding value of the ani-
mals. Animals may be appraised in 
groups, provided that where appraisal 
is by the head, each animal in the 
group is the same value per head, and 
where appraisal is by the pound, each 
animal in the group is the same value 
per pound. 

(c) Appraisals of cervids must be re-
ported on forms furnished by APHIS 
and signed by the appraisers, and 
signed by the owner of the cervids to 
indicate agreement with the appraisal 
amount. Reports of appraisals must 
show the number of cervids and the 
value per head or the weight and value 
by pound. 

(d) In accordance with instructions 
from an APHIS employee, cervids for 
which indemnification is sought must 
be: 

(1) Destroyed on the premises where 
they are held, pastured, or penned at 
the time indemnity is approved; 

(2) Moved to another location for de-
struction under conditions specified by 
the APHIS employee; or 

(3) Moved to an approved research fa-
cility under conditions specified by the 
APHIS employee. 

(e) The carcasses of any cervids de-
stroyed in accordance with this part 
are authorized by the Administrator to 
be incinerated, destroyed in an alka-
line hydrolysis tissue digestor, or dis-
posed of by any other method author-
ized by an APHIS employee and in ac-
cordance with local, State, and Federal 
laws. APHIS will pay the reasonable 
costs of destruction and carcass dis-
posal for animals that are indemnified. 
To obtain reimbursement for disposal 
costs, animal owners must obtain writ-
ten approval of the disposal costs from 
APHIS, prior to disposal. Except in 
cases where APHIS or a State directly 
arranges for disposal, the owner of the 
animals must present an APHIS em-
ployee with a written contract or esti-
mate of disposal costs. Prior to receiv-
ing reimbursement, the owner must 
also present an APHIS employee with a 
copy of either a receipt for expenses 
paid by the owner or a bill for services 
rendered to the owner. Any bill for 
services rendered presented by the 
owner must not be greater than the 
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normal fee for similar services pro-
vided by commercial entities. The car-
casses of cervids destroyed in accord-
ance with this section may not be sold 
to be processed for human or animal 
food, including dietary supplements. 

(Approved by the Office of Management and 
Budget under control number 0579–0189)

§ 55.4 Disinfection of premises, convey-
ances, and materials. 

After cervids are destroyed in accord-
ance with this part, all premises, in-
cluding barns, stockyards and pens, all 
cars and other conveyances, and all 
other materials on any premises or 
conveyances used to house or transport 
such cervids must be cleaned and dis-
infected under the supervision of an 
APHIS employee or a State representa-
tive, using methods specified by the 
APHIS employee or a State representa-
tive. Premises may not be restocked 
with cervids until after the date speci-
fied in the herd plan required by 
§ 55.7(b) of this part. The owner to 
whom the indemnity is paid will be re-
sponsible for expenses incurred in con-
nection with the cleaning and disinfec-
tion, except that APHIS or a State will 
pay for cleaning and disinfection of the 
conveyances used to transport the 
cervids to the location of disposal. 
However, APHIS may also decide to 
pay the cost of cleaning and dis-
infecting premises when the procedures 
needed to conduct effective cleaning 
and disinfection are unusually exten-
sive and require methods that are not 
normally available on a premises. For 
example, normal procedures would in-
clude washing surfaces with high-pres-
sure hoses and disinfectants and bury-
ing or burning contaminated materials. 
Unusually extensive procedures would 
include disposing of contaminated ma-
terials by digestive disposal or high-
temperature incineration.

§ 55.5 Presentation of claims for in-
demnity. 

Claims for indemnity for the value of 
animals destroyed must be documented 
on a form furnished by APHIS and pre-
sented to an APHIS employee or a 
State representative authorized to ac-
cept the claims. 

(Approved by the Office of Management and 
Budget under control number 0579–0189)

§ 55.6 Mortgage against animals. 

When cervids have been destroyed 
under this part, any claim for indem-
nity must be presented on forms fur-
nished by APHIS. The owner of the 
cervids must certify on the forms that 
the cervids covered are, or are not, sub-
ject to any mortgage as defined in this 
part. If the owner states there is a 
mortgage, the owner and each person 
holding a mortgage on the cervids 
must sign, consenting to the payment 
of indemnity to the person specified on 
the form. 

(Approved by the Office of Management and 
Budget under control number 0579–0189)

§ 55.7 Claims not allowed. 

(a) The Department will not allow 
claims arising out of the destruction of 
cervids unless the cervids have been ap-
praised as prescribed in this part and 
the owners have signed the appraisal 
form indicating agreement with the ap-
praisal amount as required by § 55.3(c) 
of this part. 

(b) The Department will not allow 
claims arising out of the destruction of 
cervids unless the owners have signed a 
written agreement with APHIS in 
which they agree that if they maintain 
cervids in the future on the premises 
used for cervids for which indemnity is 
paid, they will maintain the cervids in 
accordance with a herd plan and will 
not introduce cervids onto the prem-
ises until after the date specified in 
that herd plan. Persons who violate 
this written agreement may be subject 
to civil and criminal penalties. 

(c) The Department will not allow 
claims arising out of the destruction of 
cervids that have been moved or han-
dled by the owner or a representative 
of the owner in violation of a law or 
regulation administered by the Sec-
retary regarding animal disease, or in 
violation of a law or regulation for 
which the Secretary has entered into a 
cooperative agreement. 

(Approved by the Office of Management and 
Budget under control number 0579–0189)

§ 55.8 Official CWD tests and approval 
of laboratories to conduct official 
CWD tests. 

(a) An official CWD test is: 
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