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Social Security Administration § 404.141

QUARTERS OF COVERAGE

§ 404.140 What is a quarter of cov-
erage. 

(a) General. A quarter of coverage 
(QC) is the basic unit of social security 
coverage used in determining a work-
er’s insured status. We credit you with 
QCs based on your earnings covered 
under social security. 

(b) How we credit QCs based on earn-
ings before 1978 (General). Before 1978, 
wages were generally reported on a 
quarterly basis and self-employment 
income was reported on an annual 
basis. For the most part, we credit QCs 
for calendar years before 1978 based on 
your quarterly earnings. For these 
years, as explained in § 404.141, we gen-
erally credit you with a QC for each 
calendar quarter in which you were 
paid at least $50 in wages or were cred-
ited with at least $100 of self-employ-
ment income. Section 404.142 tells how 
self-employment income derived in a 
taxable year beginning before 1978 is 
credited to specific calendar quarters 
for purposes of § 404.141. 

(c) How we credit QCs based on earn-
ings after 1977 (General). After 1977, both 
wages and self-employment income are 
generally reported on an annual basis. 
For calendar years after 1977, as ex-
plained in § 404.143, we generally credit 
you with a QC for each part of your 
total covered earnings in a calendar 
year that equals the amount required 
for a QC in that year. Section 404.143 
also tells how the amount required for 
a QC will be increased in the future as 
average wages increase. Section 404.144 
tells how self-employment income de-
rived in a taxable year beginning after 
1977 is credited to specific calendar 
years for purposes of § 404.143. 

(d) When a QC is acquired and when a 
calendar quarter is not a QC (general). 
Section 404.145 tells when a QC is ac-
quired and § 404.146 tells when a cal-
endar quarter cannot be a QC. These 
rules apply when we credit QCs under 
§ 404.141 or § 404.143.

§ 404.141 How we credit quarters of 
coverage for calendar years before 
1978. 

(a) General. The rules in this section 
tell how we credit calendar quarters as 
quarters of coverage (QCs) for calendar 

years before 1978. We credit you with a 
QC for a calendar quarter based on the 
amount of wages you were paid and 
self-employment income you derived 
during certain periods. The rules in 
paragraphs (b), (c), and (d) of this sec-
tion are subject to the limitations in 
§ 404.146, which tells when a calendar 
quarter cannot be a QC. 

(b) How we credit QCs based on wages 
paid in, or self-employment income cred-
ited to, a calendar quarter. We credit you 
with a QC for a calendar quarter in 
which— 

(1) You were paid wages of $50 or 
more (see paragraph (c) of this section 
for an exception relating to wages paid 
for agricultural labor); or 

(2) You were credited (under § 404.142) 
with self-employment income of $100 or 
more. 

(c) How we credit QCs based on wages 
paid for agricultural labor in a calendar 
year after 1954. (1) We credit QCs based 
on wages for agricultural labor depend-
ing on the amount of wages paid during 
a calendar year for that work. If you 
were paid wages for agricultural labor 
in a calendar year after 1954 and before 
1978, we credit you with QCs for cal-
endar quarters in that year which are 
not otherwise QCs according to the fol-
lowing table.

If the wages paid to you in a 
calendar year for agricultural 

labor were 

We credit 
you with And assign: 1

$400 or more .......................... 4 QCs ......... All. 
At least $300 but less than 

$400.
3 QCs ......... Last 3. 

At least $200 but less than 
$300.

2 QCs ......... Last 2. 

At least $100 but less than 
$200.

1 QC ........... Last. 

Less than $100 ....................... No QCs.

1 One QC to each of the following calendar quarters in that 
year. 

(2) When we assign QCs to calendar 
quarters in a year as shown in the table 
in paragraph (c)(1) of this section, you 
might not meet (or might not meet as 
early in the year as otherwise possible) 
the requirements to be fully or cur-
rently insured, to be entitled to a com-
putation or recomputation of your pri-
mary insurance amount, or to establish 
a period of disability. If this happens, 
we assign the QCs to different quarters 
in that year than those shown in the 
table if this assignment permits you to 
meet these requirements (or meet 
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them earlier in the year). We can only 
reassign QCs for purposes of meeting 
these requirements. 

