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in any case. Commission staff positions
are not binding on the Commission.

(h) A potential applicant for gas fa-
cilities is not precluded by these regu-
lations from filing an application with
the Commission at any time, even if
the pre-filing collaborative process for
the proposed facilities has not been
completed.

[Order 608, 64 FR 51221, Sept. 22, 1999, as
amended by Order 608-A, 65 FR 65756, Nov. 2,
2000; Order 643, 68 FR 52096, Sept. 2, 2003]

Subparts B-C [Reserved]

Subpart D—Exemption of Natural
Gas Service for Drilling, Test-
ing, or Purging from Certifi-
cate Requirements

AUTHORITY: Natural Gas Act, as amended,
15 U.S.C. 717 et. seq., Energy Supply and En-
vironmental Coordination Act, 15 U.S.C. 791
et. seq., Federal Energy Administration Act,
15 U.S.C. 761 et. seq., Natural Gas Policy Act
of 1978, Pub. L. 95-621, 92 Stat. 3350, Depart-
ment of Energy Organization Act, Pub. L. 95—
91, E.O. 12009, 42 FR 46267.

§157.53 Testing.

(a) Construction and operation of fa-
cilities necessary to render direct nat-
ural gas service for use in the testing
and purging of new natural gas pipeline
facilities are exempted from the cer-
tificate requirements of section 7(c) of
the Natural Gas Act, when the con-
struction and operation of such facili-
ties are conducted in accordance with
paragraph (b) of this section.

(b) Operations undertaken to render
direct natural gas service shall be ter-
minated upon the completion of the
purging or testing of the pipeline fa-
cilities. Persons undertaking any con-
struction or operation of facilities or
service under this section shall file an
original and two copies of an annual
statement, by February 1 of each year,
describing their activities hereunder.

[43 FR 56544, Dec. 1, 1978, as amended at 60
FR 53065, Oct. 11, 1995]

Subpart E [Reserved]

§157.202

Subpart F—lInterstate  Pipeline
Blanket Cerlificates and Au-
thorization Under Section 7 of
the Natural Gas Act for Cer-
tain Transactions and Aban-
donment

§157.201 Applicability.

(a) Scope. This subpart establishes a
procedure whereby an interstate pipe-
line may obtain a blanket certificate
authorizing certain construction and
operation of facilities and certain cer-
tificate amendments and abandonment
under section 7 of the Natural Gas Act.

(b) Who may apply. This procedure is
only applicable to interstate pipelines.

(c) Cross-reference. The procedures ap-
plicable to transportation by interstate
pipelines under blanket certificates are
set forth in subpart G of part 284 of this
chapter.

(d) Availability of case-specific certifi-
cates. Nothing in this subpart shall pre-
clude an interstate pipeline from pro-
ceeding under any other provision of
the Commission’s regulations to obtain
Commission approval of abandonments
or a temporary or permanent certifi-
cate of public convenience and neces-
sity.

[Order 234, 47 FR 24266, June 4, 1982, as
amended by Order 436, 50 FR 42490, Oct. 18,
1985; Order 603, 64 FR 26606, May 14, 1999]

§157.202

(a) General rule. Terms defined in the
Natural Gas Policy Act of 1978 (NGPA)
shall have the same meaning for the
purposes of this subpart as they have
under the Natural Gas Policy Act of
1978.

(b) Subpart F definitions. For purposes
of this subpart:

(1) Certificate holder means any inter-
state pipeline with an effective blanket
certificate issued pursuant to this sub-
part.

(2)(i) Eligible facility means, except as
provided in paragraph (b)(2)(ii) of this
section, any facility subject to the Nat-
ural Gas Act jurisdiction of the Com-
mission that is necessary to provide
service within existing certificated lev-
els. Eligible facility also includes any
gas supply facility or any facility, in-
cluding receipt points, needed by the

Definitions.
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certificate holder to receive gas into
its system for further transport or
storage, and interconnecting facilities
between transporters that transport
natural gas under part 284 of this chap-
ter. Further, eligible facility includes
main line, lateral, and compressor re-
placements that do not qualify under
§2.55(b) of this chapter because they
will result in an incidental increase in
the capacity of main line facilities, or
because they will not satisfy the loca-
tion or work space requirements of
§2.55(b). Replacements must be done
for sound engineering purposes. Re-
placements for the primary purpose of
creating additional main line capacity
are not eligible facilities; however, re-
placements and the modification of fa-
cilities to rearrange gas flows or in-
crease compression for the primary
purpose of restoring service in an emer-
gency due to sudden unforseen damage
to main line facilities are eligible fa-
cilities.

(ii) Exclusions:
does not include:

(A) A main line of a transmission
system, except replacement facilities
covered under §157.202(b)(2)(i).

(B) An extension of a main line, ex-
cept replacement facilities covered
under §157.202(b)(2)(i).

(C) A facility, including compression
and looping, that alters the capacity of
a main line, except replacement facili-
ties and facility modifications covered
under paragraph (b)(2)(i) of this sec-
tion;

(D) A facility required to test or de-
velop an underground storage field or
that alters the certificated capacity,
deliverability, or storage boundary, or
a facility required to store gas above
ground in either a gaseous or liquified
state, or a facility used to receive gas
from plants manufacturing synthetic
gas or from plants gasifying liquefied
natural gas, or wells needed to utilize
an underground storage field.

(E) Delivery points under §157.211.

(F) Temporary compression under
§157.209;

(G) A facility that crosses a state
line and is constructed for the primary
purpose of transporting gas which is
also transported by an intrastate pipe-
line under section 311(a)(2) of the
NGPA,;

“Eligible facility”
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(3) Facility does not include the items
described in §2.55 of this chapter.

