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sources of gas supply. Designate on the
map those facilities and services pro-
posed to be abandoned.

[Order 280, 29 FR 4879, Apr. 7, 1964, as amend-
ed by Order 295, 30 FR 4130, Mar. 30, 1965;
Order 493, 53 FR 15029, Apr. 27, 1988; Order 603,
64 FR 26606, May 14, 1999]

§157.20 General conditions applicable
to certificates.

Such of the following terms and con-
ditions, among others, as the Commis-
sion shall find is required by the public
convenience and necessity, shall attach
to the issuance of each certificate and
to the exercise of the rights granted
thereunder.

(a) The certificate shall be void and
without force or effect unless accepted
in writing by applicant within 30 days
from the issue date of the order issuing
such certificate: Provided, however,
That when an application for rehearing
of such order is filed in accordance
with section 19 of the Natural Gas Act,
such acceptance shall be filed within 30
days from the issue date of the order of
the Commission upon the application
for rehearing or within 30 days from
the date on which such application
may be deemed to have been denied
when the Commission has not acted on
such application within 30 days after it
has been filed: Provided further, That
when a petition for review is filed in
accordance with the provisions of sec-
tion 19 of the Natural Gas Act, such ac-
ceptance shall be filed within 30 days
after final disposition of the judicial
review proceedings thus initiated.

(b) Any authorized construction, ex-
tension, or acquisition shall be com-
pleted and made available for service
by applicant and any authorized oper-
ation, service, or sale shall be available
for regular performance by applicant
within (period of time to be specified
by the Commission in each order) from
the issue date of the Commission’s
order issuing the certificate. Applicant
shall notify the Commission in writing
no later than 10 days after expiration
of this time period that the end-user/
shipper is unable to meet the imposed
timetable to commence service.

(c) Applicant must file with the Com-
mission, in writing and under oath, an
original and four conformed copies, as
prescribed in §385.2011 of this chapter
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and, upon request must furnish an in-
tervener with a single copy, of the fol-
lowing:

(1) Within ten days after the bona
fide beginning of construction, notice
of the date of such beginning;

(2) Within ten days after authorized
facilities have been constructed and
placed in service or any authorized op-
eration, sale, or service has com-
menced, notice of the date of such
placement and commencement and

(3) Within six months after author-
ized facilities have been constructed, a
statement showing, on the basis of all
costs incurred to that date and esti-
mated to be incurred for final comple-
tion of the project, the cost of con-
structing authorized facilities, such
total costs to be classified according to
the estimates submitted in the certifi-
cate proceeding and compared there-
with and any significant differences ex-
plained.

(d) With respect to an acquisition au-
thorized by the certificate, applicant
must file with the Commission, in writ-
ing and under oath, an original and
four conformed copies as prescribed in
§385.2011 of this chapter the following:

(1) Within 10 days after acquisition
and the beginning of authorized oper-
ations, notice of the dates of acquisi-
tion and the beginning of operations;
and

(2) Within 10 days after authorized fa-
cilities have been constructed and
within 10 days after such facilities have
been placed in service or any author-
ized operation, sale, or service has
commenced, notice of the date of such
completion, placement, and commence-
ment, and

(e) The certificate issued to applicant
is not transferable in any manner and
shall be effective only so long as appli-
cant continues the operations author-
ized by the order issuing such certifi-
cate and in accordance with the provi-
sions of the Natural Gas Act, as well as
applicable rules, regulations, and or-
ders of the Commission.

() In the interest of safety and reli-
ability of service, facilities authorized
by the certificate shall not be operated
at pressures exceeding the maximum
operating pressure set forth in Exhibit
G-Il to the application as it may be
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amended prior to issuance of the cer-
tificate. In the event the applicant
thereafter wishes to change such max-
imum operating pressure it shall file
an appropriate petition for amendment
of the certificate. Such petition shall
include the reasons for the proposed
change. Nothing contained herein au-
thorizes a natural gas company to op-
erate any facility at a pressure above
the maximum prescribed by state law,
if such law requires a lower pressure
than authorized hereby.

(Sec. 20, 52 Stat. 832; 15 U.S.C. 717s)

[17 FR 7389, Aug. 14, 1952, as amended by
Order 280, 29 FR 4879, Apr. 7, 1964; Order 317,
31 FR 432, Jan. 13, 1966; Order 324, 31 FR 9348,
July 8, 1966; Order 493, 53 FR 15030, Apr. 27,
1988; Order 493-B, 53 FR 49653, Dec. 9, 1988;
Order 603, 64 FR 26606, May 14, 1999]

§157.21 [Reserved]

§157.22 Collaborative procedures for
applications for certificates of pub-
lic convenience and necessity and
for orders permitting and approv-
ing abandonment.

(a) A potential applicant may submit
to the Commission a request to ap-
prove the use of collaborative proce-
dures for pre-filing consultation and
the filing and processing of an applica-
tion for certificate or abandonment au-
thorization that is subject to part 157
of this chapter.

(b) A potential applicant requesting
to use the pre-filing collaborative pro-
cedures must provide a list of poten-
tially interested entities invited to
participate in a pre-filing collaborative
process and:

(1) Demonstrate that a reasonable ef-
fort has been made to contact all enti-
ties affected by the applicant’s pro-
posal, such as resource agencies, local

governments, Indian tribes, citizens’
groups, landowners, customers, and
others, and that a consensus exists

that the use of the collaborative proc-
ess is appropriate under the cir-
cumstances;

(2) Submit a communications pro-
tocol, supported by interested entities,
governing how the applicant and other
participants in the pre-filing collabo-
rative process, including the Commis-
sion staff, may communicate with each
other regarding the merits of the appli-
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cant’s proposal and recommendations
of interested entities; and

(3) Submit a request to use the pre-
filing collaborative process and, within
five days, send a copy of the request,
along with the docket number of the
request, instructions on how to submit
comments to the Commission, and a
copy of §§157.1 and 157.22, to all affected
resource agencies and Indian tribes,
and all entities contacted by the appli-
cant that have expressed an interest in
the pre-filing collaborative process.

(c) As appropriate under the cir-
cumstances of the case, the request to
use the pre-filing collaborative proce-
dures must include provisions for:

(1) Distribution of a description of
the proposed project (including its in-
tended purpose, location and scope, and
the estimated dates of its construc-
tion), and scheduling of an initial in-
formation meeting (or meetings, if
more than one such meeting is appro-
priate) open to the public;

(2) The cooperative scoping of envi-
ronmental issues (including necessary
scientific studies), the analysis of com-
pleted studies and any further scoping;
and

(3) The preparation of a preliminary
draft environmental assessment or pre-
liminary draft environmental impact
statement and related application.

(d) The Commission will give public
notice in the FEDERAL REGISTER and
the prospective applicant will inform
potentially interested entities of a re-
quest to use the pre-filing collabo-
rative procedures and will invite com-
ments on the request within 30 days.
The Commission will consider the sub-
mitted comments in determining
whether to grant or deny the appli-
cant’s request to use the pre-filing col-
laborative procedures. Such a decision
will not be subject to interlocutory re-
hearing or appeal.

(e) If the Commission accepts the use
of a pre-filing collaborative process,
the following provisions will apply:

(1) The Commission will publish no-
tice of its authorization to use the pre-
filing process in the FEDERAL REG-
ISTER; the applicant will publish notice
of the Commission’s authorization to
use the pre-filing process in a local
newspaper of general circulation in the
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