(d) How we credit QCs based on wages 
paid or self-employment income derived in 
a year. (1) If you were paid wages in a 
calendar year after 1950 and before 1978 
at least equal to the annual wage limi-
tation in effect for that year as de-
scribed in § 404.1027(a), we credit you 
with a QC for each quarter in that cal-
endar year. If you were paid at least 
$3,000 wages in a calendar year before 
1951, we credit you with a QC for each 
quarter in that calendar year. 

(2) If you derived self-employment in-
come (or derived self-employment in-
come and also were paid wages) during 
a taxable year beginning after 1950 and 
before 1978 at least equal to the self-
employment income and wage limita-
tion in effect for that year as described 
in § 404.1068(b), we credit you with a QC 
for each calendar quarter wholly or 
partly in that taxable year. 

[45 FR 25384, Apr. 15, 1980; 45 FR 41931, June 
23, 1980]

§ 404.142 How we credit self-employ-
ment income to calendar quarters 
for taxable years beginning before 
1978. 

In crediting quarters of coverage 
under § 404.141(b)(2), we credit any self-
employment income you derived dur-
ing a taxable year that began before 
1978 to calendar quarters as follows: 

(a) If your taxable year was a cal-
endar year, we credit your self-employ-
ment income equally to each quarter of 
that calendar year. 

(b) If your taxable year was not a cal-
endar year (that is, it began on a date 
other than January 1, or was less than 
a calendar year), we credit your self-
employment income equally— 

(1) To the calendar quarter in which 
your taxable year ended; and 

(2) To each of the next three or fewer 
preceding quarters that were wholly or 
partly in your taxable year.

§ 404.143 How we credit quarters of 
coverage for calendar years after 
1977. 

(a) Crediting quarters of coverage 
(QCs). For calendar years after 1977, we 
credit you with a QC for each part of 
the total wages paid and self-employ-

ment income credited (under § 404.144) 
to you in a calendar year that equals 
the amount required for a QC in that 
year. For example, if the total of your 
wages and self-employment income for 
a calendar year is more than twice, but 
less than 3 times, the amount required 
for a QC in that year, we credit you 
with only 2 QCs for the year. The rules 
for crediting QCs in this section are 
subject to the limitations in § 404.146, 
which tells when a calendar quarter 
cannot be a QC. In addition, we cannot 
credit you with more than four QCs for 
any calendar year. The amount of 
wages and self-employment income 
that you must have for each QC is— 

(1) $250 for calendar year 1978; and 
(2) For each calendar year after 1978, 

an amount determined by the Commis-
sioner for that year (on the basis of a 
formula in section 213(d)(2) of the Act 
which reflects national increases in av-
erage wages). The amount determined 
by the Commissioner is published in 
the FEDERAL REGISTER on or before No-
vember 1 of the preceding year and in-
cluded in the appendix to this subpart. 

(b) Assigning QCs. We assign a QC 
credited under paragraph (a) of this 
section to a specific calendar quarter 
in the calendar year only if the assign-
ment is necessary to— 

(1) Give you fully or currently in-
sured status; 

(2) Entitle you to a computation or 
recomputation of your primary insur-
ance amount; or 

(3) Permit you to establish a period 
of disability. 

[45 FR 25834, Apr. 15, 1980, as amended at 62 
FR 38450, July 18, 1997]

§ 404.144 How we credit self-employ-
ment income to calendar years for 
taxable years beginning after 1977. 

In crediting quarters of coverage 
under § 404.143(a), we credit self-em-
ployment income you derived during a 
taxable year that begins after 1977 to 
calendar years as follows: 

(a) If your taxable year is a calendar 
year or begins and ends within the 
same calendar year, we credit your 
self-employment income to that cal-
endar year. 

(b) If your taxable year begins in one 
calendar year and ends in the following 
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