(4) Temporary compression means com-
pressor facilities installed and operated
at existing compressor locations for
the limited purpose of temporarily re-
placing existing permanent compressor
facilities that are undergoing mainte-
nance or repair or that are pending per-
manent replacement.

(5) Main line means the principal
transmission facilities of a pipeline
system extending from supply areas to
market areas and does not include
small diameter supply or delivery
laterals or gathering lines.

(6) Miscellaneous rearrangement of any
facility means any rearrangement of a
facility, excluding underground storage
injection/withdrawal wells, that does
not result in any change of service ren-
dered by means of the facilities in-
volved, including changes in existing
field operations or relocation of exist-
ing facilities:

(i) On the same property;

(i) When required by highway con-
struction, dam construction, encroach-
ment of residential, commercial, or in-
dustrial areas, erosion, or the expan-
sion or change of course of rivers,
streams or creeks, or

(iii) To respond to other natural
forces beyond the certificate holder’s
control when necessary to ensure safe-
ty or maintain the operational integ-
rity of the certificate holder’s facili-
ties.

(7) Project means a unit of improve-
ment or construction that is used and
useful upon completion.

(8) Project cost means the total actual
cost of constructing the jurisdictional
portions of a project. In the case of a
project constructed jointly by more
than one interstate pipeline, the
project cost is the total cost, irrespec-
tive of the amount paid by each pipe-
line.

(9) Right-of-way grantor means (i) a
person who grants a right-of-way ease-
ment to the certificate holder; or (ii)
any successor to an interest which is
subject to the easement.

(10) Delivery point means a tap and/or
metering and appurtenant facilities,
such as heaters, minor gas condi-
tioning, treatment, odorization, and
similar equipment, necessary to enable
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the certificate holder to deliver gas to
any party.

(11)  Sensitive
means:

(i) The habitats of species which have
been identified as endangered or
threatened under the Endangered Spe-
cies Act (Pub. L. 93-205, as amended)
and essential fish habitat as identified
under the Magnuson-Stevens Fishery
Conservation and Management Act (16
U.S.C. 1801, et seq.);

(i) National or State Forests or
Parks;

(iii) Properties listed on, or eligible
for inclusion in, the National Register
of Historic Places, or the National Reg-
ister of Natural Landmarks;

(iv) Floodplains and wetlands;

(v) Designated or proposed wilderness
areas, national or state wild and scenic
rivers, wildlife refuges and manage-
ment areas and sanctuaries;

(vi) Prime agricultural lands, des-
ignated by the Department of Agri-
culture; or

(vii) Sites which are subject to use by
American Indians and other Native
Americans for religious purposes.

(12) Interconnection facilities means
the interconnecting point, which in-
cludes the tap, metering, and M&R fa-
cilities and the related interconnecting
pipeline.

(13) Emergency means a sudden unan-
ticipated loss of gas supply or capacity
that requires an immediate restoration
of interrupted service for protection of
life or health or for maintenance of
physical property.

[Order 234, 47 FR 24266, June 4, 1982, as
amended by Order 319, 48 FR 34888, Aug. 1,
1983; Order 319-A, 48 FR 51446, Nov. 9, 1983;
Order 436, 50 FR 42490, Oct. 18, 1985; Order 603,
64 FR 26606, May 14, 1999; Order 603-A, 64 FR
54536, Oct. 7, 1999; Order 609, 64 FR 57391, Oct.
25, 1999; Order 603-B, 65 FR 11464, Mar. 3, 2000;
Order 633, 68 FR 31604, May 28, 2003]

environmental area

§157.203 Blanket certification.

(a) Effect. A blanket certificate
issued pursuant to this subpart author-
izes the certificate holder, in accord-
ance with the provisions of this sub-
part, to engage in any of the activities
specified in §157.208 through §157.218 (as
may be amended from time to time).

(b) Automatic authorization. A blanket
certificate issued pursuant to this sub-
part authorizes the certificate holder

§157.203

to engage in transactions described in
§157.208(a), §157.209(a), §157.211(a)(1),
§157.215, §157.216(a), or §157.218 without
further Commission approval.

(c) Prior notice required. A blanket
certificate issued pursuant to this sub-
part authorizes the certificate holder
to engage in activities described in
§157.208(b), §157.211(a)(2), §157.214, or
§157.216(b), if the requirements of
§157.205 have been fulfilled.

(d) Landowner notification. (1) Except
as identified in paragraph (d)(3) of this
section, no activity described in para-
graph (b) of this section is authorized
unless the company makes a good faith
effort to notify all affected landowners,
as defined in §157.6(d)(2), at least 30
days prior to commencing construction
or at the time it initiates easement ne-
gotiations, whichever is earlier. A
landowner may waive the 30-day prior
notice requirement in writing as long
as the notice has been provided. For ac-
tivity required to restore service in an
emergency, the 30-day prior notice pe-
riod is satisfied in the event a company
obtains all necessary easements. The
notification shall include at least:

(i) A brief description of the facilities
to be constructed or replaced and the
effect the construction activity will
have on the landowner’s property;

(ii) The name and phone number of a
company representative who is knowl-
edgeable about the project; and

(iii) An explanation of the Commis-
sion’s Enforcement Hotline procedures,
as codified in §1b.21 of this chapter,
and the Enforcement Hotline telephone
number.

(2) For activities described in para-
graph (c) of this section, the company
shall make a good faith effort to notify
all affected landowners, as defined in
§157.6(d)(2), within at least three busi-
ness days following the date that a
docket number is assigned to the appli-
cation or at the time it initiates ease-
ment negotiations, whichever is ear-
lier. The notice should include at least:

(i) A brief description of the facilities
to be constructed or replaced and the
effect the construction activity will
have on the landowner’s property;

(ii) The name and phone number of a
company representative that is knowl-
edgeable about the project;
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